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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2000 to February 2001 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 

INTRODUCTION 

What a difference a year makes! After all sorts of unusual 
midwinter reports last winter, this winter seemed more normal, as 
entire species actually left the state for a while. Although not extremely 
cold, the cool temperatures were persistent in November and December, 
flushing out many of the semi-hardy species and freezing most bodies of 
water. 

There were, nevertheless, some notable tardies: a first Panhandle 
winter Wood Duck; a Spotted Sandpiper in December at Harlan Co Res; a 
first December Eastern Phoebe; a third January Gray Catbird; a second 
December Pine Warbler; a 3rd overwintering Yellow-headed Blackbird; 
and the farthest northwestward wintering Brewer’s Blackbirds. 

Rarities were topped by first state record Black Rosy-Finches; 
first state record "Hepburn’s" Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches; a second 
state Glaucous-winged Gull; a second state Tufted Duck (probably the 
same bird which wintered last year); 3rd and 4th fall-winter Mew 
Gulls; a 4th fall Iceland Gull; and a Gyrfalcon-and that’s just a list of 
what Steve Dinsmore found! Other rarities included the 7th documented 
"Gray-headed" Junco; the first Pine Grosbeak since 1988; the 5th Varied 
Thrush since 1991; and the 4th Seward Co Tufted Titmouse in 18 years. 

Amazing single-observer, single-day counts were 150,000 
Mallards seen at Harlan Co Res; 818 Buffleheads tallied at L Ogallala; 53 
Rough-legged Hawks found in the Panhandle; and 11 Thayer’s Gulls 
spotted at L McConaughy. 

Expanding ranges included that of the Eurasian Collared-Dove, now 
reported from 16 locations, and of Northern Cardinals in the Panhandle 
section of the North Platte Valley. Perhaps in this category are Trumpeter 
Swans apparently moving east-west. Last, and probably least, were 
tantalizing reports, not substantiated, of Garganey and Bushtit. Oh well, 
we’ll just keep looking! 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; BOL : Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; CBC : 
Christmas Bird Count; CCM : Clear Creek Marshes, Keith/Garden Cos; EE: 
Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; HCR : Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; kM.: L 
McConaughy, Keith Co; LQ: L Ogallala, including Keystone L, Keith Co; isl£: 
Nature Center; NM: National Monument; NOURC: Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee; NWR: National Wildlife 
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Refuge; JPLj Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; Res: Reservoir; SHP : State 
Historical Park; £L: Sewage Laaoons: SP: State Park. 

GAZETTEER 

Calamus Res : Loup/Garfield Cos; DeSoto NWR : Washington Co; Facus 
Springs : Morrill Co; Gavin's Point Dam : Cedar Co; Johnson L: 
Gosper/Phelps Cos; Keystone Dam : Keith Co (forms L Ogallala); Kiowa 
Springs: Scotts Bluff Co; L Alice : Scotts Bluff Co; L Minatare : Scotts 
Bluff Co; Sutherland Res : Lincoln Co; Winters Creek L : Scotts Bluff 
Co. 

OBSERVERS 

Aaron Brees (AJB), Indianola, IA; Alice Heckman (AH), Kearney; Alice 
Kenitz ( AKT Gering; Alan Risor ( ART Wisner; Nebraska Birdline (J£), 
Bill F. Huser ( BFHT South Sioux City; Betty Grenon (BG) . Bellevue; 
BW, Carol Falk (CFj, Nebraska City; Carolyn Hall (CH) . Bassett; Colleen 
Noecker (CNT Albion; Clem Klaphake ( CNK) . Bellevue; Duane Bright 
( DB) . Bellevue; Dean Drawbaugh ( DDT Scottsbluff; Don Noecker ( DNT 
Albion; Don Paseka ( DP) . Ames; Elizabeth Allen (EAT Omaha; Glen Hoge 
( GHT Alma; Gertrude Wood (GW) . Elmwood; Helen K. Hughson (HKH) . 
Scottsbluff; John Brenneman (J BT Omaha; Joe Fontaine (J_F), Fort 
Collins, CO; Joe Gubanyi (JG) . Seward; Joel Jorgensen ( JGJT Blair; 
Jan Johnson ( J J) . Wakefield; Jan Paseka ( J PT Ames; Jerry Toll (JT) . 
Omaha; Kathy Larson ( KL) . Mitchell; Kevin Poague ( KPT Lincoln; 
Lorraine A. Lienemann (LALT Bellevue; Larry Einemann (LE), Lincoln; 
Laurence Falk (LF) . Nebraska City; Lanny Randolph ( LR) . Gibbon; Mark 
Brogie ( M B) . Creighton; Neal Ratzlaff ( NR) . Omaha; Phyllis Drawbaugh 
( PD) . Scottsbluff; Paul Kaufman (PK) . Seward; Ruth Green (RG) . 
Bellevue; Robin Harding ( RHT Gibbon; Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD) . 
Fort Collins, CO; Sandy Lemmon (£L), Crawford; Steve Mcllree ( SM) . 
Omaha; Steve Van Sickle CSV), Yankton, SD; Thomas Hoffman (TH) . 
Omaha; Wanda Hoge ( WHT Alma; W. Ross Silcock ( WRST Tabor, IA; Zee 
Uridil ( ZU) . Chadron. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Pacific Loon : The only report was of a juvenile spotted at LM on 3 
December (SJD), a rather late date. 

Common Loon : Also the only report was of a juvenile identified at LM on 
3 December (SJD), a rather late date. 

Pied-billed Grebe : The last reported was one found at LO on 13 
December (SJD, JF), a little tardy. 

Horned Grebe : The last was one found at LM on 14 December (SJD, JF), 
also a little tardy. 
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Red-necked Grebe : A good count of 3--2 adults and a juvenile--was 
made at LM on 3 December (SJD). Although this report denotes only the 
17th documented record for the species (there are 10 additional 
reports), it may be regular in fall at LM. 

Eared Grebe : The last were singles identified at LM and at LO on 13 
December (SJD, JF). This date is very late, with the only later date being 
14 December 1998 at LO. 

Western Greb e: For the first time in a few years, none wintered at LM 
(SJD); the last sighting was a single found on the LM CBC on 30 December 
(fide SJD). The best count at LM reached 482 on 3 December, dwindling 
to 172 on 14 December (SJD, JF). Three were spotted at Sutherland Res 
as late as 14 December (SJD, JF). 

Clark's Grebe : The last was one seen at LM on 14 December (SJD), the 
latest date for a non-wintering bird. The only wintering has taken place at 
LM,. in recent mild winters. 

American White Pelican : The only report was of one noted at Carter 
L, Omaha, between 4 and 5 December (SM, B). 

Double-crested Cormorant: T he last were singles found in Cedar Co 
on 8 December (SV) and on the HCR CBC on 15 December--the latter was 
an immature (SJD) and a rather late date. 

Great Blue Heron: A few winter regularly in the Platte Valley and 
lower Missouri Valley, such as the 9 spotted in the LO area on 3 February 
(SJD); but there are few midwinter reports elsewhere. One was 
identified at HCR on 3 February (GH, WH). 

Black-crowned Niaht-Heron : An immature found at LO on 8 
December (Rodger Knaggs fide SJD) was the second latest ever and the 
first for December. 

Greater White-fronted Goose : There are fewer than 10 Panhandle 
records; thus the 6 spotted at CCM and the 3 found at Cabela's, Sidney, on 
3 February (SJD) were unexpected. One identified at North Platte on 28 
December (SJD) was rather far west for the late date. None was reported 
between 28 December and 3 February. 

Snow Goose : Mid-winter records from the west are few; singles were 
seen at LO on 14 January (SJD); L Minatare on 27 January (SJD); L 
Alice the same day (SJD); and, rather far north in midwinter, at Calamus 
Res on 3 February (WRS). The last big group was the 700 tallied at HCR 
for the CBC on 14 December (JGJ). 

Ross's Goose : Until recently, midwinter reports had been non-existent, 
but such reports can be expected whenever Snow Geese are present. There 
are fewer than 10 January records in all; thus the 3 reports this winter 
were significant: of 5 seen on the HCR CBC on 14 December (JGJ), one 
remained until 1 January (GH, WH), a rather late fall date; 2 adults were 
identified at Sutherland Res on 14 January (SJD); and an immature 
spotted at LO the same day was probably one of a group of 7 found there as 
late as 14 December and the same bird that remained for the LM CBC on 
30 December (SJD). 
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Canada Goose : The best counts were rather large: 19,423 on the 
Scottsbluff CBC on 23 December (fide AK); 18,000 at L Minatare on 3 
December (SJD); and 13,579 on the LM CBC on 30 December (SJD). 
Trumpeter Swan : A large group wintered in the LM area; the peak 
count totaled 54 on 3 February, of which 43 were found at LO (SJD). The 
3 adults seen in a field 2 miles southwest of Big Springs, Deuel Co, on 22 
January were unexpected-one had a green neck collar R17 (Bill 
Prather fide SJD). These birds were likely from Iowa; Iowa birds have 
previously migrated to Colorado and back to Minnesota (Ron Andrews). 
The only other report was of one found with a red wing marker near 
Fremont, Dodge Co, on 20 December; it was from Minnesota (Ron 
Andrews fide Omaha World Herald). 

Tundra Swan : The only report was of an adult found with the Trumpeter 
Swans at LO on 3 February (SJD, details). There are about 10 midwinter 
records. 

Wood Duck : A surprising 7 birds noted at Winters Creek L on 27 
January (SJD) provided the first Panhandle winter record; the few 
previous midwinter records came from the south and east. No others were 
reported after a single was seen below Keystone Dam on the LM CBC on 30 
December (WRS). 

Gadwall : There are fewer than 20 midwinter records, suggesting that 
overwintering is unusual. Of interest, therefore, were the 35 tallied at 
CCM on 14 January (SJD) and the (at least) 26 which wintered at LO 
(SJD). A small group, maximum 10, wintered at L Yankton, Cedar Co 
(JJ, SV). 

American Wiaeon : Rather late were singles identified at Johnson L on 7 
January (LR, RH) and at Gering SL on 9 January (AK). The three found at 
Johnson L on 28 January (LR, RH) may have been there all winter hidden 
among the 4,000 Mallards there; these birds, along with the one found at 
CCM on 14 January (SJD) and the 16 which wintered at LO (SJD) were 
among fewer than 25 midwinter records. 

American Black Duck : The only report was of one seen at BOL on 3 
December (JGJ); it is rare but regular in winter in the east. 

Mallard : the best count reached a record 150,000 on the HCR CBC (fide 
JGJ); another very large flock was 70,000 tallied near Burwell, Garfield 
Co, on 24 December (LR, RH). The best count for midwinter was 4,400 
at Kiowa Springs on 21 January (SJD). 

Northern Shoveler : Only casual in midwinter away from the Platte 
Valley, the 1 to 4 birds found at Alma SL, Harlan Co, between 1 and 15 
January (GH, WH) were unexpected. One was seen at HCR on 15 January 
on "open water" (LR, RH). 

Northern Pintail : Routine reports. 

Garaanev : One was reported on 30 December on the LM CBC as seen very 
briefly but having the field marks of a male; the sighting seems doubtful, 
however, as male Garganeys are in alternate plumage only from early 
Mar to midsummer. 
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Green-winged Teal : The best midwinter tally totaled 68 at LO on 3 
February (SJD). Wintering is unexpected north of the Platte Valley and 
away from the east; the 12 spotted at Calamus Res between 3 and 4 
February (WRS) were thus unexpected. 

Canvasback : The only reports between 9 December and 27 February 
were of 6 to 8 birds which wintered at LO (SJD). This report represents 
only the 3rd record of overwintering; there are an additional 6 midwinter 
records. 

Redhead : As with Canvasback, the only midwinter report was of 28 
spotted at LO on 3 February; 40 were identified there on 14 January 
(SJD). The four found in Lincoln Co on 30 December (NR) was the only 
report elsewhere. 

Ring-necked Duck : Another diving duck found in midwinter this year 
only at LO, where 46 was the low count, on 14 Jan (SJD). 

Tufted Duck : An adult male, presumably the same bird which wintered 
last year, was noted at LO from 3 to 13 December (SJD; photos). 

Greater Scaup : Apart from a single at L Minatare 3 Dec (SJD), the only 
reports were of 68 at LO 3 Dec, dwindling to a midwinter low of 21 on 3 
Feb (SJD). 

Lesser Scaup : The only ones reported in midwinter were at least 8 
found wintering at LO--down from an excellent count of 764 on 3 
December (SJD)--and 3 at Scottsbluff SL 27 January (SJD). There are 
fewer than 10 midwinter records away from the LM area. 

Surf Scoter : None reported. 

White-winaed Scoter : Three female/immature types were identified 
at LO on 3 December, dwindling to one through 16 December (SJD, JF), a 
rather late date. No others were reported. 

Black Scoter: None reported. 

Long-tailed Duck : All reports came from LO, where 2 were present on 
3 December (SJD), 3 on 14 December (SJD), and 2 adults on 16 
December (JF). 

Bufflehead : An amazing 818 were counted at LO on 3 December (SJD), 
dwindling to 53 on 3 February (SJD), which were wintering. The only 
other reports were from Gavin's Point Dam on 6 December (SV) and of a 
single seen in Lancaster Co on 17 December (LE). 

Common Goldeneye : A male hybrid with Hooded Merganser was 
wintering at LO for the 3rd year (SJD). At least 323 wintered as usual on 
LO, with a peak count there of 1,145 made on 13 December (SJD). A 
surprising number for the location and date was the 159 tallied at 
Scottsbluff SL on 27 January (SJD). Other midwinter reports were of 7 
seen at Gavin's Point Dam on 7 January (JJ), and 5 found at Buckskin 
Hills, Dixon Co, on 3 February (BFH); the latter birds must have been 
migrants. 

Barrow's Goldeneye : The birds that arrived in November continued at 
LO, with up to 4, 3 adult males and an adult female, wintering (SJD). 
This area is a regular wintering location for this species. 
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Hooded Merganser : Midwinter reports all came from the west; 2 were 
spotted below Keystone Dam on 14 January (SJD); 3 were identified at L 
Alice on 27 January (SJD); and 5 were found at CCM on 3 February 
(SJD). 

Common Merganser : The peak count at LM reached 32,000 on 13 
December (SJD), and about 3,300 wintered in the area (SJD). A good 
count at a smaller reservoir totaled 9,000 at Johnson L on 3 December 
(LR, RH). Somewhat unusual were 7 noted at Winters Creek L on 27 
January (SJD), and singles spotted near Lincoln on 28 January (LE) and 
in Hooker Co on 28 January (SJD). 

Red-breasted Merganser : This species is being found amongst 
wintering flocks of Common Mergansers in small numbers in winter; it is 
still only a casual winter visitor, however. This winter, 2 males were 
seen at Johnson L on 7 January (LR, RH); 6 at LO on 14 January (SJD); 
and 2 at HCR on 21 January (GH, WH). 

Ruddv Duck : The only reports of this usually cold-sensitive species 
came from LO, where 24 were present on 3 December, dwindling to the 
last sighting of a single on 14 December (SJD). 

Bald Eagle: The best counts totaled 184 on the HCR CBC on 15 December 
(fide JGJ); 152 in Keith and Lincoln Cos on 14 January (SJD); and 124 
at Johnson L on 7 January (LR, RH). An apparent pair which had been 
present on the Elkhorn River south of Wisner, Cuming Co, for about a 
month may have been preparing to nest (AR). 

Northern Harrier : The best counts included 16 in the south Panhandle 
on 3 February (SJD) and 14 on the HCR CBC (fide JGJ). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One wintering at a feeder in Nebraska City, 
Otoe Co, killed at least 2 starlings (LF, CF); a candidate for cloning? 
Another, which was in adult plumage, puzzled the observers because it 
had golden eyes, supposedly a sign of immaturity (LR, RH). On occasion, 
however, 2- or 3-year-old sharpies can retain golden eyes, according to 
Palmer (Handbook of North American Birds). 

Cooper’s Hawk : Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk : After the large numbers seen migrating south in 
fall past Hitchcock Nature Center (Iowa) by Mark Orsag and his crew, 
this winter looked to be a good one. The number of sightings was a bit 
disappointing, though, with only 5 birds reported. One was spotted on the 
Grand Island CBC on 17 December (fide B); an adult was noted just west 
of Omaha on 24 December (B); one was spotted near Wynot, Cedar Co, on 
26 December (BFH); an adult was found at Merritt Res, Cherry Co, 28 
December (SJD); and an immature was identified at Buckskin Hills, 
Dixon Co, 3 February (BFH). 

Red-shouldered Hawk : None reported. 

Red-tailed Hawk : Routine reports. 

Ferruginous Hawk : A total of 13 were counted in the Panhandle for the 
period, including one dark morph (SJD). Easterly reports included one 
found on the Grand Island CBC on 17 December (fide B), and singles 
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sighted near Alma, Harlan Co, on 15 January (GH, WH, LR, RH), near 
Oxford, Furnas Co, on 5 January (GH, WH), and in northeaster Buffalo Co 
on 11 February (LR, RH). 

Rouoh-leooed Hawk : This species was much in evidence in the 
Panhandle. The best count reached 53 on 10 February, including 43 light 
morphs and one dark morph; the light morphs consisted of 12 adult 
males, 12 adult females, 16 juveniles, and 5 female/immatures (SJD, 
JF, AB). Other excellent counts included 41 on 21 February in Sioux Co 
(SJD), and 35 on the Henry Road, Sioux Co (HKH). Other dark morphs 
were seen in southeastern Washington Co 24 December (JT), and, likely 
the same bird, near Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, on 5 January 
(CNK). 

Golden Eagle: Easterly were singles sighted near Center, Knox Co, on 28 
January (B) and in Seward Co (PK); Golden Eagles are only casual in the 
east. A total of 21 were counted in the Panhandle for the period (SJD). 
American Kestrel : The best count was 23 tallied in Scottsbluff Co on 
27 January (SJD). 

Merlin: About 18 were reported statewide; birds identified to subspecies 
included a male richardsoni spotted at Ponca SP, Dixon Co, on 1 January 
(BFH) and an immature male richardsoni found at Dakota City, Dakota Co, 
on 17 February (BFH). One wintering in a Scottsbluff yard killed a 
starling and a House Sparrow (DD, PD). 

Prairie Falcon : A total of 17 were found in the Panhandle during the 
period (SJD), and an additional 16 or so were reported elsewhere. The 
farthest east were one sighted hover-hunting northeast of Ames, Dodge Co, 
on 15 February (DP, JP), and another identified near PL on 13 
December (JG). 

Peregrine Falcon : The only report was of one identified on the Grand 
Island CBC on 17 December (B). This species is rare between December 
and February, with most of the 45 or so records occurring in December. 
Gvrfalcon : This species almost certainly occurs in Nebraska every 
winter, probably mostly in difficult to access northern and western 
grassland areas. However, an adult gray morph made itself obvious below 
Keystone Dam on 1 January when it killed and ate a Common Goldeneye in 
front of the lucky observers; the bird had not been seen in the area on the 
LM CBC on 30 December (SJD, AB; details). 

Gray Partridge : None reported. 

Rina-necked Pheasant : An excellent total of 340 was reported on the 
DeSoto NWR CBC on 17 December (B). The record high there is 565, 
recorded in 1 983-84. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse : This species is "getting harder to find" in Knox 
Co (MB), which is probably true at the eastern edge of its range in 
general. The best counts reached 32 in Sioux Co on 10 February (SJD) 
and 23 on the resurrected Crawford CBC on 31 December (BW). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken : An amazing flock of 108 was seen south of 
Walnut in southwestern Knox Co on 10 December (MB); this species is 
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obviously doing better than its sharp-tailed congener there. The best 
count elsewhere totaled 44 on the LM CBC on 30 December (fide SJD). 
Wild Turkey : This species is numerous statewide. The best count was 
the 253 totalled on the Scottsbluff CBC on 23 December; they were 
originally stocked in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, in 1961 (fide AK). A 
record for the Omaha CBC was the 144 spotted on 23 December (fide BG); 
137 were seen east of the Keystone-Roscoe bridge, Keith Co, on 29 
December (SJD). 

Northern Bobwhite : The best count was the 30 tallied at BOL on 15 
December (LE). Excellent for the west was the count of 20 recorded west 
of Scottsbluff on 23 December (AK). 

Virginia Rail : Wintering birds were noted at LO, Facus Springs, and 
CCM (SJD) as has been the norm in recent years. 

American Coot : Some 272 wintered at LO; these were the survivors 
from about 290 reported there in late December (SJD). Unexpected was 
one sighted at Gering, Scotts Bluff Co, on 23 December (AK) and 7 spotted 
at Sutherland Res on 28 December (SJD). Wintering occurs on occasion if 
open water persists. 

Sandhill Crane : In contrast to recent springs, the only January report 
was of a single seen with about 40 Canada Geese flying over Gibbon, 
Buffalo Co, on 6 January (LR, RH). It is likely that this bird wintered in 
the area. The first migrants were the 40 noted flying over Alma, Harlan 
Co, on 19 February (GH, WH). Somewhat westerly were 40 located at LO 
on 25 February (Rodger Knaggs fide SJD); a population of about 40,000 
has used the CCM area in recent years. 

Killdeer : The only wintering birds were 1 to 4 found below Keystone 
Dam; at least 2 still remained there on 3 February (SJD). Elsewhere, the 
last to leave was one seen in Lancaster Co on 17 December (LE). 

Spotted Sandpiper : Rather amazing was a basic adult identified between 
14 and 15 December at HCR (JGJ, SJD, JF; photos). This sighting 
represents the latest ever for Nebraska. 

Common Snipe : Surprisingly, none was reported in midwinter; one was 
spotted below HCR Dam on 1 January (GH, WH), and 2 were seen at 
Scottsbluff on 23 December (AK). 

Franklin’s Gull : In recent years, single adults of this species in 
alternate plumage have appeared at a time when they should be in South 
America and in basic plumage. An example this year was one identified at 
Gavin’s Point Dam from 6 to 9 December (SV, MB); it even had pink 
underparts (MB). Unexpected, however, was an adult in basic plumage 
found at L Minatare on 13 December (SJD). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: None was reported; late migrants are usually found 
into December. 

Mew Gull : An adult was sighted at LO between 14 and 30 December, and 
2 were found there on 14 January (SJD, JF; details). These denote only 
the 3rd and 4th fall records; the January record represents the 1st for 
that month. 
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Rina-billed Gull : A few were present in midwinter at HCR (GH, WH), 
at LO, and at LM (SJD). The best count reached 2,000 at Johnson L on 3 
December (LR, RH); but 542 were tallied at LO as late as 14 January 
(SJD). 

California Gull : Uncommon in midwinter, up to 4 wintered at LO 
(SJD). No others were reported. 

Herring Gull : The only midwinter reports came from HCR, Sutherland 
Res, and LM; as many as 794 were counted at LM on 14 January (SJD), 
an excellent midwinter count--but there were only 62 seen at Sutherland 
Res on 14 January (SJD) and up to 5 at HCR through the period (GH, 
WH). A good count was 700 at Johnson L on 3 December (LR, RH). 
Thaver's Gull : This species has become fairly common in Nebraska, 
especially at LM. This year some 18 were reported, including a peak 
count of 11 recorded at LO on 14 January (SJD). As many as 5 were seen 
at Sutherland Res on 14 December (SJD). Elsewhere, a "small, but text¬ 
book" 1st winter bird was spotted at PL on 3 December (JGJ); and a 
single was located on the HCR CBC on 15 December (JGJ, SJD). 

Iceland Gull : The only report was of a 2nd basic bird found at LO on 14 
December (SJD, JF; details). This sighting is the 4th fall (birds which 
did not stay into winter) record; the other 3 records occurred at Gavin’s 
Point Dam. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull : A 4th basic bird was spotted at Sutherland 
Res on 14 December (SJD) and may have moved to LO, where a similar 
bird was seen on 16 December (JF). An adult was identified at LM on 28 
December (SJD), the 3rd-latest for fall (the latest is 1 January). 
Glaucous-winaed Gull : What would be Nebraska’s second record if 
accepted by the NOURC was a 1 st basic bird located at LO on 13 December 
(SJD; details). The first was another 1st basic bird seen there on 12 
April 1995. 

Glaucous Gull: Along with Thayer’s Gull, this species has become fairly 
common in recent years. All reports came from LM, Sutherland Res, and 
HCR, with birds present throughout the period. Test best count totaled 9 
on the LM CBC on 30 December (fide SJD); and at least 6 wintered there, 
including 3 1st basic, 2 adults, and a 3rd basic spotted on 14 January 
(SJD, JF). An immature was noted at HCR on 3 and on 19 December, and 
an adult was found there on 18 January (GH, WH). 

Rock Dove : Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove : This species is rapidly becoming ubiquitous 
in Nebraska; reports came from Dakota City, Elmwood, Spalding, Ogallala, 
Kimball, and Mitchell. Of these, Spalding, Greeley Co, and Mitchell, Scotts 
Bluff Co, represent new locations, for a total of 16 locations for the 
species. The largest colony now seems to be in the area of the Bess 
Streeter Aldrich historical home in Elmwood, Cass Co, where as many as 
12 were counted at one time in December; the birds formed a flock in 
winter, breaking into groups of 2 to 3 birds in late February; and mating 
was observed in February and in March (GW). The best count to date 
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from Ogallala, Keith Co, is 7 tallied on the LM CBC on 30 December 
(SJD). Spalding was a newly-reported location; as many as 8 have been 
present west of the park and swimming pool for the "past several years"; 
5 were noted there on 21 January (CN, DN). The previously-reported 
colony in Dakota City, Dakota Co, continues to expand, with 5 present 
there on 20 February, although a Merlin there may have instituted some 
population control (BFH). At Mitchell, at least 3 were present most of 
February, "hanging around" near the water tower (KL, DD, PD, AK). 
Mourning Dove : Midwinter reports came from the south and east, 
where wintering occurs in milder years, but perhaps was unexpected this 
year; the best counts reached 20 at the observer’s Omaha feeders on 3 
February (NR) and 10+ in northwestern Phelps Co on 28 January (LR, 
RH). 

Eastern Screech-Owl : Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl : Routine reports. 

Snowv Owl : None was reported, despite some early indications of 
southward movement to the north of Nebraska. 

Barred Owl : Reports from the edge of the range were of one found at 
Ponca SP, Dixon Co, on 3 February (BFH), and at least one identified on 
the Seward-Branched Oak CBC on 15 December (fide JG), possibly at 
BOL, where one was noted on 17 February (LE). 

Long-eared Owl : The best count totaled 6 on the LM CBC on 30 
December (fide SJD), and cool yard birds were singles found in 
southwestern Dixon Co on 29 December (JJ) and near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, 
on 9 February (LR, RH). The only other report was of a single noted in 
southwestern Washington Co on 2 February (JT). 

Short-eared Owl : This species is noted more often in winter; it is 
probably nomadic rather than migratory. Evidence of winter nomads was 
provided by 2 birds wintering near Ames, Dodge Co, (DP, JP), and 3 
birds located in southeastern Washington Co on 2 February (JT). 
Northern Saw-whet Owl : This winter, 1 to 2 birds were located in 
the LO area (SJD), and one was found on the south side of LM on 15 
December (Jack Pollack fide SJD). Diligent searching of isolated cedars 
in the area may yield these owls with some regularity. 

Belted Kingfisher : Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker : The only report away from the southeastern 
corner of the state, where a few occur most winters, was of 4 birds 
spotted in Cedar Co on 26 December (BFH); reports in midwinter in this 
area are few. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker : Westerly reports included a single located 
at McGrew, Scotts Bluff Co, on 12 January (AK)--apparently the same 
(lonely?) bird that appeared there in June--and 4 found on the LM CBC, 
about the west edge of the expected winter range. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker : Only 4 were reported, all in December 
except for an immature seen at Crete, Saline Co, on 20 January (LE); 
midwinter records are few away from the lower Missouri Valley. An 
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immature identified in Seward, Seward Co, between 8 and 19 December 
(JG) was a bit westerly also. 

Downv Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairv Woodpecker : Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker : Easterly red-shafted birds were found both in 
northeastern Wayne Co on 11 December (JJ) and in southwestern Dixon 
Co on 27 February (JJ). Of an amazing 127 flickers tallied on the DeSoto 
NWR CBC on 17 December, 4 were red-shafted (fide B). Perhaps 
surprising in this seemingly cool winter were the 3 birds spotted as far 
north as Jackson, Dakota Co, on 20 January (BFH). 

Pileated Woodpecker : The only report from FF was of one sighted on 9 
January (B). 

Eastern Phoebe: A surprise was a very late bird located at Neale Woods, 
Douglas-Washington Cos, on the DeSoto NWR CBC on 17 December (JB), 
This sighting represents the first December record for the state; there 
are 3 November records. What was it eating? 

Northern Shrike : This species was widely reported, with the best 
count reaching 7 on the LM CBC on 30 December (fide SJD); 3 in a day 
were reported from BOL on 7 January (LE) and in Banner Co on 27 
January (SJD). A total of 14 was found in Banner Co for the period 
(SJD). This species is rare in the extreme southeast, and so of interest 
was one identified in Cass Co on 8 January (GW). 

Loggerhead Shrike : Somewhat surprisingly considering the winter 
conditions, two were reported: one was seen near BOL on 12 January (DP, 
JP; details) and the other was spotted at Wolf L, Saunders Co, on 3 
February (TH; details). This species is rare in midwinter away from the 
extreme southeast. 

Blue Jav : An excellent westerly count totalled 51 on the Scottsbluff CBC 
on 23 December (fide AK). 

Pinvon Jav : The large flock that frequented Crawford, Dawes Co, totaled 
37 for the Crawford CBC on 31 December (BW) and was estimated at 40 
on 21 January (SJD, JF). Other reports included 37 found in eastern 
Sioux Co on 10 February (SJD); and throughout the period, 1-5 were 
seen in Gering, Scotts Bluff Co, (AK). Some were also found at the James 
Ranch, Sioux Co, feeders (SL). 

Black-billed Magpie : Excellent counts included 97 tallied on the LM 
CBC on 30 December (fide SJD)--the 2nd highest CBC total ever behind 
Scottsbluff s 98 in 1977-78--and 92 totalled on the Scottsbluff CBC on 
23 December (fide AK). Southeasterly were one seen at Winnebago, 
Thurston Co, on 13 January (BFH) and at least one identified on the 
Seward-Branched Oak CBC on 15 December (fide JG). 

American Crow : A surprising 910 were counted in a single flock at 
mile marker 190 on Interstate 80 on 29 December (WRS); and 635 
were counted on the HCR CBC on 15 December (fide JGJ). 

Horned Lark : The best count reached 3,260 in Sioux Co on 10 February 
(SJD). 















Vol. 69 No.1 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


13 


Black-capped Chickadee : Routine reports. 

Tufted Titmouse : Only the 4th Seward Co record for the observer in 18 
years was a single observed at a feeder in Seward between 8 and 19 
December (JG). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch : Numbers were merely average, although 
reports were statewide; the best counts totalled only 11 on the LM CBC on 
30 December (fide SJD) and 6 on the Scottsbluff CBC on 23 December 
(fide AK). 

White-breasted Nuthatch : One of the western subspecies nelsoni was 
spotted at LO on 14 December (SJD), an easterly location for this 
summer resident of the Ponderosa Pine woodlands. 

Pvamv Nuthatch : The only reports were of up to 5 found at the Wildcat 
Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co, feeders (SJD, JF, AK). 

Brown Creeper : Although generally considered less numerous 
westward, up to 7 wintered at LO (SJD), and 13 were counted on the LM 
CBC on 30 December (fide SJD). 

Carolina Wren : The colder-than-recently winter may have had an 
effect on this species at the edge of its range: none was found at Wilderness 
Park, Lincoln, on 25 February (LE), although one was still at it near 
Alma, Harlan Co, on 6 January (GH, WH). One spotted at Towle Park, 
Omaha, on 19 February had clearly survived (NR). Spring observations 
will be of interest this year. 

Winter Wren : The only reports were of one seen on the HCR CBC on 15 
December (JGJ), rather westerly, and another, identified as of the 
western subspecies ( salebrosus ?), identified at Monroe Canyon, Sioux 
Co, on 21 January (SJD, JF). Winter Wrens are only casual in winter at 
both locations. 

Marsh Wren : As is the norm lately, a few wintered at CCM and Facus 
Springs (SJD). Elsewhere, 4 were found on the LM CBC on 30 December 
(fide SJD), also a known wintering area; but the one located below the 
dam at L Alice on 27 January (SJD) was a bit of a surprise. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet : Wintering birds were not widely noted; the 
best count for the period in Lancaster Co totaled 6 both at Wyuka Cem on 
17 December (LE) and on the University of Nebraska-Kearney campus on 
16 February (LR, RH). Although a good wintering count for a westerly 
location reached 7 at LO, 19 were found there on 3 December (SJD). 
Eastern Bluebird : Reports were mostly from the southeast as expected, 
although 4 were spotted in Keya Paha Co on 21 February (CH); possibly 
early migrants, 2 were seen at Ponca SP on 3 February (BFH), and as 
many as 17 remained at HCR until 15 January (LR, RH). Away from the 
southeast, this species is only casual in midwinter. 

Mountain Bluebird : The only reports were of 9 spotted at CCM on 1 
January (SJD) and of 11 found below Keystone Dam on 14 January 
(SJD), expected wintering locations. 

Townsend’s Solitaire : The farthest east were the 2 discovered on the 
HCR CBC on 15 December (fide JGJ) and the 2 identified on the Grand 
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Island CBC on 17 December (fide B). The LM CBC on 30 December 
reported a good total of 58 (fide SJD). 

American Robin : The best CBC count was the 1,984 tallied at HCR on 
15 December (fide JGJ), while elsewhere 820 were noted in the cedar 
park land of Cottonwood Canyon, Lincoln Co, on 29 December (WRS). The 
species was absent, however, in Dakota Co during the period (BFH). 
Varied Thrush : The single report, about par for a Nebraska winter, 
although only the 5th since 1991, was of one observed in a Lincoln yard 
for a few days prior to 12 December (Sue Samson fide KP). 

Gray Catbird : A surprise was one found freshly dead at ADF on 8 
January; it was very thin and likely died of starvation (LF, CF). This 
report represents only the 3rd January record for Nebraska. 

Brown Thrasher : The only report was of one seen at a Waterloo, 
Douglas Co, feeder on 21 December (B). December records are fairly 
numerous. 

European Starling : Routine reports. 

Bushtit : Tantalizing was a report of "a different bird" in a Scottsbluff 
yard near Riverside Zoo on 27 January that was said to have matched this 
species in a field guide; unfortunately, it could not be checked out before 
it departed (fide AK). This species regularly appears in the eastern 
Colorado foothills north to the Wyoming border, and there is a record 
from Weld Co about 45 miles from the southwestern corner of Nebraska 
(Andrews and Righter, Birds of Colorado, 1992). There is also a record of 
4 netted in Ellis Co, Kansas (Thompson and Ely, Birds in Kansas, 1992), 
some 80 miles south of Harlan Co, Nebraska. 

Bohemian Waxwing : The only report came surprisingly from the east; 
one was identified with 15 Cedar Waxwings at Twin Lakes, Seward Co, on 
13 December (JG). 

Cedar Waxwina : The best counts totaled 300 at Niobrara SP on 9 
December (MB) and 150 near Raymond, Lancaster Co, on 28 January 
(LE). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler : A few were reported in December, all in 
the south and east as expected. The one spotted at Niobrara SP, Knox Co, 
on 29 January (B), however, was unusual for midwinter at that location. 
There are fewer than 10 February records for the state. 

Pine Warbler : This species has a propensity for appearing at feeders in 
late fall; the one observed at a Bellevue suet feeder between 14 and 16 
December (B) denotes the 2nd Nebraska record for December. 

S potted Towhee : Farthest north and west were singles found at Scotts 
Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff Co, on 23 December (AK) and at Homer, Dakota Co, 
on 13 January (BFH). Wintering birds are scarce and mostly confined to 
the south and east, although there are a few reports from the North Platte 
Valley in winter. 

American Tree Sparrow : The best counts were from CBCs: an 
excellent 2,281 at HCR on 15 December (fide JGJ) and 737 at DeSoto 
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NWR on 17 December (fide B). The best single-observer count was 221 
tallied at BOL on 15 December (LE). 

Chipping Sparrow : One was reported without details on the DeSoto 
NWR CBC on 17 December. There is only one documented record for 15 
December to 15 February. 

Fox Sparrow : One was reported without details on the DeSoto NWR CBC 
on 17 December. While a little more likely in December than the 
Chipping Sparrow, there are few documented reports. 

Song Sparrow : The best count was 39 recorded on the HCR CBC on 15 
December (fide JGJ). 

Swamp Sparrow : The only report was of two seen on the LM CBC on 30 
December (WRS). There are few westerly reports late December- 
February, but most are from the North Platte Valley. 

White-throated Sparrow: Wintering is rare, even in the southeast; 
after a few December reports, the only midwinter sightings were of 1 to 
2 wintering birds found at Nebraska City, Otoe Co (LF, CF), and another 
which probably wintered in Omaha, with appearances at the observer’s 
feeders on 19 January and again on 3 February (NR). 

White-crowned Sparrow : The only midwinter reports were of 1 to 2 
at BOL throughout the period (LE). The other reports occurred in 
December, all from the south, including 9 spotted on the LM CBC on 30 
December (fide SJD). 

Harris’s Sparrow : This species is rare in the Panhandle, although a 
few winter in the North Platte Valley; one was found at Wind Springs 
Ranch, Sioux Co, on 31 December (HKH). 

Dark-eved Junco : The most unusual junco reported was a "Gray- 
headed" Junco seen at Riverside Park Zoo, Scottsbluff, on 2 February 
(KL; photographed). This sighting represents only the 7th documented 
record for the state. "White-winged" Juncos wintered at James Ranch, 
Sioux Co (SL), and were also noted in Scottsbluff (KL). A few winter in 
Nebraska each year. "Oregon" Juncos are rare in eastern Nebraska; one 
was identified at a Nebraska City, Otoe Co, feeder on 28 February (LF, 
CF); another was spotted at Jackson, Dakota Co, on 20 January (BFH); 
and 3 were found at Wakefield, Dixon Co, on 29 January (JJ). "Pink- 
sided" Juncos, J . hyemalis mearnsi, are rarely reported in the east, and 
to date undocumented, and so a surprise was the 4 seen (along with 855 
other juncos) reported on the DeSoto NWR CBC on 17 December. 

Lapland Longspun The best count reached the "thousands" in a 12- 
mile stretch of road near North Bend, Dodge Co, on 25 January; they were 
gone by the end of January and none was present in February (DP, JP). 
The species was widely reported this winter. 

Snow Bunting : This winter was good for this species, with numbers as 
far south as Elmwood, Cass Co, where an excellent total of 500 were seen 
on 14 December (GW). Other good counts included 50 seen near Ames, 
Dodge Co, between 20 and 25 January (DP, JP) and 13 tallied in Dixon Co 
on 26 December (JJ). 














1£ 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 69 No.1 


Northern Cardinal : There are now "definitely little groups of 
cardinals along the [North Platte] river and they are moving west" (AK). 
Reports included 2 spotted east of McGrew, Scotts Bluff Co, on 13 January 
(AK); 5 birds spotted a mile east of Bridgeport, Morrill Co (fide AK); and 
5 found in a Bridgeport yard (fide AK). 

Dickcissel : Unexpected was one located in a Bellevue yard on 11 
December, seen at close range to have a "yellow breast" (LAL). This 
report is the 7th record for December-February; 4 of these occurred in 
December, and all from the south and east. 

Red-winaed Blackbird : Large numbers for midwinter were the 4,500 
counted east of Gering SL on 27 January (SJD), possibly migrants, and 
the 250 totalled in northwestern Phelps Co on 7 January (LR, RH). A 
single wintered at Chadron, Dawes Co (ZU), where such occurrences are 
rare. Rather late were the 4,000 found in northern Lancaster Co on 1 
January (LE). 

Western Meadowlark : Unusual in midwinter were the 45 birds, some 
singing, located at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, on 21 January (LR, RH). 
None was noted between 26 December and 3 February in Dakota Co (BFH). 
Yellow-headed Blackbird : The 2 males and a female discovered with 
other blackbirds at a feedlot east of Gering, Scotts Bluff Co, (SJD, PD, 
DD) denote only the 3rd record of overwintering. At the other end of the 
state, another adult male seen in Knox Co on 28 January (B) represents 
only the 4th midwinter record. 

Rustv Blackbird : Only casual in the north and west, especially in 
midwinter, 2 were spotted below Keystone Dam on 14 January (SJD). A 
few birds have been counted in recent years at HCR, about as far west as 
the species can be expected; this year as many as 62 were included on the 
HCR CBC on 15 December (fide JGJ). Some 40 still remained there on 
15 January (GH, WH). Small numbers, 1 to 3, were reported at several 
locations in the southeast through 14 January (JG, LE), although as many 
as 20 were spotted in Lancaster Co on 20 January (LE). This species is 
rare in midwinter in the southeast, but it overwinters on occasion. 
Brewer's Blackbird: As many as 41 were counted on the LM CBC on 30 
December (fide SJD); and 23 were still present below Keystone Dam 
from 14 January to 3 February (SJD). This sighting represents the only 
documented record of wintering that far west and north. The only other 
report was one found on the Grand Island CBC on 17 December (B; no 
details). 

Common Grackle : The only midwinter records included 4 to 8 which 
wintered at feeders as far north as Wakefield, Dixon Co (JJ), and a single 
spotted at a saleyard in Columbus, Platte Co, on 17 January (DP, JP). 
The first migrant appeared at Dakota City, Dakota Co, on 15 February 
(BFH). 

Great-tailed Grackle : In recent winters, this species has become 
casual in occurrence in winter. Only 6 birds were reported: one was seen 
at Niobrara Marsh, Knox Co, on 9 December (MB); one was found during 
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the LM CBC count week (fide SJD); and 2 males and 2 females were seen 
in Ogallala, Keith Co, on 1 January (SJD). 

Brown-headed Cowbird : A few midwinter reports were received, all 
from the south and east, where overwintering occurs on occasion: as many 
as 45 were found at a feedlot near Alma, Harlan Co, on 15 January (GH, 
WH, LR, RH); 3 were located near Republican City, Harlan Co, on 18 
January (GH, WH); and singles were spotted in northwestern Phelps Co 
on 28 January (LR, RH) and at a feeder in South Sioux City, Dakota Co, 
the same day (BFH). The latter denotes only the 4th midwinter record 
from the northeast. 

Grav-crowned Rosv-Finch : Thanks to the dogged efforts of Stephen J. 
Dinsmore, some rather amazing Leucosticte records were made this 
winter. Not only was a new species added to the state list (see Black Rosy- 
Finch), but an additional taxon, the Alaskan "Hepburn’s" Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finch, L tephrocotis littoralis, was found also, not to mention large 
numbers of regular old interior mundane Gray-crowneds, L t. 
tephtocotis. These birds tend to winter in an area near their favored roost 
site; Dinsmore has located at least 3 of these sites. The largest flock 
totalled 300+ at the Wind Springs Ranch, southern Sioux Co, roosting at 
an escarpment near the ranch house; this flock contained at least 6 
"Hepburn’s" (HKH, SJD, m.ob.). Another large flock of 200+ was found 
along Henry Road, roosting at the large escarpment a few miles north of 
Henry in Sioux Co; this flock contained at least 5 "Hepburn’s" (SJD). 
Another flock of 120 was located at Agate Fossil Beds SHP, Sioux Co; this 
flock contained 2 "Hepburn’s" (SJD, JF, AB). A single "Hepburn’s" was 
seen in a Gering, Scotts Bluff Co, yard throughout the period (Rod Smith, 
fide AK). Additional Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches (without "Hepburn’s") 
included 6 spotted at a new roost in southwestern Cheyenne Co on 3 
February (SJD), and 13 identified in Harrison, Sioux Co, on 10 
February (SJD, JF). The Cheyenne Co record represents only the 9th 
away from Sioux and Scotts Bluff Cos. 

Black Rosv-Finch : Along with "Hepburn’s" Gray-crowned Rosy- 
Finch, this taxon was new to the state list this winter. Dinsmore and 
Helen Hughson located and photographed at least 4 in the Wind Springs 
Ranch flock of Gray-crowneds (HKH, SJD, JF, m.ob), and others spotted 
included at least 6 in the Henry Road flock (SID, JF) and one in the Agate 
Fossil Beds SHP flock (SJD, JF, AB). These sightings represent the 
easternmost North American records for the species, except for a single 
Ohio record. 

Pine Grosbeak : This species has not been reported in the state since 
1988, and so a male identified with a flock of House Finches, American 
Goldfinches, and Eastern Bluebirds in Cottonwood Canyon, Lincoln Co, on 
29 December was a surprise (WRS; details and a cool drawing). 

Purple Finch : Few were reported. The best count, surprisingly, as far 
west as Keith Co, was the 25 tallied on the LM CBC on 30 December (fide 
SJD). Other westerly reports included singles spotted south of Gering, 
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Scotts Bluff Co, on 2 January (AK) and at LO, a male, on 3 February 
(SJD). The rest of the reports involved a total of about 16 birds, all in 
the southeast 

House Finch : The best count reached 191 on the LM CBC on 30 
December (fide SJD). An albino, with eyes and legs orange, was located at 
an Elmwood, Cass Co, feeder with other House Finches for several weeks 
(GW, photographs). 

Red Crossbill : Small groups visiting feeders were noted statewide. The 
farthest east were a few found at feeders in Tekamah, Burt Co, throughout 
the period (Joan Benson fide RG); between 5 and 10 were observed at the 
Neale Woods feeders in northern Douglas Co throughout the period (B); 2 
were seen at a feeder in Bellevue on 10 December (DB); and 2 were 
spotted at feeders in Nebraska City, Otoe Co, on 17 February (LF, CF). 
Red Crossbills are generally rare in the southeast. 

Common Redpoll : The only report was from the Seward-Branched Oak 
CBC on 15 December; a number was not given (JG). 

Pine Siskin : This year was about average overall for this species; the 
best counts included 100+ at a Chadron, Dawes Co, feeder on 28 January 
(ZU), and 86 on the HCR CBC on 15 December (fide JGJ). 

American Goldfinch : An average year for this species also; the best 
count totalled 718 on the DeSoto NWR CBC on 17 December (B). 

Evening Grosbeak: The only report was of small numbers located at 
Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co, and in Gering, Scotts Bluff Co, 
throughout the period (AK), about as expected. 

House Sparrow : Routine reports. 
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The 2000-2001 Nebraska Christmas Bird Count 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Box 9690/257 Thompson Hall 
Mississippi State, MS 39762 


The 2000-2001 Christmas Bird Count (CBC) period included 
nine counts in Nebraska, down one from last year. New this year was the 
resurrected Crawford count while Kearney and Dakota-Dix were missing 
(Table 1). These counts reported a total of 117 species and nearly 
138,000 individuals, which is not bad for such a cold count period. 
Counts were scattered statewide, but most effort was in the eastern half of 
the state where most of the birders are. The top count again this year was 
Lake McConaughy with 93 species. Other excellent totals included 71 at 
Harlan County and 65 at Branched Oak-Seward. Not surprisingly, Lincoln 
(27) and Omaha (22) had the most field observers. This year, the 
average count recorded 56 species. 


DISCUSSION OF SPECIES 


In the following discussion, I have attempted to discuss what I 
believe are the more important aspects of this year’s Christmas Bird 
Counts. This includes my general impressions about some of the more 
common species, mention of rarities, notable misses, and other topics. 

The species totals for each count are listed in Table 2. The 2000- 
2001 Nebraska CBC period will probably be best remembered for the 
extremely cold pre-count weather. Cold weather settled in by early 
November with below-normal temperatures statewide for November and 
December. Only one count (Scottsbluff) reported a count temperature 
above freezing. One indication of the cold weather was the fact that Lake 
McConaughy froze for the first time since the winter of 1997-98, and it 
did so on the early date of 26 December 2000 (typical freeze over occurs 
in mid-January). With the cold weather came snow, especially in the 
eastern half of the state. Only Scottsbluff and Lake McConaughy lacked 
snow cover on count day. 
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The semi-hardy water birds were poorly represented this year. 
The only grebes were single Horned/Eared and Western grebes lingering 
in the last open water at Lake McConaughy. Harlan County hosted a lone 
Double-crested Cormorant this year. Only 9 Great Blue Herons were 
found, mostly in the west at Lake McConaughy (4) and Scottsbluff (3). 

Waterfowl were scarce this year, in contrast to their abundance 
the last two winters. Noteworthy were Greater White-fronted Geese at 
Harlan County (5) and Lincoln (1). A large flock of Snow Geese at Harlan 
County contained 5 Ross’s Geese, but a single Ross’s Goose farther west at 
Lake McConaughy was very unusual in winter. Canada Geese were 
abundant, especially in the west, and were missed only at Crawford. A 
record 35 Trumpeter Swans were at Lake McConaughy while another 4 
were found at Calamus-Loup. Mallards were the only other abundant 
waterfowl species, but numbers were considerably below normal. Most 
were at Harlan County, where a much higher count raised the suspicions 
of the compiler and hints at the difficulty of accurately counting large 
flocks of birds. Other notable waterfowl totals included a Wood Duck, 27 
Greater Scaup, and a Barrow’s Goldeneye at Lake McConaughy, a well- 
described Barrow’s Goldeneye at Calamus-Loup, and 2 Wood Ducks at 
Omaha. 

Bald Eagles were reported from all counts with a high of 184 at 
Harlan County. A record 86 were at Lake McConaughy, no doubt aided by 
abundant ice cover. A good total of 44 Northern Harriers was reported 
from six counts. Accipiters were well reported with 23 Sharp-shinned 
and 15 Cooper’s hawks. The only Ferruginous Hawks were four at Lake 
McConaughy. Rough-legged Hawks staged a major irruption with a total of 
65 birds reported. They were reported from all counts, but most were in 
the western two thirds of the state. A total of 6 Golden Eagles was found on 
the three westernmost counts. American Kestrels were found in average 
numbers, along with nice totals of 5 Merlins and 6 Prairie Falcons. 
Merlins at Norfolk (1) and Branched Oak-Seward (2) were notable for 
eastern Nebraska. Observers are encouraged to report the race of all 
Merlins seen in winter in Nebraska since both the pale western race 
richardsonii and the darker eastern race columbarius can occur. 

Gallinaceous birds were found in good numbers, aided by abundant 
snow cover. Ring-necked Pheasants were numerous in the east but scarce 
in the west, a trend that has been evident for more than a year. Prairie 
grouse reports included 28 Sharp-tailed Grouse on two counts in western 
Nebraska and 143 Greater Prairie-Chickens on three counts. Wild 
Turkeys had a great year with 460 on seven counts including 253 at 
Scottsbluff and 144 at Omaha. Surprisingly, Northern Bobwhite were 
widely reported in good numbers with a total of 195 on seven counts. I 
wonder how many of these survived the winter? As expected, the only 
Virginia Rail was a single at Lake McConaughy, a regular wintering locale. 
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Despite the lack of open water, 298 American Coots were hanging on at 
Lake McConaughy; the only other report was a single at Scottsbluff. 
Shorebirds were scarce with only 8 Killdeer and 15 Common Snipe 
statewide. However, a surprising adult Spotted Sandpiper was along an 
open creek at Harlan County, the first winter report for Nebraska. Gulls 
were scarce this year with most reports from Lake McConaughy where 
counters found an adult Mew Gull, a low count of two California Gulls, and 
respectable totals of 7 Thayer’s and 9 Glaucous gulls. The only other 
interesting gull was a lone Thayer’s Gull at Harlan County. 

Eurasian Collared-Doves continue to solidify their range in 
Nebraska with 7 seen in Ogallala on the Lake McConaughy CBC. The three 
common owls were all found in average numbers. Interesting owls 
included 6 Long-eared and 2 Northern Saw-whet owls at Lake 
McConaughy and a Short-eared Owl at Branched Oak-Seward. Small 
numbers of Belted Kingfishers were found on all counts except Crawford. 
Red-headed Woodpeckers were restricted to southeast Nebraska with a 
single at Lincoln and 33 at Omaha. A single Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was 
at Branched Oak-Seward; this species is rare in Nebraska in winter. 
Northern Shrikes were present in average numbers after last year’s 
invasion. 

The 37 Pinyon Jays at Crawford are the first CBC report in 
several years, but were not unexpected for this locale. With all the snow 
cover it was not surprising that Horned Larks were abundant, topped by a 
count of 660 at Branched Oak-Seward. Red-breasted Nuthatches staged a 
minor irruption this year with 25 birds statewide, 11 of them at Lake 
McConaughy. A single Pygmy Nuthatch was at Scottsbluff, a regular 
breeding locale. Brown Creepers were unusually abundant with 88 
counted statewide, including an impressive 34 at Lincoln. As expected, 
none were found on the two westernmost counts (Crawford and 
Scottsbluff). A total of 6 Carolina Wrens was found on three counts, 
including three a bit far west at Harlan County. Single Winter Wrens 
were at Harlan County and Calamus-Loup while 4 Marsh Wrens were at 
Lake McConaughy. Golden-crowned Kinglets were generally scarce, except 
in eastern Nebraska where there were 24 at Lincoln. Eastern Bluebirds 
were widespread with a total of 105 found on 5 eastern counts. 
Townsend’s Solitaires were common in the west, although the 4 at 
Branched Oak-Seward were more unusual. This was a great winter for 
American Robins with more than 12,000 counted. Calamus-Loup had 
more than half the total with three other counts (Branched Oak-Seward, 
Harlan County, and Lake McConaughy) tallying more than 1,000 
individuals each. Numbers of other frugivores such as Cedar Waxwings 
were generally low, and the only Yellow-rumped Warblers were three at 
Harlan County. 

Sparrows were generally found in good numbers this year. A nice 
total of 10 Spotted Towhees was found, including one bird a bit far west at 
Scottsbluff. Song Sparrows were found in only average numbers while the 
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only Swamp Sparrows were two at Lake McConaughy and one at Lincoln. 
Small numbers of White-throated Sparrows were found on three counts, 
all in the southeast. Harris’s Sparrows were found in excellent numbers 
in the eastern half of the state, topped by 143 at Branched Oak-Seward. 
Surprisingly, none was found in the west. Small numbers of Lapland 
Longspurs were found on five counts while the only Snow Buntings were 
the five at Lake McConaughy. Surprisingly, it was a good year for 
icterids, despite the cold weather. Four Eastern Meadowlarks were 
reported at Lincoln; the winter distribution of meadowlarks in Nebraska 
needs further study since a few Eastern’s presumably winter in the 
southeast corner of Nebraska. Rusty Blackbirds were found on four 
counts with a high of 61 at Harlan County. The only Brewer’s Blackbirds 
were 41 found at Lake McConaughy, a good number for late December. 
Common Grackles and Brown-headed Cowbirds were found in 
average numbers and an excellent total of 121 Great-tailed Grackles was 
found at Omaha (although the birds were barely in Iowa). 

Finches were once again scarce this winter. Small numbers of 
Purple Finches were found on four counts with the most, surprisingly, at 
Lake McConaughy. Pine Siskins were seen on all counts, although only in 
small numbers. The only unusual finches were two Red Crossbills and a 
Common Redpoll at Branched Oak-Seward. 


NOTABLE MISSES 


A number of species were not reported this year, including Pied¬ 
billed Grebe, American White Pelican, Northern Shoveler, Loggerhead 
Shrike, Mountain Bluebird, and Fox Sparrow. Most of these are cold- 
sensitive species, so it was not unusual to miss them this year. 
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Stephen J. Dinsmore (compiler), Robin Harding, Helen Hughsen, Bill 
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Gene Gaddie, David Heidt, Nancy Powers, Jan Uttecht, Duane Wolff, Marty 
Wolff 
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Branched Oak-Seward John Brenneman, Larry Einemann, Mike 
Ellis, Joe Gubanyi (compiler), Paul Kaufman, Thomas Labedz, Jeanine 
Lackey, Jeremiah Penn, Jessica Penn, Kevin Poague, Amy Richert, Scott 
Taylor, Jerry Toll 

Lincoln Betty Adams, Irene Alexander, Linda Brown (compiler), Terri 
Brown, Jackie Canterbury, Sam Cunningham, Sherri Cunningham, Lynn 
Darling, Anne DeVries, Larry Einemann, Tim Epp, Sue Guild, Eve 
Hoffman, Don Hogg, Gen Hogg, Paul Johnsgard, Tim Knott, Josef Kren, 
George May, Linda Maslowski, Pete Maslowski, Kevin Poague, Paul 
Reagan, Phyllis Reagan, Ken Reitan, Dick Rhodes, Ramona Rhodes, Amy 
Richert, Scott Richert, Jeanette Richoux, Carol Rustad, Donald Showen, 
Judy Showen, Adam Smith, Bill Smith, Dave Tittertington, Moni Usasz, 
Joyce Vannier, Lyle Vannier, Diane West, Kay Young 

Omaha Elliot Bedows, Warren Bielenburg, Bob Fuchs, Betty Grenon 
(compiler), Lois Inskeep, Clem Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, 
Catherine Kuper, Steve Lamphere, Howard Mattix, Sue Mattix, Shirley 
Noar, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Don Paseka, Gary Poore, Neal 
Ratzlaff, Kathleen Rose, Eric Scholar, Vicky Scoville, David Smith, Jerry 
Toll 



\) 


Table 1: Site data for 2000-2001 Nebraska Bird Counts 

Field Temp Snow 

Count Name_Date Species Total Birds Obs. Pt. L H Depth Wind 


Crawford 

31 Dec 

27 

545 

2 

2 

12 

22 

9” 

Calm 

Scott sbluff 

23 Dec 

49 

34,704 

11 

3 

18 

35 

0 

SE 0-15 

Lake McConaugy 

30 Dec 

93 

26,217 

11 

8 

15 

29 

0 

SE 0-10 

Harlan County R 

15 Dec 

71 

17,222 

10 

5 

7 

24 

1 

SE 10-15 

Calamus-Loup 

30 Dec 

44 

9,709 

8 

3 

10 

17 

2 

SW 5-10 

Norfolk 

27 Dec 

46 

6,574 

10 

7 

9 

17 

3 

SW 5-15 

Branched Oak-Seward 

15 Dec 

64 

10,494 

19 

11 

14 

27 

7 

NW 5-10 

Lincoln 

17 Dec 

56 

11,108 

27 

15 

-1 

15 

9 

S 0-17 

Omaha 

23 Dec 

59 

6,561 

22 

8 

17 

20 

8 

N 10-20 
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Table 2: 2000 Christmas Bird Count 


Species 

Crawford 

Scottsbluff 

Lake 

Mcconaugh 

Harlan 
County R 

Calaums- 

Loup 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Oman a 

TOTAL 

Homed Eared Grebe 



1 







1 

Western Grebe 



1 







1 

Double-crested 

Cormorant 




1 






1 

Great Blue Heron 


3 

4 

1 




1 


9 

Great White-fronted 
Goose 




5 




1 


6 

Snow Goose 



3 

700 




39 


742 

Ross’ Goose 



1 

5 






6 

Canada Goose 


19523 

13579 

1204 

299 

2 

521 

3243 

341 

38712 

Trumpeter Swan 



35 


4 





39 

Wood Duck 



1 






2 

3 

Gadwall 



19 







19 

American Wigeon 


43 

25 

4 






72 

Mallard 


11285 

3236 

15000 

66 

2 

38 

310 

40 

29977 

Northern Pintail 


4 

2 

2 






8 
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Species 

Crawford 

ScottsblufT 

Lake 

Mcconaugh 

Harlan 

County R 

Calaums- 

Loup 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omana 

TOTAL 

Green-winged Teal 



125 

13 





22 

160 

Canvasback 



5 







5 

Redhead 



48 







48 

Ring-necked Duck 



44 







44 

Greater Scaup 



27 







27 

Lesser Scaup 



13 





24 

2 

39 

Bufflehead 



37 





1 


38 

Common Goldeneye 


1 

448 

11 

26 




48 

534 

Barrow’s Goldeneye 



1 


1 





2 

Hooded Merganser 



1 







1 

Common Merganser 



2120 

1500 

56 


50 


52 

3778 

Red-breasted 

Merganser 



1 







1 

Bald Eagle 

1 

8 

86 

184 

17 

4 

5 

1 

30 

336 

Northern Harrier 


2 

9 

14 



7 

10 

2 

44 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 


3 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 

5 

2 

23 

Cooper’s Hawk 



1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

4 

1 

15 
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Species 

Crawford 

Scottsbluff 

Lake 

Mcconaugh 

Harlan 

County R 

Calaums- 

Loup 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Oman a 

TOTAL 

accipiter sp. 







1 


1 

2 

Red-tailed Hawk 

2 

7 

23 

40 

12 

34 

39 

35 

78 

270 

Ferruginous Hawk 



4 







4 

Rough-legged Hawk 

4 

4 

12 

12 

16 

13 

1 

1 

2 

65 

Golden Eagle 

3 

2 

1 







6 

American Kestrel 

1 

22 

26 

8 

7 

9 

8 

3 

14 

98 

Merlin 


1 


1 


1 

2 



5 

Prairie Falcon 

1 

1 

3 

1 






6 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

1 

11 

10 

1 


89 

46 

28 

40 

226 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

23 


4 


1 





28 

Greater Prairie- 
Chicken 



44 

5 

94 





143 

Wild Turkey 

4 

253 

2 

4 

13 


40 


144 

460 

Northern Bobwhite 


20 

28 

11 


2 

77 

25 

32 

195 

Virginia Rail 



1 







1 

American Coot 


1 

298 







299 

Killdeer 



5 

2 




1 


8 
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Species 

Crawford 

Scottsbluff 

Lake 

Mcconaugh 

Harlan 

County R 

Calaums- 

Loup 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omana 

TOTAL 

Spotted Sandpiper 




1 






1 

Common Snipe 


2 

5 



6 


1 

1 

15 

Mew Gull 



1 







1 

Ring-Billed Gull 



586 

5 






591 

California Gull 



2 







2 

Herring Gull 



497 

15 



1 



513 

Thayer’s Gull 



7 

1 






8 

Glaucous Gull 



9 







9 

Rock Dove 

69 

161 

144 

78 

49 

322 

35 

996 

271 

2125 

Eurasian Collared- 
Dove 



7 







7 

Mourning Dove 




8 



13 

104 

62 

187 

Eastern Screech-Owl 



5 

5 


1 

9 


6 

26 

Great Homed Owl 


1 

15 

5 

1 

11 

6 

6 

3 

48 

Barred Owl 






4 

4 


3 

11 

Long-eared Owl 



6 







6 

Short-eared Owl 







1 



1 
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Species 

Crawford 

Scottsbluff 

Lake 

Mcconaugh 

Harlan 

County R 

Calaums- 

Loup 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omana 

TOTAL 

Northern Saw-whet 

Owl 



2 







2 

Belted Kingfisher 


4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

3 

24 

Red-headed 

Woodpecker 








1 

33 

34 

Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 



4 

33 

1 

24 

35 

27 

93 

217 

Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker 







1 



1 

Downy Woodpecker 

2 

10 

31 

34 

14 

23 

61 

83 

107 

365 

Hairy Woodpecker 

3 

2 

5 

4 

1 

8 

7 

9 

16 

55 

Northern Flicker 


33 

45 

22 

25 

12 

58 

34 

44 

273 

Northern Shrike 

2 


7 

3 

5 

1 

5 


1 

24 

Shrike sp. 







1 



1 

Blue Jay 


51 

26 

8 

6 

55 

159 

269 

86 

660 

Pinyon Jay 

37 









37 

Black-billed Magpie 

18 

92 

97 

19 


38 

5 



269 

American Crow 

21 

123 

34 

635 

928 

603 

856 

673 

616 

4489 

Homed Lark 

1 

8 

343 

180 


119 

660 

107 

227 

1645 
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Species 

Crawford 

Scottsbluff 

Lake 

Mcconaugh 

Harlan 

County R 

Calaums- 

Loup 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Oman a 

TOTAL 

Black-capped 

Chickadee 

13 

33 

66 

81 

34 

108 

191 

205 

297 

1028 

Tufted Titmouse 







1 


55 

56 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

1 

6 

11 



1 

3 

3 


25 

White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

7 

2 

12 

32 

1 

14 

61 

50 

85 

264 

Pygmy Nuthatch 


1 








1 

Brown Creeper 



13 

12 

4 


11 

43 

14 

88 

Carolina Wren 




3 




2 

1 

6 

Winter Wren 




1 

1 





2 

Marsh Wren 



4 







4 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 



7 

1 

5 

1 

12 

24 

2 

52 

Eastern Bluebird 




31 

24 


36 

5 

9 

105 

Townsend’s Solitaire 


11 

58 

2 



4 



75 

American Robin 


332 

1147 

1984 

6528 

11 

2393 

12 

3 

12410 

European Starling 

104 

956 

694 

2507 

277 

1433 

670 

1451 

1413 

9505 

Cedar Waxwing 


112 

82 

8 

114 


163 

30 

40 

549 
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Species 

Crawford 

Scottsbluff 

Lake 

Mcconaugh 

Harlan 

County R 

Calaums- 

Loup 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omana 

TOTAL 

Yellow-rumped 

Warbler 




3 






3 

Spotted Towhee 


1 


4 



5 



10 

American Tree 

Sparrow 

36 

9 

152 

2281 

178 

660 

1208 

670 

169 

5363 

Song Sparrow 


1 

24 

39 

1 


34 

22 

11 

132 

Swamp Sparrow 



2 





1 


3 

White-throated 

Sparrow 







2 

8 

5 

15 

Harris’ Sparrow 




114 

3 

8 

143 

57 

23 

348 

White-crowned 

Sparrow 


9 

9 

38 



2 



58 

Dark-eyed Junco 

74 

129 

484 

283 

98 

209 

943 

429 

639 

3288 

Lapland Longspur 



59 

145 


1 

97 


2 

304 

Snow Bunting 



5 







5 

Northern Cardinal 



28 

43 

7 

19 

127 

141 

132 

497 

Red-winged Blackbird 


915 

19 

4201 

375 

1082 

476 

369 


7437 

Eastern Meadowlark 








4 


4 

Western Meadowlark 




2 




6 


8 
































JO 


Species 

Crawford 

ScottsblufF 

Lake 

Mcconaugh 

Harlan 

County R 

Calaumg- 

Loup 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omana 

TOTAL 

meadowlark sp. 


10 

23 

50 


124 

319 

109 

105 

740 

Rusty Blackbird 



5 

61 


4 

18 



88 

Brewer’s Blackbird 



41 







41 

Common Grackle 



9 



1 

1 

7 

1 

19 

Great-tailed Grackle 









121 

121 

Brown- 

headedCowbird 




32 


4 

1 



37 

Purple Finch 



25 




5 

1 

7 

38 

House Finch 

24 

37 

191 

54 

14 

90 

54 

244 

15 

723 

Red Crossbill 







2 



2 

Common Redpoll 







1 



1 

Pine Siskin 

16 

77 

25 

86 


30 

1 

7 

3 

245 

American Goldfinch 

3 

37 

308 

180 

336 

128 

480 

86 

225 

1783 

House Sparrow 

74 

343 

494 

152 

59 

1227 

241 

980 

758 

4328 












TOTAL SPECIES 

27 

49 

93 

71 

43 

46 

65 

56 

58 

56.444 

TOTAL BIRDS 

545 

34702 

26217 

32222 

9705 

6544 

10463 

11007 

6560 

137965 
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First confirmed records of Dusky Flycatcher for Nebraska 

1 Stephen J. Dinsmore and 2w. Ross Silcock 

1 Stephen J. Dinsmore 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Box 9690/257 Thompson Hall 
Mississippi State, MS 39762 
2P.O. Box 57 Tabor, IA 51653 

Prior to the fall of 2000, there were no accepted records of Dusky 
Flycatcher for Nebraska. With the exception of a single sight record by 
Silcock (17 May 1992) judged "Hypothetical" by the Nebraska 
Ornithologists' Union Records Committee, this species had been 
unreported in Nebraska. Dusky Flycatchers breed locally in the Black 
Hills of South Dakota (Peterson 1990) and were presumed to occur in 
western Nebraska. Here, we report the capture of three Dusky 
Flycatchers in Kimball County and three additional sight records from 
western Nebraska. 

On 31 August 2000, we were mist netting below the dam of Oliver 
Reservoir in Kimball County. At 10:05 a.m., we captured an Empidonax 
that we suspected was a Dusky Flycatcher. We returned to the car to 
measure and photograph the bird before releasing it at 10:45 a.m. The 
bird was clearly an Empidonax flycatcher on the basis of the small size, 
wingbars, eyering, and bill shape. The bill was rather long with a 
moderately broad base and a strong triangular shape (the sides of the bill 
were not convex). The underbill was bright orange at the base with the 
proximal one half being dark-colored. The color distinction on the 
underbill was not sharp, but was instead rather gradual. There were 
prominent whiskers (at least 1 cm in length) at the base of the bill. The 
head was dark gray, a bit darker on the crown. The bird had a prominent 
white eyering that broadened slightly behind the eye (a "teardrop" 
shape). The throat was paler and contrasted with the darker olive-gray 
upper breast. The mantle was olive and distinctly contrasted with the 
grayer head. The wings were dark with two clear white/buff wingbars. 
The rectrices were dark olive. The legs were black. The bird did not 
vocalize. After photographing the bird, we took a series of measurements 
suggested by Pyle (1997) to confirm our identification (see Table 1). 
The primary projection was short, and we also noted that p4 and plO 
were roughly the same length. On the basis of moderate feather wear, 
ossified skull, underbill coloration, and plumage, we concluded the bird 
was an adult Dusky Flycatcher. Furthermore, on the basis of the 
relatively short (for a Dusky Flycatcher) measures for wing and tail 
lengths, we concluded the bird was probably a female, but this conclusion 
is by no means solid. 
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On 7 September 2000, Dinsmore and Loren and Babs Padelford 
were mist netting along the north side of Oliver Reservoir when they 
captured an Empidonax at approximately 12:00 p.m. The bird bore a 
strong resemblance to a Dusky Flycatcher the authors had captured there 
on 31 August. With that possibility in mind, they took the bird back to the 
car for measurement (see Table 1). While in the hand, the bird vocalized 
several times. Mostly, it gave a single, high-pitched "whee" note, 
although it also gave a raspy "burr" note on a coupe of occasions. On the 
basis of the very fresh plumage, they speculated that the bird was a 
juvenile Dusky Flycatcher. The bird did not have any wear in either the 
flight feathers or rectrices that would be more suggestive of an adult bird. 

On 20 September 2000, Dinsmore was birding the north side of 
Oliver Reservoir when he noticed an Empidonax feeding along the edge of a 
willow thicket. He observed the bird for a couple of minutes at close 
range and identified it as a Dusky Flycatcher. Features noted included the 
gray head contrasting with the olive mantle, the short primary 
projection, the orange underbill with a dusky tip, the white, teardrop¬ 
shaped eyering, and the bill which was of medium length and fairly broad. 
At 9:30 a.m., the bird was captured in a nearby mist net. Because of the 
close proximity of the bird to the net, and the fact that there were no 
other Empidonax observed at Oliver Reservoir that day, he concluded that 
both encounters were with the same bird. After capturing the bird, he 
took it back to the car and took a series of measures suggested by Pyle 
(1997) to confirm the identification (see Table 1). 

All of the measurements in Table 1 fall within the range for Dusky 
Flycatcher (see Pyle 1997). Separation from other species of Empidonax 
was based on a wide range of morphological and plumage characters. Bill 
shape (sides of bill straight, not convex) and coloration should eliminate 
all eastern Empidonax flycatchers. This elimination leaves four other 
species to consider: Gray, Hammond’s, Cordilleran, and Pacific-Slope 
flycatchers. The combination of bill color (underbill not solidly orange), 
feather measurements, and narrower bill eliminates Cordilleran and 
Pacific-Slope flycatchers. Gray Flycatcher was eliminated on the basis of 
plumage coloration (e.g., olive mantle), specific pattern on underbill 
(dark coloration reduced and much more sharply defined on Gray 
Flycatcher), and series of wing and tail measurements (most of these 
overlap for the two species, but all measurements were more "normal" 
for Dusky Flycatcher and often unusually small or large for Gray 
Flycatcher). Hammond’s Flycatcher was eliminated on the basis of 
plumage coloration, the short primary projection, and morphology 
(especially the various wing and wing minus tail measurements). 

In addition to the above records, there were three additional sight 
reports of Dusky Flycatchers in fall 2000. These included single birds 
spotted on 21 July at Wellfleet, Lincoln Co. (WRS, pers. obs.); 11 
September at Mud Springs, Morrill Co. (SJD, pers. obs.); and 20 
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September at Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co. (SJD, pers. obs., Helen 
Hughson). Each of these birds was identified by a combination of features 
including short primary projection, bill shape, color pattern on the 
underbill, plumage, and call notes. 

On the basis of the reports for fall 2000, it appears that Dusky 
Flycatcher may be a regular fall migrant throughout the Nebraska 
Panhandle, with a few possibly occurring farther east. It is also 
interesting that all three Empidonax captured at Oliver Reservoir turned 
out to be Dusky Flycatchers. More netting will be necessary before we 
fully understand the occurrence of the various Empidonax in western 
Nebraska. However, it is now clear that Dusky Flycatcher occurs there 
and indeed may be one of the more common species in fall. 


Literature Cited 

Peterson, R.A. 1990. A birdwatcher's guide to the Black Hills. PC 
Publishing, Vermillion, South Dakota. 

Pyle, P. 1997. Identification guide to North American Birds. Part I. Slate 
Creek Press, Bolinas, California. 732 pages. 

Table 1. Measurements taken from Dusky Flycatchers captured at Oliver 
Reservoir, Kimball County, Nebraska in fall 2000. 



31 August 

7 September 

20 September 

Wing (natural wing chord) 

64.9 

65.1 

67.9 

Tail length 

59.9 

61.0 

62.5 

Wing minus tail 

5.0 

4.1 

5.4 

Bill length (nares to tip) 

6.6 

7.6 

7.4 

Bill width 

4.3 

4.5 

4.7 

Longest primary 

64.9 

63.2 

62.7 

Longest secondary 

Longest primary (p8) 

50.4 

52.8 

51.7 

minus longest secondary 
Longest primary (p8) 

14.5 

10.5 

11.0 

minus p6 

3.0 

1.3 

1.5 

p6 minus pi 0 

8.8 

8.0 

9.2 

p9 minus p5 

5.4 

2.9 

3.4 
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NOU Fall Field Days 2000 


The 2000 NOU Fall Field Days were helt on 8-10 September in Ogballala. 
Most of the field trips focused on Lake McConaughy and the surrounding 
sites, which is where most of the birds were. An excellent total of 162 
species was found, including the following rarities: a Pacific Loon, 2 Red¬ 
necked Grebes, 2 Ruddy Turnstones, a flock of 5 Red Knots, 2 Pomarine 
Jaegers, an adult Lesser Black-backed Gull, 1 -2 juvenile Sabine’s Gulls, 
Plumbeous and Cassin’s vireos, and Townsend’s and MacGillivray’s 
warblers. 


COUNTIES 


Species 

Lincoln 

McPherson 

Arthur 

Garden 

Keith 

Pacific Loon 





X 

Pied-billed Grebe 

X 


X 


X 

Red-necked Grebe 





X 

Eared Grebe 





X 

Western Grebe 



X 


X 

Clark’s Grebe 





X 

American White Pelican 





X 

Double-crested 

Cormorant 


X 

X 


X 

Great Blue Heron 



X 

X 

X 

Great Egret 





X 

Snowy Egret 





X 

Green Heron 




X 


Black-crowned Night-Heron 





X 

Plegadis sp. 



X 


X 

Turkey Vulture 

X 



X 

X 

Canada Goose 

X 




X 

Trumpeter Swan 



X 



Wood Duck 





X 

Gadwall 





X 
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Species 

Lincoln 

McPherson 

Arthur 

Garden 

Keith 

American Wigeon 





X 

Mallard 

X 

X 



X 

Blue-Winged Teal 

X 

X 



X 

Northern Shoveler 



X 


X 

Northern Pintail 

X 




X 

Green-Winged Teal 





X 

Canvasback 





X 

Redhead 





X 

Common Merganser 





X 

Ruddy Duck 





X 

Osprey 

X 




X 

Mississippi Kite 





X 

Northern Harrier 



X 

X 

X 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

X 



X 

X 

Cooper’s Hawk 





X 

Swainson’s Hawk 


X 

X 

X 

X 

Red-tailed Hawk 


X 

X 

X 

X 

Ferruginous Hawk 





X 

American Kestrel 


X 

X 

X 

X 

Peregrine Falcon 





X 

Prairie Falcon 





X 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 


X 




Wild Turkey 




X 

X 

Sora 





X 

American Coot 



X 


X 

Black-bellied Plover 





X 

Semipalmated Plover 





X 

Killdeer 

X 

X 



X 

American Avocet 



X 


X 

Greater Yellowlegs 

X 


X 


X 
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Species 

Lincoln 

McPherson 

Arthur 

Garden 

Keith 

Lesser Yellowlegs 





X 

Solitary Sandpiper 





X 

Willet 





X 

Spotted Sandpiper 





X 

Upland Sandpiper 





X 

Marbled Godwit 





X 

Ruddy Turnstone 





X 

Red Knot 





X 

Sanderling 





X 

Semipalmated Sandpiper 





X 

Western Sandpiper 





X 

Least Sandpiper 





X 

Baird's Sandpiper 





X 

Pectoral Sandpiper 





X 

Stilt Sandpiper 



X 


X 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper 





X 

Long-billed Dowitcher 



X 


X 

Common Snipe 





X 

Wilson's Phalarope 





X 

Red-necked Phalarope 





X 

Pomarine Jaeger 





X 

Franklin’s Gull 





X 

Ring-billed Gull 

X 



X 

X 

California Gull 





X 

Herring Gull 





X 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 





X 

Sabine’s Gull 





X 

Caspian Tern 





X 

Common Term 





X 

Forster’s Tern 





X 
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Species 

Lincoln 

McPherson 

Arthur 

Garden 

Keith 

Black Tern 





X 

Rock Dove 

X 




X 

Mourning Dove 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 




X 

X 

Eastern Screech-Owl 





X 

Great Horned Owl 





X 

Common Nighthawk 





X 

Common Poorwill 





X 

Chimney Swift 





X 

Hummingbird sp. 




X 

X 

Belted Kingfisher 

X 



X 

X 

Red-headed Woodpecker 


X 


X 

X 

Downy Woodpecker 




X 

X 

Hairy Woodpecker 





X 

Northern Flicker 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Western Wood-Pewee 




X 

X 

Great Crested Flycatcher 




X 

X 

Western Kingbird 




X 

X 

Eastern Kingbird 





X 

Loggerhead Shrike 

X 

X 



X 

Horned Lark 




X 

X 

Plumbeous Vireo 




X 


Cassin’s Vireo 




X 


Warbling Vireo 




X 

X 

Red-eyed Vireo 





X 

Blue Jay 




X 

X 

Black-billed Magpie 




X 

X 

American Crow 


X 

X 

X 

X 

Tree Swallow 



X 


X 

Bank Swallow 





X 
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Species 

Lincoln 

McPherson 

Arthur 

Garden 

Keith 

Cliff Swallow 





X 

Barn Swallow 

X 

X 



X 

Black-capped Chickadee 




X 

X 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 





X 

White-breasted Nuthatch 




X 

X 

Rock Wren 




X 

X 

House Wren 


X 


X 

X 

Marsh Wren 





X 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 




X 

X 

Eastern Bluebird 




X 

X 

Mountain Bluebird 




X 


Townsend’s Solitaire 




X 

X 

American Robin 




X 

X 

Catharus sp. 




X 

X 

Gray Catbird 




X 

X 

Northern Mockingbird 




X 

X 

Brown Thrasher 


X 


X 

X 

European Starling 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Cedar Waxwing 




X 

X 

Orange-crowned Warbler 




X 


Yellow Warbler 





X 

Yellow-rumped 

Warbler 





X 

Townsend’s Warbler 




X 


Black-and-white Warbler 




X 


American Redstart 




X 


Oven bird 





X 

MacGillivray’s Warbler 




X 


Common Yellowthroat 




X 

X 

Wilson’s Warbler 



X 

X 

X 







































VnL 69 No.1 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


A1 


Species 

Lincoln 

McPherson 

Arthur 

Garden 

Keith 

Yellow-breasted Chat 




X 


Western Tanager 




X 


Spotted Towhee 




X 

X 

Chipping Sparrow 





X 

Clay-colored Sparrow 


X 

X 


X 

Field Sparrow 





X 

Vesper Sparrow 


X 

X 


X 

Lark Sparrow 





X 

Lark Bunting 



X 



Savannah Sparrow 



X 



Dark-eyed Junco 




X 


Northern Cardinal 




X 

X 

Red-winged Blackbird 

X 


X 

X 

X 

Western Meadowlark 


X 

X 

X 

X 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 


X 


X 

X 

Common Grackle 




X 

X 

Great-tailed Grackle 





X 

Brown-headed Cowbird 





X 

Baltimore Oriole 




X 


Baltimore X Bullock’s Oriole 





X 

House Finch 




X 

X 

American Goldfinch 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

House Sparrow 


X 



X 







Total Species For Each 
Area 

20 

24 

27 

61 

144 


Total Species in all Five 
Counties 


162 


* * * * * 
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First record of a Reddish Egret for Nebraska 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Box 9690/257 Thompson Hall 
Mississippi State, MS 39762 

On 27 September 2000, I was birding the west end of Lake 
McConaughy from Marina Landing. At 2:15 p.m. I noticed a few egrets 
farther east off Cedar Vue. By 2:30 p.m. I had arrived at Cedar Vue and 
began looking over the egrets. The egrets were loosely scattered in a small 
area with numerous Great Blue Herons, approximately 400m from the 
north shore of the lake. There were six egrets present-4 Great Egrets, 1 
Snowy Egret, and an intermediate-sized bird that I identified as a white 
morph Reddish Egret. The Reddish Egret foraged for about half an hour and 
then flew to some snags in the middle of the mudflat and was sleeping by 
3:30 p.m. I returned at 5:15 p.m. and found the bird actively foraging 
with the Snowy Egret within 200m of the north shore. By 6 p.m., the bird 
had returned to its roost in the middle of the mudflat and was asleep when 
I left the area at 6:08 p.m. 

During the initial observation period, the bird was often in the 
company of Snowy and Great egrets, allowing for direct comparisons to 
both species. The bird was noticeably larger than a Snowy Egret and only 
slightly smaller than a Great Egret under direct comparisons to both 
species. The plumage was entirely white with no dark mottling or dusky 
wingtips. There were a few scraggly plumes along the sides of the neck, 
but these were not as extensive as those of an adult Reddish Egret. The bill 
was long, dagger-shaped, and in good light appeared light gray with the 
distal 5% black. The bill was essentially a large replica of a Snowy 
Egret’s bill, and was noticeably thinner (especially at the base) than a 
Great Egret. I estimated that the bill was at least 90% of the length of a 
Great Egret’s bill. At times, the facial skin appeared to be pale (probably 
pink), but I could not adequately discern the specific color because of the 
distance and lighting. The eye was yellow with a black iris. The legs were 
a very dark gray/black color with no yellow color on the legs or feet. 
Although the bird appeared white when perched, I thought it showed a pale 
gray cast (especially on the wings) in flight, but this could have been due 
to backlighting. The bird’s behavior was very distinctive and typical of a 
Reddish Egret. When feeding, the bird began with a low, crouched trot that 
gradually became a run. At the end of the run, the bird would raise its 
neck, spread one or both wings, take a few erratic steps, and then jab at 
something in the water. This process was repeated continuously, and the 
bird covered a lot of ground when feeding. The low crouched trot that 
precedes the open-wing foraging behavior is very typical of Reddish 
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Egrets, and I have never seen this behavior emulated by any other wader. 
On the basis of bill color and plumage, I concluded the bird was an 
immature white morph Reddish Egret. While the exact age of the bird is 
speculative, the combination of bill pattern, pale lores, leg color, and 
scraggly plumages at the base of the neck may be indicative of a 
second-year Reddish Egret (R. Paul, pers. comm., Paul 1996). 

The Reddish Egret remained in this area through at least 15 October 
and was seen by several birders. This is the first record of a Reddish 
Egret for Nebraska. Reddish Egrets are the rarest of the North American 
herons (Paul 1996). The U. S. breeding population is thought to number 
about 2,000 pairs; about 1,500 pairs breed in Texas (Paul 1991). 
Reddish Egrets are exceedingly rare vagrants northward to the Great 
Plains with published records from Oklahoma (3), Kansas (2), and 
Colorado (5). Most records are from the post-breeding period 
(July-September), but there are also a few spring records in May. To 
date, all previous records have been of dark morph birds, mostly 
immatures. White morph birds comprise about 5-12% of the Gulf Coast 
population in Texas (Hancock and Kushlan 1984), so they would be 
expected to occur inland much less frequently than dark morph 
individuals. Identification problems with white morph birds may also 
contribute to the paucity of interior records: unless a white morph 
Reddish Egret was seen at close range or actively foraging, it could easily 
be passed off as some other species, most likely a Snowy Egret. I thank 
Richard T. Paul of the National Audubon Society for helping with the 
ageing of white morph Reddish Egrets. 
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cpring FIE» D REPORT, March-May 2001 
compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
p.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 

INTRODUCTION 

As this is being written (July 2001), the new book "Birds of 
Nebraska" (Sharpe, Silcock, Jorgensen; University of Nebraska Press) 
has just been released. From now on everyone can check early and late 
dates and high counts as well as distribution within the state and have a 
much better feel for which sightings are significant. Of course, that does 
not mean that only significant sightings should be submitted, as all data 
are valuable and help to provide an overall picture of what is going on 
with each species in the season in question. The information gathered on 
the common species may be valuable at some time in the future for 
reasons we may not appreciate currently. 

Of course a book like this cannot be done without the thousands of 
sightings submitted by many observers. The list below testifies to the 
large number of interested birders who currently take the time to submit 
their sightings, either to NEBIRDS or to me personally; all are taken into 
account when writing these seasonal reports. I actually entered about 
3,000 sightings into the database for this spring report! 

Probably the most outstanding ornithological events this spring 
were a few record early arrivals (Western and Clark's Grebes, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting) and a large number of "rather 
early" arrivals; "rather early" means not record early, but right up 
there. There were also some rather incredible numbers, mostly of 
waterfowl, including diving ducks in the eastern Rainwater Basin, an 
indication of the excellent water conditions there this spring. Notable 
were 81,000 Mallards, 40,500 Redheads, and 73,000 Northern 
Pintails. A few shorebirds were in outstanding numbers also: record 
counts of Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs and Long-billed Dowitchers (I 
said the water was deep!) Rather amazing were the 5,600 Ross's Geese in 
one central Nebraska flock, the 30,000 Ring-billed Gulls in Lancaster 
Co, the 350,000 Sandhill Cranes (didn’t miss much of the entire 
population!), and excellent numbers of herons and ibis. 

It was a quiet spring for listers and rarity-chasers; best were 3rd 
state record Tricolored Heron, 4th Dusky Flycatcher (1st for spring), 
and 9th Red Phalarope (1st for spring). A first documented spring record 
for Red-necked Grebe was also reported. 

Other observations of interest included Gray Partridges in Sioux 
Co, Eurasian Collared-Doves everywhere in the Panhandle, 3rd nesting 
year in a row for Pileated Woodpecker, reduced numbers of Carolina 
Wrens, and increasing populations of Summer Tanagers at Fontenelle 
Forest and Indian Cave State Park. 
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Finally, there was something about a pied blackbird that I'm still 
not sure I understand; check the species accounts. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF : Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; BOL : Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; CBC : 
Christmas Bird Count; CCM: Clear Creek Marshes, Keith/Garden Cos; 
CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; FJF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; 
FL : Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co; HCR : Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; ICSP: Indian 
Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos; LM.: L McConaughy, Keith Co; LQ: L 
Ogallala, Keith Co; mob : many observers; N M : National Monument; NOU: 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, NOURC : NOU Records Committee; NWR : 
National Wildlife Reserve; RW B : Rainwater Basin, area from Phelps east 
to Fillmore and north to York Cos; SHP: State Historical Park; SL : 
Sewage Lagoons; S_P: State Park. 


OBSERVERS 

AB: Aaron Brees, Indianola, IA; AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering; AR: Alice 
Rushton, Omaha; B.: NEBIRDS; BA: Betty Allen, Omaha; BFH: Bill F. 
Huser, South Sioux City; JB£: Betty Grenon, Bellevue; B_P: Babs 
Padelford, Bellevue; CEJ : Clyde E. Johnson, Omaha; ££: Carol Falk, 
Nebraska City; ££: Carlos Grandes, Barcelona, Spain; Carolyn Hall, 
Bassett; CHe : Craig Hensley, Bellevue; CHv : Carter Heaney, Omaha; £JK: 
Christine Kam, Omaha; CNK : Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; £Q; Chuck 
Otte, Junction City, KS; D£: Donna Chance, Wathena, KS; DD.: Dean 
Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; HP: Don Paseka, Ames; HE; David Rintoul, 
Manhattan, KS; DT: Doug Thomas, Alliance; EJ3: Elaine Bachel, Lincoln; 
GH : Glen Hoge, Alma; GW: Gertrude Wood, Elmwood; HKH : Helen K. 
Hughson, Mitchell; J_B: John Brenneman, Omaha; JED: James E. Ducey, 
Lincoln; i£: Joe Fontaine, Fort Collins, CO; i£.: Joe Gubanyi, Seward; 
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Blair; JJ; Jan Johnson, Wakefield; JJD: James 
J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA; JJ& Josef Kren, Lincoln; J M : Jim Meyer, Omaha; 
J P : Jan Paseka, Ames; JJL: John Sullivan, Lincoln; JT; Jerry Toll, 
Omaha; JWH : John W. Hall, Omaha; KLj Kathy Larson, Mitchell; KMD : 
Kathy Mihm Dunning, Denver, CO; KP.: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; LJ.: Laurel 
Badura, Kearney; L£: Linda Coulter, Ames; LE.: Larry Einemann, Lincoln; 
LF : Laurence Falk, Nebraska City; LP.: Loren Padelford, Bellevue; LR_: 
Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; LRB : Linda R. Brown, Lincoln; LW : Leona 
Weed, Alliance; M B: Mark Brogie, Creighton; M M : Marty Mathieson, 
Shelton; M£: Mark Orsag, Crete; MR : Mike Rader, Wilson, KS; MU : Mark 
Urwiller, Kearney; MUs : Moni Usasz, Lincoln; JiP.: Neva Pruess, 
Lincoln; KR;. Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha; £D; Phyllis Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; 
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PL : Paul Lehman, Cape May, NJ; RJ3: Roland Barth, Bellevue; RCC: 
Richard C. Carlson, Palo Alto, CA; ££.: Ruth Green, Bellevue; Bii- Robin 
Harding, Gibbon; £A: Sue Amiotte, Chadron; SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, 
Fort Collins, CO; Scott Seltman, Nekoma, KS; SV: Steve Van Sickle, 
Yankton, SD; TJl: Todd Jensen, Rapid City, SD; TML : Thomas M. Lufkin, 
St. Paul, MN; WH : Wanda Hoge, Alma; WM : Wayne Mollhoff, Lincoln; 
WRS : W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA; ZH- Zee Uridil, Chadron. 

GAZETTEER 

Calamus Res : Loup/Garfield Cos; DeSoto NWR : Washington Co; Facus 
Springs : Morrill Co; Gavin’s Point Dam : Cedar Co; Johnson L : 
Gosper/Phelps Cos; Keystone Dam : Keith Co (forms L Ogallala); Kiowa 
Springs: Scotts Bluff Co; L Alice : Scotts Bluff Co; L Minatare : Scotts 
Bluff Co; Sutherland Res : Lincoln Co; Winters Creek L: Scotts Bluff 
Co. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Common Loon: Fewer than usual were reported, a total of only about 25, 
all within expected dates. 

Pied-billed Grebe : Rather early for the location (not quite in the 
Panhandle) were the 2 noted at LM on 9 March (SJD); there are only two 
earlier dates for the Panhandle. At least 6 pairs were found nesting in the 
East RWB by 19 May (JGJ). 

Horned Grebe: The 17 birds spotted at LM/LO on 9 March denote the 5th 
earliest ever (SJD). None was reported after 28 April. 

Red-necked Grebe : An alternate-plumaged adult identified at LO on 28 
April (SJD) represents the 8th reported but the first documented spring 
record for the state. The 8 available dates fall in the period between 7 
April and 17 May. 

Eared Grebe : Few were noted at HCR (GH, WH), but 100+ were found 
in the east RWB on 12 May (JGJ) and 65 were spotted there as late as 27 
May (JGJ). Breeding has been suspected but not proved in the east RWB 
in recent years. 

Western Grebe : None overwintered at LM/LO this year, and so the 3 
spotted there on 4 March and the 13 found there on 9 March (SJD) were 
record early migrants. Uncommon so far east, one was identified at 
Zorinsky L, Omaha, on 9 May (CHy). No others were reported east of HCR. 
Clark's Grebe : The previous earliest date for this species was 27 
March, but this spring 2 were seen at LM on 9 March (SJD). One was also 
found there on 17 March (TJ). Also rather early were the 7 spotted at LO 
on 14 April, increasing to 8 by 28 April (SJD), and the one found rather 
far east—the observer's first for Knox Co—at Niobrara Marsh between 
14 and 16 March (MB). Reports of this species appear to be increasing, 
with single migrants found at several new locations: Enders Res, Chase Co, 
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on 28 April (SJD); south Morrill Co on 12 May (KL): HCR between 22 
and 23 May (GH, WH); and Medicine Creek Res, Frontier Co, on 26 May 
(LR, RH). 

American White Pelican : The six located at LM on 9 March (SJD) 
were rather early, and the peak tabulated there of 2,390 on 28 April 
(SJD) was a record spring count. Large numbers passed through rather 
late; 1000+ were tallied in Thayer Co on 20 May (GH, WH), and as many 
as 300 remained at HCR as late as 28 May (GH, WH). 

Double-crested Cormorant : Migration was routine, with best counts 
of 324 recorded at LM on 14 April (SJD) and 255 tallied at BOL on 31 
March (LE). At least 30 nests were underway at the Alma colony, Harlan 
Co., by 7 April (GH, WH). This colony began around 1995. 

American Bittern : This species apparently occurs in some numbers in 
suitable habitat; 11 were counted on 12 May in the east RWB "just from 
scoping" shorebirds (JGJ). Several reports during the latter half of May 
suggest local breeding: east RWB through 27 May (JGJ); Wilkins Basin, 
Fillmore Co, on 18 May (LR, RH); and Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, on 23 
May (CG). 

Least Bittern : The only report was of two spotted at LaPlatte Bottoms, 
Sarpy Co, on 21 May (BP, LP). 

Great Blue Heron : Six were seen on nests at HCR on 15 April (GH, 
WH), and at least 15 nests were counted at a colony "almost in the city" at 
Burwell, Garfield Co, on 1 5 April (MUs). 

Great Egret : This species was widely reported in good numbers from 
HCR eastward, for a total of about 185 birds. The best count reached 43 at 
Niobrara Marsh, Knox Co, on 14 April (MB), tying the spring high count, 
also from Knox Co. Only casual in the Panhandle, with about 20 records 
in all, the single bird identified at the Chadron City Dam 6 miles south of 
Chadron on 8 April (SA), record early for the Panhandle, was apparently 
still present on 25 April (SA). 

Snowv Earet : This species occurs more often than the Great Egret in the 
west, but it is still rare there; the only report west of HCR, and also a 
spring high count, was of 5 spotted at Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, on 28 
April (SJD). About 25 were reported in all. The one located in the east 
RWB on 14 April (JGJ) was rather early. 

Little Blue Heron : Only two were reported: an adult was seen at 
Cracker Barrel Marsh, Lincoln, between 12 and 13 May, intriguingly for 
the 3rd year running (LRB; LE), and a "calico"-plumaged bird was 
identified in the east RWB on 12 May (JGJ). 

Tricolored Heron: An adult found at the west end of Swanson Res, 
Hitchcock Co, on 29 April (SJD; details) represents the 3rd documented 
Nebraska record, although there are 6 reports in all. 

Cattle Earet : Although widely reported west to Custer Co (AK, HKH) and 
HCR (GH, WH), no large counts were reported. About 150 were reported 
in all. The one found in Hall Co on 8 April (LE) was rather early. 













5J1 


Th e N ebraska. Bir d R ev i ew 


Vol 69 No.2 


Green Heron : Westernmost was the one seen at Kearney on 5 May (LR, 
RH). 

Black-crowned Niaht-Heron : The best count totaled 20 in the east 
RWB on 20 April, including one flock of 17 spotted in Fillmore Co (JGJ). 
Yellow-crowned Niaht-Heron : None was reported; this species is a 
rare regular spring migrant in the southeast. 

White-faced Ibis : This spring was great for this species, with reports 
statewide of about 230 birds. The best counts reached 52 in the east RWB 
on 12 May (JGJ) and 48 tallied west of Mitchell, Scotts Bluff Co, on 6 
May (KL), both above the old record high count of 39. Rather early were 
8 seen at LO between 14 and 15 April (SJD). It is uncommon in the east, 
where the only reports were of singles found at Arbor Lake, Lancaster Co, 
on 12 May (KP) and at Cracker Barrel Marsh, Lincoln, on 26 May (LE). 
Turkey Vulture : Rather early were singles noted at Bellevue on 14 
March (BP, LP) and at Nebraska City on 21 March (LF, CF). Vultures are 
very common in the lower Missouri Valley in spring; 63 were counted in 
Richardson Co on 12 May (WRS), a record spring total. 

Greater White-fronted Goose : Good numbers moved through central 
Nebraska in mid-March, as is normal; the best counts reached an 
excellent 5,000 at HCR on 12 March (GH, WH), and 4,230 in the east 
RWB on 24 March (WRS, JS). Best eastern counts totaled 330 at 
Snyder's Bend, Dakota Co, on 18 March (BFH) and 330 at BOL the same 
day (LE). The only May sightings were of up to 4 found in the east RWB 
through 27 May (JGJ). A few stragglers summer most years. 

Snow Goose : The usual massive numbers moved through the RWB in 
mid-March; "several hundred thousand" were seen there on 16 March 
(LR, RH) and 150,000 were tallied at FL on 25 March (LR, RH). They 
were "unusually numerous" in the west this year (SJD): 20,000+ were 
tallied at LM on 17 March (SJD), and 1,000 at Cochran L, Scotts Bluff Co 
on 21 March (AK). An excellent easterly count totaled 7,000 over 
Nebraska City on 11 March (LF, CF). The usual stragglers were found at 
various places into and through May; as many as 85 were found in the east 
RWB as late as 27 May (JGJ). 

Ross's Goose : Observers are realizing that these geese occur in 
significant numbers among Snow Geese, but often in large homogeneous 
groups within Snow Goose flocks; a good sign is a very white-appearing 
Snow Goose flock. One such flock seen at a borrow pond at mile marker 
168 on 1-80 on 25 March contained a carefully-estimated total of 5,600 
Ross's Geese out of a total of about 14,000 geese (WRS, JS). Some 200 
per day were noted in central Nebraska around 20 March (PL), and 336 
were counted at LM on 14 March (SJD). A few blue morph birds were 
identified in a flock at Cochran L, Scotts Bluff Co, on 21 March (AK), only 
the 4th record of this rare color morph. A bird shot in Gage Co during 
March was banded on 5 August 2000 in northwest Canada (Omaha World 
Herald). A new late date was set by 2 birds apparently staying in the east 
RWB on 27 May (JGJ); there are no June-July records for this species, 
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and only one in August. An adult spotted at Kiowa Springs, Scotts Bluff Co, 
on 9 May (SJD) was also rather late. 

Canada Goose : The best count totaled an excellent 100,000 in Buffalo Co 
on 11 March (LR, RH). The goose flock containing a large number of 
Ross's Geese reported in Lincoln Co on 25 March (see preceding 
description) also contained about 400 Canadas, of which about 80% were 
"Hutchins's (Richardson's) Goose" (WRS, JS), a small form common 
during migration in central Nebraska. Rather late for small Canadas were 
two spotted in the east RWB on 27 May (JGJ). Large Canadas, introduced 
in the past decade or two, and which now breed throughout the state, are 
surprisingly uncommon in the east RWB (JGJ); only two were noted 
there during May (JGJ). One was found on a nest at FL on 8 April (LR, 
RH). 

Trumpeter Swan : Unexpected was a single identified in northeastern 
Dixon Co on 2 March (JJ); there are still few reports of migrants away 
from the traditional wintering areas. On 4 March, at a traditional 
wintering area, 7 (2 adults, 5 immatures) were spotted on a pond 
northeast of Kingsley Dam, LM (SJD, JF), and 13 (7 adults, 6 
immatures) were identified at CCM (JF, SJD). Breeders were noted on 
territory on 21 May, with pairs near Whitman, Hyannis, and west of 
Hyannis, Grant Co, (HKH, AK). 

Tundra Swan : There were two reports of this rare migrant: two adults 
were found with the Trumpeters at LO on 4 March (SJD, JF) and one was 
seen flying over Nebraska City, Otoe Co, with Canada Geese on 10 March 
(LF). 

Wood Duck : A good count for the location and date was 27 tallied in 
Scotts Bluff Co on 11 March (KL). Two broods were noted in Elmwood 
Park, Omaha: a hen with 5 very small downy young on 5 May and another 
hen with 11 very small downy young 9 May (CEJ). A hen with a brood 
was seen in York Co on 27 May (JGJ). 

Gadwall : An excellent count was 1500 tallied in the east RWB on 17 
March (JGJ). A hybrid with Mallard, named "Brewer's Duck" by J.J. 
Audubon, was seen in the east RWB on 14 April (JGJ). Evidence of 
breeding in Scotts Bluff Co, other than a few summer records, has not 
previously been noted, and so broods spotted south of Morrill on 26 May 
and at Gering SL the next day (KL) were significant. These are rather 
early dates for Gadwall broods, as early egg dates occur in early May and 
incubation takes 25-30 days (Bent, Palmer). 

Eurasian Wigeon : At least one appears each year in the east RWB. This 
year one was identified at Anderson Basin, 1.25 miles south of Eckhardt 
Basin, Clay Co, on 24 March (JGJ); and another, possibly the same bird, 
was noted at nearby Hansen Basin, Clay Co, on 31 March (JGJ). 

American Wiaeon : Routine reports. 

American Black Duck : None was reported; this bird is a rare regular 
spring migrant in the east. 
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Mallard : The best count reached a spring record 81,000 in the east RWB 
on 17 March (JGJ), although it is likely that few observers attempt to 
tally a day's count of Mallards at places like the RWB! 

Blue-winaed Teal : Hybrids with Cinnamon Teal were found in the east 
RWB on 7 April and again on 14 April (JGJ). This hybrid is reported 
fairly often ("Jorgensen's Duck"?). A brood was seen south of Morrill on 
26 May (KL). 

Cinnamon Teal : This species was widely-reported, about 20 to 30 in 
all, east to the east RWB, where about 7 were noted between 14 April and 
12 May (JGJ). Most, as expected, were found south of Morrill at Kiowa 
Springs and vicinity in Scotts Bluff Co; the best count there totaled 12, 
composed of 6 pairs at 3 different ponds, on 29 April (KL). 

Northern Shoveler : The best count was 395 recorded at BOL on 25 
March (LE). 

Northern Pintail : The second highest spring count (75,000 at LM was 
best) was the 73,000 tallied in the east RWB on 17 March (JGJ). 
Green-winged Teal : An excellent count was 4,221, totaled at LM on 14 
April (SJD). Rather late were the 1-3 birds spotted in the east RWB 
from 17 to 1 8 May (LR, RH); breeding is not known to occur there. 
Canvasback: An excellent count reached 1,514 in the east RWB on 24 
March (JGJ). A single located in the east RWB as late as 27 May (JGJ) 
was likely to have been an immature (sub-adult pre-breeder). 

Redhead : Incredible numbers occurred in the east RWB this spring; the 
peak count totaled 40,500 on 31 March (JGJ). Most of these were found 
at Harvard Marsh, Clay Co, with 34,000, but 5,100 were located at 
Kissinger Basin, Clay Co (JGJ). By 14 April, fewer than 1,000 
remained; but as late as 27 May, 105 still remained there (JGJ). 
Breeding may occur on occasion in the east RWB, but there is no definite 
evidence. Other good counts included 3,350 recorded at LM on 9 March 
(SJD) and "thousands" tallied at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, on 17 
March (KL). 

Rina-necked Duck : The peak of 2,200 reached in the east RWB on 31 
March denotes a record spring count; the observer's previous high in the 
region was 434 (JGJ). Two were found near Fremont, Dodge Co, as late 
as 20 May (DP, JP, LR, RH); and two more were identified in the east 
RWB as late as 27 May (JGJ). 

Greater Scaup : Fair numbers were reported statewide from 4 March 
(SJD) through 20 April (GH, WH), for a total of about 75. The best 
count was a 2nd-highest ever 43 tallied at LO on 17 March (SJD). 

Lesser Scaup : Another excellent diving duck count from the east RWB 
was 3,400 of this species located on 17 March (JGJ), a record high count 
for spring; it was eclipsed, however, by the 3,650 tallied at Pawnee L, 
Lancaster Co, and BOL on 25 March (LE). Six still remained in the area 
on 27 May (JGJ). 

White-winaed Scoter : Only casual in spring, one was spotted at 
Holmes L, Lincoln, between 27 and 31 March (LE, BP, LP). This sighting 
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represents only the 20th spring record for this species, and a rather 
early date. 

Long-tailed Duck : The only one that made it into the spring season was 
a female found at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, on 12 March (KL). 
Bufflehead: The 2nd-highest spring count was the 418 tallied at LO on 
14 March ; 343 still remained there on 28 April (SJD). 

Common Goldeneye : The best count totaled 75 at BOL on 18 March 
(LE). Spring highs are generally not spectacular, with the record high 
(where wintering did not occur) at only 200. 

Barrow's Goldeneye : A female, complete with orange bill, was spotted 
at LO on 4 March (SJD, JF). Another was seen at Walnut Creek Area, 
Saline Co, on 1 April (MO; details). This sighting denotes only the 9th 
report for spring (away from LM/LO), but the 5th from the east. 

Hooded Merganser: This species occurred in surprising numbers, 
notably the 50+ (a record) seen at Niobrara on 1 April (JJ) and the 30 
found at BOL on 24 March (Omaha Audubon, fide DP, JP). While this 
species occurs statewide in migration, fewer reports come from the west: 
one was identified at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, between 6 and 17 
March (KL); several were spotted at L Alice, Scotts Bluff Co, on 31 
March (AK); and a male was seen south of Morrill on 26 May (KL). The 
latter is highly suggestive of local breeding. Most reports at that date are 
of female-plumaged birds, most probably immatures. 

Common Merganser : An excellent spring count was the 2,950 tallied 
at LM on 9 March (SJD), and the 1,220 found at BOL on 18 March (LE) 
represents a good count for the east. A female located on the Republican 
River below HCR as late as 8 May (GH, WH) was intriguing; there are 
only 3 reports of breeding for the state, but a female was spotted at the 
Alma SL (adjacent to HCR) on 11 June 2000. 

Red-breasted Merganser : This species is being reported more often 
in the west in recent years; this increase may be a result of construction 
of reservoirs (and observer density; don't take this personally, Steve!). 
However, a male spotted at Big Springs on 4 March was found on the 
Platte River (JF); Red-breasted Mergansers rarely utilize streams and 
rivers. All other reports came from reservoirs (artificial, as opposed to 
lakes, which are natural), with the best count reaching 31 at Gavin's 
Point Dam, Cedar Co, on 1 April (JJ). 

Ruddv Duck : The 555 located at LO on 14 April (SJD) represents a 
record spring count. 

Osprev : One spotted flying over Medicine Creek Res, Frontier Co, on 26 
May (LR, RH) was rather late. Best counts included 3 identified at HCR 
both on 23 March and on 23 April (GH, WH). 

Mississippi Kite : None was reported; there are several May records 
for the state, but arrival dates at Ogallala, the only known breeding site, 
are lacking. 

Bald Eagle : The best counts reached 185 at LM/LO on 9 March, 
including 106 adults (SJD); 111 at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, on 4 
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March (SJD); and 47 at HCR on 2 March (GH, WH). Nesting birds were 
noted at known sites at Calamus Res, Loup/Garfield Cos, on 15 April 
(MUs), and at L Alice, Scotts Bluff Co, where the nest contained 3 chicks 
on 8 April; this year marks the 9th for this nest, which has fledged 18 
chicks to date (AK). An adult seen flying over ICSP on 12 May (WRS) 
probably was nesting in the region. 

Northern Harrier : The best count totaled 55 on 15 April in the 
Panhandle, 42 of which were found in Kimball Co (SJD); this total is by 
far a record spring count. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: A good count was 4 in Kimball Co on 14 April 
(SJD). 

Cooper's Hawk : An adult was spotted near a nest in Carter Canyon, 
Scotts Bluff Co, on 9 May (SJD); nesting was noted there last year. 
Red-shouldered Hawk : At least one was present through at least 25 
May at FF (CNK), a regular nesting location. As usual, no others were 
reported. 

Broad-winoed Hawk : Few were reported. The only multiple count was 
of 12+ spotted flying over FF on 8 April (CNK, with the help of a captive 
Red-tailed Hawk as spotter). One was identified rather early in the 
season in Otoe Co on 24 March (LF, CF). A dark morph was found at 
Swanson Park, Omaha, on 11 May (CNK). The only report away from the 
Missouri Valley was of an immature located in southwest Hall Co on 12 
May (LR, RH). 

Swainson's Hawk : The best counts included an excellent total of 80 at 
Papillion on 11 April (LP) and 65 in the east RWB on 14 April, 29 of 
which were roosting at Krause Basin, Fillmore Co (JGJ). Two of 46 birds 
following a tractor disking in Seward Co on 13 April 2001 were dark 
morphs (JG). This proportion of dark to light morphs is similar to that 
noted by Scott Seltman (pers. comm. WRS) in western Kansas, where 
about 5% of birds seen over 25 years were dark morphs, but only one 
dark bird had been known to breed in the area. 

Red-tailed Hawk : The only harlani reported was seen in Dixon Co on 
15 March (JJ). Two nests under incubation were found at Walnut Creek 
L, Sarpy Co, on 14 March (CNK); and a nest with 2 "fluffy" young was 
found in Scotts Bluff Co on 12 May (KL). 

Ferruginous Hawk : Singles were identified easterly at Kearney on 11 
March (LR, RH) and in extreme eastern Adams Co on 17 March (JGJ). 
This location represents the eastern edge of the winter range. 
Rough-legged Hawk: Routine reports. 

Golden Eagle : Easternmost were a Ist-year bird spotted at FL on 8 
April (LR, RH) and an adult seen in Harlan Co on 3 March (GH, WH). 
American Kestrel : The best count totaled an excellent 53 in Kimball Co 
on 14 April (SJD). 

Merlin : Singles identified to subspecies included an immature 

richardsoni spotted near Kearney on 11 March (LR, RH), a female 
columbarius identified in Kimball Co on 14 April (SJD), and a female 
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columbarius located in South Sioux City on 10 March (BFH). Only 7 
birds were reported in all. 

Prairie Falcon : Routine reports. 

Peregrine Falcon : The three seen in Kearney Co between 9 and 16 
March (RG) may have been wintering; this sighting is about a month 
early for migrants, as well as a good number for that time of year. Early 
arrival dates for migrants cluster around 6-7 April, and so one spotted in 
Knox Co on 29 March (SV) was rather early, although there are a few 
other late March-early April reports. Also rather early were 2 birds 
located in the east RWB on 7 April (JGJ) and singles reported at FF 
(CNK) and Twin Lakes, Seward Co, (JGJ), both on 8 April. The one 
identified at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 27 May (B) would have been a rather 
late migrant, but the bird was more likely one of the breeding birds from 
Woodmen Tower in downtown Omaha. The Omaha World Herald published 
an interesting summary of breeding at the Woodmen Tower: 3 chicks are 
in the box as of the end of May this year; the male parent is Zeus, fledged 
in Rochester, NY, in 1994 and mated to Winnie in Omaha 1996-99 when 
12 chicks were produced. Winnie did not return in spring 2000, and Zeus 
was unmated until Amelia appeared late in 2000; the new pair wintered 
2000-2001 in Omaha and produced this year's chicks. Amelia was 
fledged in Cedar Rapids, IA, in 1999. 

Gray Partridge : None was reported for the Spring Season, but some 
interesting information was submitted by Helen Hughson (Wind Springs 
Ranch, Sioux Co). Two small flocks of this species reside in Sioux Co: one 
which winters at Wind Springs Ranch and then moves east about 1.5 miles 
to summer, and another in central Sioux Co. It is likely that these birds 
descended from a release several years ago by rancher Rick Kaan, or they 
may be derived from some releases by the Wyoming Game and Fish Dept. 
Chukar : One spotted in a Ralston yard in March (fide Betty Grenon) was 
presumed to be an escaped or released bird. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse : Reports from the northeastern edge of the range 
included one bird seen in Knox Co on 1 April (JJ), and a lek with Greater 
Prairie-Chickens also present located 2 miles west of Winnetoon in Knox 
Co (MB). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken : Two leks were reported with both this 
species and Sharp-tailed Grouse present: 2 miles north of Winnetoon 
(MB) and at one of the blinds at Nebraska National Forest, Halsey (MR). 
At the latter, however, only a single prairie-chicken was present (MR). 
There were 3 active leks in the Creighton area (MB). There is a 
population in relict sandhills south of the Platte River in central 
Nebraska: a lek with 18 birds located on 18 March (LR, RH) was 
observed in section 33-3-16 in Franklin Co (Mus); 2 birds were spotted 
2 miles southwest of Lowell on 25 March (LR, RH); and one flew over 
Alma (yard bird!) on 7 April (GH, WH). Apparently the most northerly 










The Nebraska Bird Review. 


Vol 69 No.2 


5£l 


location in the southeast is a lek found at Spring Creek Prairie near 
Denton, Lancaster Co; 2 birds were identified there on 2 April (KP). 
wi|ri Turkey : This species is abundant at ICSP; 26 were counted just on 
the roads there on 12 May (WRS). It is also becoming an urban bird; 

150 (!) frequented a yard in Bellevue, whose owners were buying corn 
"by the barrel" (fide RG). The observer's first for Clay Co was one seen 
east of Harvard on 27 May (JGJ). A brood of 3/4 grown young located at 
Medicine Creek Res, Frontier Co, on 27 May was considered early (LR, 
RH). 

Northern Bobwhite : Another urban species! Two were spotted crossing 
a street in the middle of Kearney on 2 May (LR, RH). This species is 
establishing itself near and south of the North Platte River (along which 
it is fairly common) in western Scotts Bluff Co; one was noted south of 
Lyman on 12 May (KL), and singles were seen at Forest Lawn Cem, 
Gering, on 29 April (AK) and again on 2 May (SJD). 

King Rail : None was reported; this species is borderline regular/casual 
in the east. 

Virginia Rail : Apparently wintering birds were the 7 found on 9 March 
at CCM (SJD); wintering has been routine in the North Platte Valley in 
recent years. Few are reported from the arid southwest; however, an 
apparent migrant was identified at Rock Creek L, Dundy Co, on 29 April 
(SJD). The only other report was of another apparent migrant located at 
Nathan's L, Washington Co, on 5 May (JT). 

Sora : Migrants were reported mostly from the east and central, but one 
was spotted at Rock Creek L, Dundy Co, on 29 April (SJD). 

American Coot : At least 12 pairs nested at various east RWB locations 
by 19 May (JGJ). No large concentrations were reported. Rather unusual 
was one discovered wintering at Kiwanis Pond, Douglas Co (JT). 

Sandhill Crane : The highest counts reported totaled 350,000 in Hall 
and Buffalo Cos on 22 March (LF, CF), which must have been most of the 
Sandhill Cranes using the central Platte flyway, and 100,000 in the 
Kearney area on 10 March (RCC). A flock of 64 seen flying high and west 
over North Platte on 24 March (WRS) may have been migrating; do birds 
move back and forth between the central Platte and western North Platte? 
Only casual in the east, one was spotted wandering about at Spring Creek 
Prairie, Denton, on 2 April (KP), and another trying to catch up was 
seen very late flying over Otoe Co on 29 May (LF, CF). A little to the east 
of the main flock were 63 found in southern Clay Co on 7 April (JGJ); a 
"Greater" Sandhill Crane was noted in the east RWB on 19 May (JGJ), 
where this form has bred recently. A pair spotted in the western 
Sandhills on 24 April "might have been thinking about breeding" (JED). 
The only recent breeding in the state has been in the east RWB. 

Whooping Crane : The only reports were of singles spotted 4 miles east 
of Kearney on 23 March (B), 2 miles east of Denman on 30 March (RH), 
and east of Sheldon on 3 April (RG). These sightings, especially the latter 
two, may have been of the same bird. 
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Black-bellied Plover : The second best spring count ever was the 98 
tallied in the east RWB on 19 May (JGJ). 

American Golden-Plover : The one seen in the east RWB on 27 May 
(JGJ) and the 6 located in Seward Co on 28 May (JG) were rather late. 
There are only two June records. 

Snowv Plover : The only sighting was of one found at the west end of 
Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, on 29 April (SJD). For the first year since 
1994, none was found in the east RWB (JGJ). 

Semipalmated Plover : Uncommon westward, one was spotted at LM 
between 14 and 15 Apr (SJD), and 7 were seen at Swanson Res, 
Hitchcock Co, on 29 April (SJD). 

Piping Plover : The count of 7 at DeJung Basin, Clay Co, on 20 April 
denotes a record count for the east RWB (JGJ). Migrants occur statewide, 
but the 2 birds identified at Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, on 29 April 
(SJD) were unexpected. The three seen at LM between 14 and 15 April 
(SJD) were probably part of the local breeding population; but the one 
spotted at the Oreopolis Sand Plant, Cass Co, on 14 May (CNK) might have 
been a pioneer--the habitat there looks good (at least to a human!) 
Killdeer : The 110 spotted flying in a synchronized flock near Gibbon on 
28 March (LR, RH) must have been quite a sight; this count is also 
excellent, as was the 117 recorded in the east RWB on 31 March (JGJ). 
The breeding population in the east RWB is apparently of the same order, 
as 119 were counted there 19 May (JGJ). An unexpected sight was the 6 
found foraging on ice at Nathan's L, Washington Co, on 12 March (JT). 
The first young reported were 2 located at Kearney L, Kearney, on 15 
May (LR, RH). 

Mountain Plover : Reports were all from Kimball Co, as expected: 5 
were seen there between 14 and 15 April (SJD); 2 on 28 April (SJD); 
and 2 on 12 May (SJD). 

Black-necked Stilt : Most of the reports came surprisingly from the 
central and east, where the species is only casual: one at Johnson Basin, 
Phelps Co, on 1 May (RG); 3 at Freeman Lakes, York Co, on 8 May (B); 
one in southeastern Otoe Co on 11 May (LC, CF); and one at North Hultine 
Basin (=Sandpiper WPA), Clay Co, on 15 May (B). The only other report 
was of 2 spotted at the traditional location at Mile Marker 106 between 
Lakeside and Antioch on 21 May (AK, HKH). 

American Avocet : A good count was the 93 tallied at LM on 28 April 
(SJD). The only eastern reports, where avocets are uncommon, were of 
19 located at BOL on 12 April (LE), 2 seen in Cuming Co on 29 April 
(LE), and 2 found in Lancaster Co on 13 May (LE). 

Greater Yellowleas : A record count was the 260 recorded in the east 
RWB on 7 April (JGJ). Rather late were singles spotted both in the east 
RWB on 27 May, record late for that region (JGJ), and in Sarpy Co on 28 
May (CNK). 
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i pccpt Yellowlefls: The weekend of 28 and 29 April saw a record count 
of 1,812, including single-site records of 470 at Wilkins Basin, 
Fillmore Co, and 344 at Freeman Lakes, York Co (JGJ). 
cniitarv Sandpiper : Routine reports. 

Willet : An excellent count totaled 74 in the east RWB on 20 April 
(JGJ); most spring records occur in the period between 20 and 30 April, 
and so a good count for the late date was 11 recorded in the east RWB on 
27 May (JGJ). 

Spotted Sandpiper : Routine reports. 

Upland Sandpiper : Few were reported. This species does not congregate 
in numbers; thus good counts included the 17 spotted in the east RWB on 3 
May (JGJ) and the 15 tallied in southwestern Hall Co on 12 May (LR, 
RH). Peak migration occurs in early May. 

Whimbrel : Only 4 of this rare migrant were reported: one was seen in a 
flooded pasture 2 miles south of Verona on 12 May (JGJ); two were 
located in a flooded pasture north of Angora on 13 May (KL); and one was 
found near Harvard on 27 May (JGJ). The latter was a rather late date. 
Long-billed Curlew : Nesting was under way by 15 April near 
Burwell (MUs). Unexpected were 2 birds spotted at the eastern edge of 
the migration corridor at Alma on 30 April (GH, WH). 

Hudsonian Godwit : An excellent count was the 109 tallied in the east 
RWB on 12 May (JGJ). This date is rather late for a high count, as 
usually the best counts occur early in the migration period, around April 
20. There were rather early reports of 2 potted at Kearney L, Kearney, 
on 12 April (LR, RH); 4 identified in the east RWB on 14 April (JGJ); 
and 3 found near Winnetoon, Knox Co, on 14 April (MB). 

Marbled Godwit : Rather early were the 2 seen in the east RWB on 7 
April (JGJ). A good count was the 55 totaled at Alma on 15 April (GH, 
WH). One was seen rather late in Lancaster Co on 26 May (LE); most 
godwits seen in late May are Hudsonians. 

Ruddv Turnstone : The only reports were of 2 spotted in the east RWB 
on 12 May (JGJ) and one seen at Tamora Basin, Seward Co, on 27 May 
(JGJ). 

Sanderling: The best count reached 40 south of Clay Center on 25 May 
(CG). Not commonly seen in the east, 13 were identified in Dixon Co on 
26 May (BFH). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper : All reports came from FL eastward. 
Numbers were down from averages, at least early in the migration in the 
east RWB (JGJ); only 153 were counted on 12 May, compared to the 
average for the 2nd week of May of 754 (JGJ). There were, however, 
200 at FL on 5 May (LR, RH). The best count in the east RWB was 590 
recorded on 27 May (JGJ). 

Western Sandpiper : This bird is a rare spring migrant in Nebraska; 
most Western Sandpipers move up the Pacific Coast in spring, peaking in 
late April. A few pass through the interior in late April to early May, 
however, including Nebraska; documented Nebraska records are in the 
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period from 18 April to 19 May. This spring singles were found in the 
east RWB on 3 May (JGJ) and in Dakota Co on 9 May (BFH); and 3 were 
located in Dodge Co on 18 May (DP, JP). An additional report of 6 birds 
seen with White-rumped Sandpipers at the late date for the species of 26 
May was equivocal. 

Least Sandpiper : The one reported in Thurston Co on 7 April (BFH) 
was rather early. Most have passed through by late May, and so 75 was a 
good count in the east RWB on 27 May (JGJ). 

White-rumped Sandpiper : Large numbers move through in late May; 
the 2,738 tallied in the east RWB on 27 May was only the 3rd-highest 
count for the species (JGJ). Numbers increased from 114 on 3 May to 
673 on 12 May, and from 1,472 totaled on 19 May up to the high of 
2,738 (JGJ). No details were provided for a very early report from 1 5 
April and another rather early on 28 April. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Pectoral Sandpiper : Routine reports. 

Dunlin : The one spotted in Thurston Co on 7 April (BFH) was rather 
early; few are recorded in April. All reports came from the east RWB 
eastward, as expected for this easterly migrant. 

Stilt Sandpiper : The three found on 20 April—a new early date for 
the region (JGJ)—in the east RWB were rather early. The best count 
reached 469 on 19 May in the east RWB (JGJ). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper : Most migrate in a narrow corridor 
through the east RWB; The best count totaled a record 266 there on 27 
May, including 94 spotted in a single field near Smith Basin, Clay Co 
(JGJ). This date is also a rather late for the species; the migration in 
general for the species was rather late. This spring a few occurred 
further east: one was seen in Dakota Co on 14 May (BFH), and a good count 
of 24 was tallied in western Douglas Co on 22 May (BP, LP). 
Short-billed Dowitcher : Like the Western Sandpiper, this species is 
another which can be difficult to identify and for which our database on 
early and late dates needs some work. The single bird found in Dixon Co on 
24 April (JJ; no details) was rather early, and the 6 seen at LaPlatte 
Bottoms, Sarpy Co, on 25 May (CNK; details) were rather late. Both 
reports originated on or near the extreme documented dates for spring 
migration. 

Long-billed Dowitcher : The 1,294 tallied on 3 May in the east RWB 
(JGJ) was the 2nd best count ever; the 3 high counts occur in the period 
between 1 to 3 May. Rather late were 2 found near Bayard, Morrill Co, 
on 28 May (KL). 

Common Snipe : Routine reports. 

American Woodcock : Good populations are present in the Elkhorn 
Valley: 6 were spotted at Powderhorn Area, Dodge Co, on 5 April (DP, 
JP). Four birds seen 3 miles south of Niobrara on 14 April (MB) 
indicate a healthy population along the lower Niobrara Valley also. The 
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only other reports were of singles spotted southwest of Elmwood, Cass Co, 
on 9 April (B) and in Cedar Co on 29 March (SV). 
wiUnn's Phalarooe : Numbers arrived suddenly in the east RWB: 779 
were counted on 20 April, whereas none was found a week prior (JGJ). 
The best count was 1,115 in the west RWB on 5 May (LR, RH). Breeding 
apparently occurs in the east RWB, but there appears to be only a single 
conformed report of successful breeding there. Thus of interest was a pair 
observed copulating on 12 May, and other pairs were seen "acting 
suspiciously" (JGJ). As many as 71 were counted in the east RWB as late 
as 27 May (JGJ). 

Red-necked Phalarooe : This bird is a late migrant; the few reports all 
occurred in the very short period between 23 and 28 May, most, 
surprisingly, coming from the eastern half of the state, where there were 
only about 20 previous records. The species is only casual in the east, but 
there were several reports: singles seen in Seward Co on 24 and 28 May 
(JG); 2 to 4 located at LaPlatte Bottoms, Sarpy Co, from 25 to 26 May 
(CNK, RB, BP, LP); and 3 spotted in Lancaster Co on 26 May (LE). The 
other reports were of 8 found at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, on 23 May 
(CG); 5 identified at Alma East SL on 24 May (GH, WH); one seen in York 
Co on 27 May (CO); and 20 counted in the east RWB on 27 May (JGJ). 
Red Phalarope : Nebraska's first documented spring record (and 9th 
overall record) was of one molting to alternate plumage spotted at 
Wilkins Basin, Fillmore Co, on 28 April (JGJ; details). There are 10+ 
spring records from neighboring states in the period between 10 May and 

5 June, with most occurring in late May. There were several birds 
reported in states to our south this spring (Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma). 
Franklin's Gull : Excellent counts reached 6,000 at FL on 5 May (LR, 
RH) and "thousands" in the east RWB on 20 April (JGJ). 

Bonaparte's Gull : Routine reports. 

Mew Gull : LM hosted 1 to 2 adults from 9 through 25 March (SJD, 
WRS; details); this sighting denotes the 10th spring record (14 birds in 
all), all since 1996 with all but one from LM (the other was at Johnson 
L, Gosper Co). 

Rina-billed Gull : The 30,000 tallied at HCR on 15 March (PL) 
represents a record spring count; also better than the previous record of 
19,000 reached at LM on 14 March 1994 was the 20,000 counted at 
BOL on 24 March (Omaha Audubon, fide DP, JP). To emphasize the 
incredible numbers in the state in mid-March, 11,000 were found at 
Pawnee L, Lancaster Co, on 25 March, possibly including many of those 
seen at BOL the day before (WRS); 5,125 were also located at LM on 17 
March (SJD). 

California Gull : Few occur during the spring, and the species is only 
casual away from LM. Unexpected was an adult spotted with Ring-billed 
Gulls at Alma on 26 March (GH, WH). The only other reports originated 
in LM, where up to 4 wintered; 3 were seen there on 9 March (SJD) and 

6 were seen on 25 March (WRS). Migrants arrive in mid-March. 
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Herring Gull : The 1,302 found at LM on 9 March (SJD) signify a new 
record count for spring. Later migrants are immatures; two spotted at 
Ayr L, Adams Co, on 3 May were Ist-year birds (JGJ). Of 325 counted at 
LM on 25 March, however, only 40 were immatures (WRS). Adults are 
rare after mid-April. 

Thaver's Gull : Excellent numbers were recorded at LM, where 11 
were present in January; the peak count totaled 13 there on 9 March 
(SJD), and as many as 8 (6 1 st-winter, one 2nd, and one adult) still 
remained there on 25 March (WRS)-and an adult lagged behind until 15 
April (SJD). Away from LM, the only report was of an adult identified at 
Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, on 4 March (SJD, JF). 

Iceland Gull : A 1 st-winter bird found at LM on 24 March (WRS, JS) 
was carefully studied; its long primary extension, very pale plumage- 
including a visible but faint tail band-and delicate build-including 
head and bill-were noted in direct comparison with several same-age 
Thayer's Gulls. There are now about 20 records of this species for the 
state. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull : The only reports were of two seen at LM, 
an adult present from 4 to 25 March (SJD, JF, WRS) and a 2nd basic 
bird identified on 17 March (SJD). These sightings denote the 15th and 
16th spring records for this species. 

Glaucous-winaed Gull : The Ist-year bird spotted at Sutherland Res, 
Lincoln Co, on 3 March (AB), if the report is accepted by the NOURC, will 
represent the 3rd state record. 

Glaucous Gull : An amazing 15, including 5 adults, a 3rd basic, and 9 
1st basic birds, were counted at LM on 9 March (SJD). Elsewhere, a 1st 
basic bird was seen at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, on 4 March (SJD, JF); 
3 (one adult and two 1 st basic) were found at HCR on 15 March (PL); and 
a single 1st basic bird was identified at BOL between 22 and 26 March 
(PL, mob). 

Caspian Tern : The only reports came from an NOU field trip on 19 May, 
when flyovers were identified at Hummel Park, Omaha (NOU Newsletter), 
and singles were reported at BOL and Pawnee L, Lancaster Co, on 13 May 
(LE). ~ 

Common Tern : None was reported. This species is an uncommon 
migrant statewide. 

Forster's Tern : Routine reports. 

Least Tern: The one spotted in southern Clay Co on 19 May represents 
the observer's first for the easter RWB (JGJ). The only other reports 
were from the NOU meeting on 19 May in Dodge and Saunders Cos, and two 
identified in Dodge Co on 24 May (DP, JP). 

Black Tern : This species was a bit late arriving this spring; the first 
seen by a regular observer in Lancaster Co took place on 26 May (LE). 
The first sighting occurred in the Sandhills, where there were "plenty" 
found on 10 May (DR). They had arrived in force by 27 May, when a 
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record count of 2,100 was made in the east RWB, including 400 located at 
Harvard Marsh, Clay Co (JGJ). 

Rnrk Dove: Routine reports. 

F^irasian Collared-Dove : Reports are becoming commonplace. 
Dinsmore noted that the species "is now residing in many of the larger 
towns in the Panhandle"; Dinsmore also stated to WRS (in an unguarded 
moment) that one could enter almost any Panhandle town and find one in a 
few minutes, usually sitting on top of a light pole. Panhandle sightings 
included 1 to 3 birds seen in Mitchell between 26 Feb and 12 May (KL, 
SJD, JF); singles were identified in Big Springs on 4 March (SJD, JF), 
between Minatare and Scottsbluff on 8 April (KL), at Oliver Res, Kimball 
Co, between 14 and 15 April (SJD), at Kimball on 28 April (SJD), and 
at Haigler on 29 April (SJD). Elsewhere, sightings at previously-known 
locations included 2 spotted in Elmwood on 22 March (PL) and 2 found in 
Dakota City on 10 March (BFH). New locations included Omaha, where one 
was spotted at 114th and Gold St from 22 to 23 March (B), and another 
located in Minden, Kearney Co, on 11 April (MR). 

White-winaed Dove : This species is another expanding its range 
northward. The one spotted in the Drawbaugh yard, Scottsbluff, between 
11 and 13 May (PD, DD, fide KL) denotes Nebraska's 11 th. The bird 
which appeared at Kearney among Eurasian Collared-Doves in early June 
1998--and that wintered and reappeared there in May 2000--showed 
up again in early May this year (Roger Newcomb, fide LR, RH) and is still 
present at this writing in early July (LB). It seems safe to assume that 
these sightings are of the same persistent individual. So far there have 
been no Nebraska reports of 2 or more birds. 

Mourning Dove : The one found at Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co, on 9 
March (HKH) was rather early, and it may have wintered nearby; 
wintering occurs on occasion along the North Platte Valley. The first 
birds referred to as migrants appeared in Alma on 13 March (GH, WH), 
at Gering on 3 April (AK), and at Mitchell on 8 April (KL). A good count 
of probable migrants totaled 83 in southwestern Hall Co on 12 May (LR, 
RH). 

Black-billed Cuckoo : Only 6 were reported; observers are urged to 
send in any sightings. One was seen near Salem, Richardson Co, on 12 
May (WRS); singles were found in Otoe Co on 17 and 29 May (LC, CF), 
and in Cuming Co on 27 May (LE). And 2 were spotted at Basswood Area, 
Dakota Co, on 22 May (BFH). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: None was reported west of Lancaster Co. 

Barn Owl : A fresh road-killed (actually vehicle-killed?) bird was 
found in Deuel Co on 18 March (JJD, fide SJD), a rather early date. 
Earliest dates occur around 10 March. 

Eastern Screech-Owl : Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl : Adults were found on nests around HCR as early as 
2 March (GH, WH), and in Franklin Co on 9 March (GH, WH). Nesting 
was also underway at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, by 10 March (KP, LE). 
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A very pale bird had usurped a Prairie Falcon nest site at Scotts Bluff NM 
(AK, RB, NR). Two fledglings were seen at Wehrspann L, Omaha, on 13 
May (JWH). 

Snowv Owl : An immature with a noticeably dark crown and spotted 
plumage identified sitting on an ice shelf at BOL on 25 March (WRS, JS) 
came as a total surprise; it must have been passing through, as it was not 
there the day before (Omaha Audubon) or the day after (NP). This date is 
also rather late, although there are 4 records for April. 

Burrowing Owl : Courtship-feeding was underway near Valentine by 
12 May (DR). 

Barred Owl : Westerly reports included one located at Powderhorn 
Area, Dodge Co, on 5 April (DP, JP), along the Elkhorn River, where the 
species is patchily distributed. To know where these birds occur along 
the Elkhorn would be of interest; there are a couple of CBC reports from 
Madison Co (Norfolk CBC). Another bird was spotted east of Niobrara on 
14 Apr (MB), an area where it is also known to occur in small numbers. 
As many as 8 were counted at ICSP on 12 May (WRS). 

Long-eared Owl: The only report was of a freshly road-killed bird 
discovered near Lewellen, Garden Co, on 16 March (SJD). 

Short-eared Owl : Two were seen roosting for a period of time at least 
through 12 March in pines near Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co; 
50-100 pellets were noted (JT). Some conventional wisdom has it that 
this species does not utilize pines for roost sites, and that such reports 
are misidentifications of Long-eared Owls; however, this report and a few 
others indicate that Short-ears indeed do roost occasionally in pines, 
especially when snow cover precludes ground-roosting. Short-ears and 
Long-ears are very similar in flight upon being flushed and are 
consequently difficult to tell apart at such times. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl : None was reported; wintering birds depart 
by mid-April. 

Common Niahthawk : Few were reported, none away from the east; the 
first were 2 spotted in Dakota Co on 13 May (BFH), and one was seen in 
Lincoln on 14 May (JG). These dates are rather late arrival times for 
this species. 

Common Poorwill : The only report was of one found in southwestern 
Kimball Co on 28 April (SJD), a rather early date. 

Chuck-will's-widow: None was reported. Information on current 
locations would be welcome. 

Whip-poor-will: Whips were numerous at ICSP on 12 May, where at 
least 14 were counted (WRS). This number represents a (surprisingly) 
high spring count. Two were found at Willis, Dakota Co, on 24 May 
(BFH). The only other report was significant: one was spotted flying 
continuously in a low oval over a small prairie at dusk on 22 May near 
Gibbon; it was identified by small size (LR, RH). There are only 3 
reports further west. 
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rhimnpv Swift : The four noted at Gering on 29 April (AK) were rather 
early for the Panhandle. And the one seen at Alma on 20 April (GH, WH) 
was also on the early side. No early reports came from the east. 
white-throated Swift : At least 5 were spotted at Scotts Bluff NM, 
Scotts Bluff Co, on 24 April (AK), a rather early date. 

Ruhv-throated Hummingbird : Only casual as a migrant in central 
Nebraska, one was seen at Alma on 30 April (GH, WH), and another was 
located at Kearney on 5 May (LR, RH). Birds still around in the last week 
of May could be breeders; although egg dates peak in June (Johnsgard), a 
nest was found at Schramm Park, Sarpy Co, on 22 May 1995. Two males 
were found in the observer's yard in southwestern Dixon Co on 27 May, 
with one remaining there through 31 May (JJ). One was spotted at Ponca 
SP, Dixon Co, on 26 May (BFH), and one was identified at ICSP on 28 May 
(WRS). 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Lewis's Woodpecker : None was reported; this bird is currently 
thought of (Sharpe et al 2001 "Birds of Nebraska") as a rare but regular 
spring migrant in the west, but there are not many recent records other 
than of summering birds. 

Red-headed Woodpecker : The one spotted in Madison Co on 8 April 
(JJ) was rather early; wintering is rare there. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker : This species occurs west in the Republican 
Valley to Colorado, but the 2 males found at Rock Creek State Fish 
Hatchery, Dundy Co, on 29 April (SJD) may well represent a first for 
that location. The species is now regular in the LO area, where 3 were 
found on 9 March (SJD); however, west of there reports are few. One was 
seen at CCM on 23 March (SJD); and the one which was first found on 10 
June 2000 east of McGrew in extreme southeastern Scotts Bluff Co was 
still present on 8 April (AK). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker : Surprisingly, none was reported. 

Downv Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairv Woodpecker : The one seen at FF on 2 May had a brownish hue to 
the white feathering, looking somewhat like the Pacific Northwest 
subspecies (JT). 

Northern Flicker : An excellent count reached 40 in a Buffalo Co 
campground on 19 April (LR, RH). A "red-shafted" flicker was identified 
south of Alliance on 4 May (AR), rather late for pure red-shafted 
flickers. Most Panhandle birds in the summer are "salmon-shafted" 
flickers. 

Pileated Woodpecker : Reports continue from FF, including 
confirmation of nesting again this year north of Gifford Rd, where a pair 
was observed bringing food to the nest hole on 11 May (BP, LP). Nesting 
was first reported in 1999 and occurred again in 2000 (BA). There were 
no reports of more than 2 birds. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher : Although this is a late migrant, only 4 were 
reported, all from the east, as expected. One was found at Schramm Park, 
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Sarpy Co, on 12 May (B); two were sighted at BOL 26 May (LE); and 
another was seen at Schramm Park, Sarpy Co, on 27 May (B). 

Western Wood-Pewee : The only report was of one spotted at Oliver 
Res, Kimball Co, on 17 May (SJD, JF), about on schedule. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee : The singles found on 29 April at opposite ends 
of the Missouri Valley were rather early: a silent bird carefully 
identified was located at Missouri River Ecology Trail, Neale Woods 
(WRS; details), and one was spotted at Ponca SP, Dixon Co (JJ). Furthest 
west was the one found at Geneva Cem on 18 May (LR, RH). An excellent 
count was the 15 tallied at ICSP on 28 May (WRS). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher : Only one was reported: it was seen at 
Crystal Cove L, South Sioux City, on 31 May (BFH). There are only two 
later dates, on June 1 and 7, for this late migrant. 

Acadian Flycatcher : The only report was of one identified singing on 
28 May on Trail 9, ICSP (WRS). In recent years, this location has 
become regular. 

Alder Flycatcher : The 3 reports came from the Missouri Valley, the 
earliest in Towle Park, Omaha, on 24 May (NR). Others were spotted in 
Dixon Co on 27 May (JJ) and at Bellevue on 28 May (BP, LP). This 
species is also a late migrant. 

Willow Flycatcher : The one discovered at Kearney on 5 May (LR, RH) 
was rather early for the location, although one was banded in Lincoln on 9 
May (JK, fide LRB). They had become numerous in the east RWB by 27 
May, when 16 were counted there (JGJ). None was reported further west. 
Least Flycatcher : Rather early were singles spotted at Neale Woods, 
Douglas Co, on 27 April (JB) and at FF on 29 April (BP, LP). This 
species was widespread and found in good numbers this spring. 

Duskv Flycatcher : One was well-studied at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, on 
9 May (SJD, JF; details). If accepted by the NOURC, this sighting will 
represent the first documented spring record. 

Eastern Phoebe : This early arriver was first detected in the east on 14 
March at ADF (LF, CF), and not until 14 April in the Panhandle, at 
Oliver Res, Kimball Co (SJD). It is uncommon in the Panhandle; another 
bird was located south of Chadron on 28 May (KL). 

Sav's Phoebe : First in the west was one located in Kimball Co on 15 
April (SJD). Farthest east was the one seen near Alma, where it is 
uncommon, on 1 7 April (GH, WH). 

Great Crested Flycatcher : The one spotted at FF on 29 April (B) was 
rather early. The only Panhandle report was of one identified at Alliance 
on 13 May (LW). They were numerous at ICSP, where 26 were counted 
on 28 May (WRS). 

Cassin's Kingbird : The one identified in southwestern Kimball Co on 2 
May (SJD) denotes the 2nd earliest spring date; and another seen in 
Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, on 9 May (SJD, JF) was also rather 
early. These were the only reports. 
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Western Kingbird : The single seen at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, on 28 
April (SJD) was rather early for the Panhandle, where arrival dates are 
generally about 2 weeks later than elsewhere in the state. Two were 
spotted at Standing Bear L, Omaha, on 27 April (NR). And nesting was 
underway at Chadron on 10 May (ZU). 

Eastern Kingbird : The first reported were singles found in Phelps Co 
(LR, RH) and in Lancaster Co (LE) on 28 April. Good counts reached 49 in 
southwestern Hall Co on 12 May (LR, RH) and 22 in Dixon Co on 27 May 
(JJ). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher : Surprisingly, there were 2 reports of 
this casual spring and summer visitor: one was seen on the MoPac East 
Trail near Walton, Lancaster Co, on 19 April (KP), and another was 
identified ("gorgeous") near Krause Basin, Fillmore Co, on 20 April 
(JGJ). These dates are early, with 19 April being the record. There are 
about 27 spring records in all. 

Northern Shrike : Only one bird made it into April, that one identified 
southeast of Johnson L, Gosper Co, on 1 April (LR, RH). 

Loggerhead Shrike : The bird found in Lincoln on 18 March (LE) was 
rather early. Courting (amongst shrikes) began about 1 April at Big 
Daddy's Ornithological Gardens, Clay Co (JGJ). Numbers were good in the 
Panhandle by 12 April, when 13 were counted (SJD). A family group of 
6 were seen out and about in Richardson Co as early as 12 May (WRS). 
White-eved Vireo : One remained at FF from 29 April to 12 May (DP, 
JP, MO, B). This sighting represents only the 20th spring report since 
1981. 

Bell's Vireo : The first was one seen in Lancaster Co on 6 May (LE), and 
another was banded in Lincoln on 8 May (JK, fide LRB). 
Yellow-throated Vireo : Farthest west was the one found at Hormel 
Park, Fremont, on 20 May (LR, RH). 

Plumbeous Vireo : The only report was of one seen north of Mitchell on 
28 May (KL). 

Blue-headed Vireo : The single located at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, on 
27 April (JB) was rather early. There are few records away from the 
Missouri Valley; farthest west was one spotted at Seward on 12 May (LP). 
Warbling Vireo : The bird found at FF on 21 April (JM) was rather 
early, and the one spotted at Rock Creek L, Dundy Co, on 29 April (SJD) 
was also early; the earliest date for the Panhandle is 1 May. Excellent 
counts totaled 40 at Medicine Creek Res, Frontier Co, on 26 May (LR, 
RH) and 34 in Douglas and Washington Cos on 29 April (WRS). 
Philadelphia Vireo : Only 2 were reported: one found at ADF on 2 May 
(LF, CF), and one spotted at Platte River SP, Cass Co, on 6 May (JGJ). 
Red-eved Vireo : The bird seen at FF on 29 April (B) was rather early. 
Good counts were 18 at ICSP on 12 May (WRS) and 10 at FF on 16 May 
(CNK). 

Blue Jav : This species was thought to be "really increasing" in Thomas 
Co (RG). 
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Pinvon Jav: None was reported. 

Black-billed Magpie : Nesting in southeastern Cuming Co is near the 
eastern edge of the breeding range; nestbuilding by adults and 3 of last 
year's 4 fledglings as helpers was reported underway in an ash tree near 
last year's nest site a few miles southeast of West Point on 29 April (LE). 
The nest was abandoned, however, by 27 May (LE). 

American Crow : This species is strongly migratory on the Great 
Plains; 400+ flyovers were seen near Gibbon on 4 March (LR, RH). One 
bird was spotted carrying nest material to a pine tree in Omaha on 8 
March (JT), and adults were reported feeding 4 barely-flighted young 
with "baby gape" in Frontier Co on 26 May (LR, RH). 

Horned Lark : Routine reports. 

Purple Martin : Westernmost were the 6 males found at nestboxes at 
Shelton, Buffalo Co, on 6 April (MM), the 3 seen at Alma, Harlan Co, the 
next day (GH, WH), and the 12 identified in Kearney on 13 April (LR, 
RH). 

Tree Swallow : The one located at Standing Bear L, Omaha, on 31 March 
(B) was rather early. Apparently territorial birds were spotted at 
several sites with nest boxes in Lancaster Co (LE) and Frontier Co on 26 
May (LR, RH); and a nesting pair was seen at Memphis Lakes, Saunders 
Co, on 6 May (CNK). Nesting is regular in the Missouri Valley and Platte 
Valley at least as far west as Keith Co, but increasing only in recent years 
in the southwest. 

Violet-green Swallow : The only reports were of 4 spotted at Scotts 
Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff Co, on 9 May (SJD) and of 8 seen at Chadron SP, 
Dawes Co, on 28 May (KL); nesting has been reported at both locations in 
previous years. 

Northern Rough-winaed Swallow : The two identified at HCR on 8 
April (GH, WH) were rather early. 

Bank Swallow : About 1000 were found nesting in banks all around 
Medicine Creek Res, Frontier Co, on 26 May (LR, RH). 

Cliff Swallow : The one found at Alma on 9 April (GH, WH) was rather 
early. 

Barn Swallow : Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee : Routine reports. 

Tufted Titmouse : There were indications of unrest at the northern and 
western edges of the range this spring. A few seen at a feeder in west 
Lincoln were unusual enough for the observer to note their presence 
(KP), although titmice occur in Wilderness Park in Lincoln (LE). In 
Blair, Washington Co, where the species is sporadic in occurrence, one 
wintered at a feeder, and others were seen in March and on 30 April 
(JGJ). It is present, however, along the Platte River at Hormel Park in 
Fremont, Dodge Co, (DP, JP), the northwesternmost point of the 
Nebraska range. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch : The latest sighting away from the breeding 
range was of one found at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, on 17 May (SJD). 
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white-breasted Nuthatch : The eastern subspecies cookei breeds 
throughout most of the Republican Valley and across northern Kansas 
(Kansas Breeding Bird Atlas, 2001); a pair was seen at Medicine Creek 
Res, Frontier Co, on May 27 (LR, RH). Also at the edge of the summer 
range for (presumed) eastern birds were one identified at CCM on 14 
April (SJD) and one banded in Thomas Co on 9 May (RG); the species is 
probably resident in small numbers at both sites. The species is not 
known to breed in Kimball Co; a western bird spotted at Oliver Res on 22 
March, the observer's first for the county (SJD), had probably wintered 
in the area. Another western bird, probably the same bird that wintered 
at Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co, was still there on 9 May (SJD) but has 
since departed (HKH); there are no known records of breeding in Sioux Co 
away from Ponderosa Pine habitat. 

Pvqmv Nuthatch : One was seen "working the snag" (known nest site) 
at Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co, on 28 April (AK). Near the east edge 
of the species' Ponderosa Pine range, 1-2 were spotted at a feeder 6 miles 
south of Chadron through 20 April (SA). 

Brown Creeper : It is hoped that the small nesting population at FF 
continues; singles were found singing on 11 May on Sycamore and Stream 
Trails (BP, LP). The last wintering bird reported was located at 
Wehrspann L, Omaha, on 18 April (JWH). An excellent count totaled 9 at 
Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 10 March (LE). 

Rock Wren : Only 2 were reported, one spotted at Oliver Res, Kimball 
Co, on 28 April (AK) and one seen at Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff Co, on 
27 May (KL). 

Carolina Wren : This winter apparently saw the most severe reduction 
in numbers due to tough conditions since at least 1984-85 (SS). None 
was found at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, either this winter or spring 
(LE), although 2 were noted in different Lincoln neighborhoods (KP, 
Mus); numbers were also down noticeably at FF (BP, LP) and ICSP 
(WRS). Most unexpected so far west, especially after this winter, was 
one identified singing at Kearney on 6 March (LR, RH). However, there 
were a few hardy survivors scattered about from Omaha south (mob), and 
population rebuilding was underway with adults spotted feeding young in 
Bellevue on 19 May; a second brood was being contemplated, at least by a 
strongly-singing male (RB). 

House Wren : A good count reached 40 at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 
12 May (LE). 

Winter Wren : Only 2 were reported, one located at an expected location 
in FF on 14 April (B), and the other identified far to the west at Wind 
Springs Ranch, Sioux Co, on 2 May (SJD). Although there are a few 
reports of birds attempting to winter in the Panhandle, there are no 
records of survivors after February. Panhandle records probably are of 
birds of the western subspecies pacificus. 

Sedae Wren : This spring was typical for this species in the sense that, 
as noted by Don Paseka, they "usually appear in mid-May, sing tirelessly 
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and leave in June." However, atypically, there was only one report, of one 
found on the Paseka farm northwest of Ames, Dodge Co, on 16 May (DP, 
JP). Nesting does not usually occur until after birds return in July. 
Marsh Wren : Routine reports. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 

Rubv-crowned Kinglet : The one spotted at Cunningham L, Omaha, on 
24 March (JT) was rather early. 

Blue-arav Gnatcatcher : Reports are now numerous from the west; it 
is "obviously becoming widespread and almost common" in the Panhandle 
(SJD), where a total of about 14 were found. It is less common 
immediately eastward from the Panhandle; one was spotted at LO on 28 
April (SJD), and 3 were found in the Rock Creek L area in Dundy Co on 
29 April (SJD). All other reports were in or close to the Missouri 
Valley, north to Ponca SP, Dixon Co, where it is uncommon; but 1-2 were 
found there beginning 29 April (JJ). 

Eastern Bluebird : Rather early for the west, where wintering is rare, 
was the one spotted at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, on 16 March (SJD). 
Mountain Bluebird : The first to return were 2 found south of Gering 
on 7 March(AK). The best count reached 55 in Kimball Co on 16 March 
(SJD), a good count; and 2 were seen investigating nestboxes at Wildcat 
Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co, by 31 March (AK). 

Townsend's Solitaire : Routine reports. 

Veerv : The only reports were of one identified at ADF on 4 May (LF, 
CF), and one seen on 9 and 10 May at FF (BP, LP). 

Grav-cheeked Thrush : The migration was about normal, with 11 
birds reported in the period between 29 April and 25 May. The 29 April 
sighting took place at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co (JT). 

Swainson's Thrush : The one spotted in Phelps Co on 22 April (LR, 
RH) was rather early, although singles had reached Ponca SP, Dixon Co, 
and South Sioux City by 29 April (JJ, BFH). A good count for this 
statewide migrant was the 28+ totaled at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, on 17 
May (SJD, JF). 

Hermit Thrush : Reports came either from the Missouri Valley or the 
Panhandle. The Rocky Mountain subspecies auduboni occurs in the 
Panhandle, moving through later in spring and earlier in fall than 
eastern Hermit Thrushes, which are probably all faxoni. Two auduboni 
were seen at Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co, on 2 May (SJD), and a 
Hermit Thrush identified at Alliance on 16 May (LW) was also probably 
auduboni. Eastern reports were of 4 birds seen in the period between 4 
April and 3 May (mob). 

Wood Thrush : The single spotted at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, on 27 
April (JB) was rather early. A good count totaled 11 at ICSP on 12 May 
(WRS). None was reported west of Dodge and Lancaster Cos (DP, JP, JK 
fide LRB), about the western limit of spring migration. 

American Robin : Routine reports. 

















m 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol 69 No.2 


Varied Thrush : There have been only 6 reports since 1999, thus the 
one found at Alliance 9 May (LW) was a surprise, especially at this 
rather late date. This bird probably wintered, as a belated report was 
received of apparently the same bird spotted in Alliance December 2000 
(DT). 

Gray Catbird : Excellent counts totaled 50 in Lincoln on 12 May (LRB) 
and "dozens" in FF on 3 May (DP, JP). Uncommon in the west, one was 
spotted in Scottsbluff on 11 May (KL, PD, DD). 

Northern Mockingbird : There were 5 reports (mob), the first 
coming on 20 April in Omaha (B). 

Brown Thrasher : Routine reports. 

European Starling : Unusual were 6 pairs discovered nestbuilding in 
the same cottonwood at Mitchell on 8 April (KL). Although starlings 
usually nest solitarily, nesting may be colonial when sites are scarce 
(Busby and Zimmerman, Kansas Breeding Bird Atlas, 2001). 

American Pipit : Routine reports. 

Sprague's Pipit : None was reported. 

Bohemian Waxwina : The only report was of 2 seen at LO on 9 March 
(SJD). There was also only one winter report, that from the east. 

Cedar Waxwina : There may be two peaks of migrants in this species, 
an early one in March, often masked by wintering birds, and a later one in 
May-early June, the latter possibly birds which wintered far south of 
Nebraska (see Robbins and Easterla, Birds of Missouri). This pattern was 
evident this spring, when the two best counts overall were 150 tallied in 
Knox Co on 1 April (JJ) and 133 at LO on 14 April (SJD). The next best 
totals were 50 at Oak Glen, Seward Co, on 12 May (BP, LP), and 71 at 
Geneva Cem on 18 May (LR, RH). A flock of 10 spotted at ICSP on 28 May 
(WRS) may also have been migrants. 

Golden-winaed Warbler : Another good spring for this species, which 
has become more numerous in recent years. About 9 were reported in the 
period between 5 and 12 May (BP, LP, WRS, JGJ), west only to 
Schramm Park, Sarpy Co (NR). 

Tennessee Warbler : The usual large numbers were reported from 29 
April to 27 May. The best counts reached 30+ at ICSP on 12 May (WRS) 
and 27 at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 5 May (JGJ). As expected, none was 
found west of the east RWB. 

Oranae-crowned Warbler : Also numerous this spring, the high count 
totaled 100+ in the east RWB on 3 May (JGJ), a record spring count for 
this statewide migrant. Reports arrived from 19 April through 19 May. 
Nashville Warbler : Reports occurred in the period from 29 April to 
18 May, with about 17 reported, none from west of Lancaster Co. 
Northern Parula : This species is fairly common in its preferred 
habitat (duh!). Up to 4 were seen at FF, the first report for this early 
migrant coming from there on 14 April (BP, LP); and 6 were located at 
ICSP on 28 May (WRS)-these remained through the period, probably 
summering. Other reports included singles spotted at Neale Woods, 
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Washington Co, on 28 April (JB), in the sycamores at the northwestern 
corner of Schilling Refuge, Plattsmouth, on 6 May (WRS), and in the 
"neighbor's sycamore tree" in Lincoln on 6 May (MUs). 

Yellow Warbler : Geneva Cem is a good migrant trap, as illustrated by 
an excellent count of 33+ tallied there on 18 May (LR, RH). The earliest 
was one located at FF on 29 April (BP, LP), and, in the west, at Alliance 
on 7 May (LW). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler : This spring was good for this eastern 
migrant, with about 18 reported in the period between 5 and 26 May. The 
best count was 4 at FF on 10 May (BP, LP). Unexpected was a male 
spotted at Goose L, CLNWR, on 19 May (KMD), the 12th Panhandle report 
for spring. 

Magnolia Warbler : About 9 were reported, in the period from 5 to 24 
May; westernmost were singles noted in southwestern Hall Co on 12 May 
(LR, RH) and at Geneva Cem on 24 May (CG). 

Caoe Mav Warbler: The only report was of one seen at Blair, 
Washington Co, on 7 May (JGJ). This report is only the 13th since 
1982. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler : Another statewide migrant reported in 
numbers this spring, the best count reached 100+ in the east RWB on 3 
May (JGJ). Reports occurred in the period between 12 April and 24 
May. 

Black-throated Green Warbler : Only 7 of this uncommon migrant 
were found, all in the Missouri Valley from 2 to 16 May (JB, DP, JP, 
JGJ, CNK). 

Blackburnian Warbler : In the period between 5 and 25 May, 6 were 
found, all in Dodge and Sarpy Cos (JGJ, BP, LP, CNK, NR). 
Yellow-throated Warbler : The first were 2 seen at FF on 14 April 
(BP, LP). The only other reports were of single birds found at Missouri 
River Ecology Trail, Neale Wood—where apparently this species has 
summered in recent years-on 27 April (JB) and on 8 May (NR). 
Unexpected was one identified in a sycamore grove at the northwestern 
corner of Schilling Refuge, Plattsmouth, on 6 May (WRS). 

Pine Warbler : None was reported this spring; confirmation of the 3rd 
spring record was received, a bird discovered at a Bellevue feeder 
between 12 and 17 March 2000 (fide BP, LP). Spring reports of this 
species, 18 in all, are poorly documented. 

Palm Warbler : The one spotted at Wehrspann L, Omaha, on 14 April 
(B) was 4th earliest ever; this species is an early migrant in general. 
Good numbers were reported, with about 20 seen in the east in the period 
between 14 April to 12 May, and one identified at LO of the western 
subspecies palmarum on 28 April (SJD). The latter is only the 9th 
Panhandle report, and the earliest. Palmarum occurs over most of the 
state in migration and is rarer westward. Eastern hypochrysea , more 
yellowish, has been reported occasionally from the east. 
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Bav-breasted Warbler : Much more rare in spring than in fall, 3 
were reported: the observer's first for Wayne Co on 7 May (MB), one at 
FF on 8 May (B), and another there on 19 May (NOU). 

Blackpoll Warbler : Much more common in spring than fall, good 
numbers were reported in the period between 29 April and 25 May. Four 
birds were reported on 29 April, a rather early date: 2 in Lincoln 
(Mils), and singles at FF (BP,LP), and Crystal Cove L, South Sioux City 
(BFH). Furthest west were the 11 spotted in the east RWB from 12 to 24 
May (JGJ, CG). 

Cerulean Warbler : The only reports were of one seen at Neale Woods, 
Douglas Co, on 1 May (JB), a rather early date, and 2 identified at Trail 
9, ICSP, on 28 May (WRS). 

Black-and-white Warbler : The two located south of Chadron on 30 
April (SA) were rather early for the west, as was a female discovered at 
Bushnell Cem on 2 May (SJD). Other than these reports, and one at 
Kearney on 2 May (LR, RH), all others occurred in the Missouri Valley in 
the period between 27 April to 11 May; this bird is an early migrant. 
The best count reached a total of 7 at ICSP and Schilling Refuge, 
Plattsmouth, on 6 May (WRS). 

American Redstart : This species was much in evidence this spring, 
with good numbers reported statewide beginning on 29 April in the east 
(JJ) and on 17 May in the west (SJD, JF). Excellent counts were led by 
an amazing 46 in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, on 28 May (KL) and 27 at 
Ponca SP, Dixon Co, on 20 May (JJ). This species is indeed a common 
statewide migrant. 

Prothonotarv Warbler : One was seen at FF on 3 May (DP, JP), and 
1-2 were reported through 24 May (mob). At Hormel Park, Fremont, 
1-2 were present between 6 and 20 May (DP, JP, LR, RH); this species 
is rarely found away from the Missouri Valley. Singles were spotted at 
widely-spaced locations at ICSP on both 12 and 28 May (WRS); and it 
was reported from Washington Co on 19 May (NOU, fide JP). 
Worm-eatina Warbler : One was reported from Hastings Cem on 7 May 
(B; no details). 

Ovenbird : The first was one found at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, on 27 
April (JB). None was reported west of Cherry and Fillmore Cos. 
Northern Waterthrush : About 27 were reported in the period from 2 
to 1 7 May, most from the Missouri Valley-but also from Oliver Res, 
Kimball Co, where one was found on 2 May (SJD) and two on 17 May 
(SJD, JF). This species is uncommon in the Panhandle. 

Louisiana Waterthrush : Reports of this rare migrant and summer 
resident came from expected locations: FF, where one arrived on 14 April 
(CHe); and either it or another (never 2) was reported through 16 May 
(CNK, BP, LP, JT), and at ICSP, where 1-2 were found near St Deroin on 
6, 12, and 28 May. A strongly territorial pair was also spotted along 
Trail 5 on 28 May (WRS). 
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Kentucky Warbler : This species has become more numerous in recent 
years throughout the Missouri Valley. The first reported was seen in the 
far north at Crystal Cove L, South Sioux City, on 29 April (BFH), tying 
the 2nd earliest date ever. One was reported at Hastings Cem on 7 May 
(B; no details); this report represents only the 7th away from the 
Missouri Valley. More usual were the 2 found at Schramm Park, Sarpy 
Co, on 10 May (NR); and singles were noted in eastern Otoe Co on 22 and 
on 29 May (LF, CF). The species was almost common at ICSP, where 1-2 
were found on each trail checked on 28 May, for a total of 7, a record 
count; 1-2 were identified on Trail 9 beginning on 6 May (WRS). 
Connecticut Warbler : One was reported, about normal for a Nebraska 
spring: this one was seen at FF on 12 May (Bill Parker, fide BP, LP; 
details). 

Mourning Warbler : Only 7 were reported, all from the Missouri 
Valley in the typically late period between 17 and 28 May (mob). 
MacGillivrav's Warbler : The only one reported was spotted at Oliver 
Res, Kimball Co, on 17 May (SJD, JF). Numbers are usually greater in 
the fall. 

Common Yellowthroat : The one identified at Harvard Marsh, Clay Co, 
on 24 April (BP, LP) was the first detected. A good count of 20 was made 
at Lincoln on 12 May (LRB) and 18 were tallied in southwestern Hall Co 
on 12 May (LR, RH). 

Hooded Warbler : The only report of this casual migrant, which may be 
becoming a rare regular spring visitor, occurred in a South Sioux City 
yard on 5 May (fide BFH). This spring report is about the 43rd for the 
state. 

Wilson's Warbler : Reports were rather routine, all in the period 
from 5 to 25 May (mob) and distributed statewide. The total was rather 
low, with only about 14 in all. 

Canada Warbler : None was reported; this species is a rare but regular 
spring migrant in the east. 

Yellow-breasted Chat : Reports came from Alma west, as expected, 
with earliest occurring on 8 May at Alma (GH, WH). 

Summer Tanager : This species has increased its numbers in two areas 
of apparently suitable habitat where few have been reported until the last 
2 years or so, FF and ICSP, suggesting a northward range expansion in the 
Missouri Valley. One was noted at FF on 29 April (B), a rather early 
date, and 1 -2 were seen in Mormon Hollow at FF through at least 16 May 
(BP, LP, CNK). At ICSP, 7 were counted on 1 2 May, and territorial pairs 
were observed on the St Deroin road and at the St Deroin Cem on 6 and 
again on 28 May (WRS). Reports also came from Otoe Co of a Ist-year 
male spotted on 3 May and a single bird noted on 29 May (LF, CF). 
Another Ist-year male was found at Ft Atkinson SHP, Washington Co, on 5 
May (JGJ). 

Scarlet Tanaaer : All reports were from the Missouri Valley, beginning 
with singles noted at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, on 28 April (JB) and at FF 
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on 29 April (B), rather early dates. A female was seen gathering nest 
material at FF on 27 May (BP, LP). 

Western Tanaaer : The only reports were of singles found in 
Scottsbluff on 8 May (PD, DD, fide KL)~a rather early date--and again 
on 19 May (KL). 

Green-tailed Towhee : This rare but regular migrant was found 3 
times: on 2 and on 9 May at Oliver Res., Kimball Co, (SJD) and on 14 May 
there also (RB). 

Spotted Towhee : An excellent count of migrants reached 28+ at 
McMurtrey Refuge, Clay Co, on 3 May (JGJ). Peak movement of this 
species occurs around 1 May. Wintering birds leave the southeast by 
mid-May, and so rather late was the bird spotted at FF on 12 May (MO). 
Migrants appeared first in the central, as is usual, with the two seen at 
the Sacramento-Wilcox Area, Phelps Co, on 22 April representing the 
first noted (LR, RH). On 4 May near Gibbon, migrant Spotted and Eastern 
Towhees were found together with hybrids (see Eastern Towhee; LR, RH). 
The first in the west was a bird identified south of Chadron on 27 April 
(SA). 

Eastern Towhee : This species is common at ICSP, where 9 were 
counted on 28 May (WRS), and at FF, where 6 were found on 26 April 
(CNK). Westernmost were singles discovered in southwestern Hall Co and 
near Gibbon on 4 and 12 May; at least one hybrid was noted on each of 
these dates, as well as 2 hybrids on 1 May (LR, RH). Arrival in the 
southeast is in early and mid-April. 

Cassin's Sparrow : None was reported; arrival usually takes place in 
late May. 

American Tree Sparrow : An estimated 2,000 were located in 
southern Buffalo Co on 11 March (LR, RH). Few were reported 
elsewhere, however; only 10 were found in Lancaster Co on 18 March in 
7-8 hours of birding (LE). The last reported were the 2 seen at BOL on 
31 March (LE) and the one noted at ADF the same day (LF, CF). 

Chipping Sparrow : A good count was 75+ in Buffalo Co on 1 May (LR, 
RH), and they were reported "in every spruce tree" in Bassett, Rock Co, 
by 6 May (CH). 

Clav-colored Sparrow : This species was widely-reported from 27 
April (LR, RH) through 12 May (DR, LR, RH); it was "amazingly 
abundant" near Valentine on the latter date (DR). The best count (actual 
number) totaled 120 in Kearney on 10 May (LR, RH). 

Brewer’s Sparrow : None was reported; arrival is in mid-April. 

Field Sparrow : The one banded in Bellevue on 2 April (RG) was rather 
early. This species is a rare migrant in the Panhandle; most Nebraska 
birds, at least in the north and west, are arenacea (grey auriculars), but 
intergrades with eastern pusilla (reddish auriculars) occur in the east 
and southeast. Single arenacea were spotted at Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux 
Co, on 2 and 9 May (SJD, JF). Two birds of unspecified subspecies were 
identified at Rock Creek L, Dundy Co, on 29 April (SJD), and a good count 
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for the southwest reached 11 at Medicine Creek Res, Frontier Co, on 26 
May (LR, RH). 

Vesper Sparrow : Rather early was the one found at BOL on 24 March 
(Omaha Audubon, fide DP, JP); this species can appear very early in 
spring. Two subspecies nest in Nebraska; uncommon in the east (north of 
Nemaha Co) is the eastern subspecies gramineus, which has adapted to 
nesting in field borders of corn fields, and whose range thus probably 
coincides with that of dry land corn. A nest with 4 eggs was found near 
Schramm Park, Sarpy Co, on 16 May (CNK). Migrants usually are gone 
by early May, and so the one discovered near Wilkins Basin, Fillmore Co, 
on 18 May (LR, RH) was a little late, although 5 still remained in 
southwestern Hall Co on 12 May (LR, RH); nesting is not known in that 
part of the state. 

Lark Sparrow : The six noted in Harlan Co on 8 April (GH, WH) were 
rather early. 

Lark Bunting : Reports arrived from the Panhandle; the first were in 
Kimball and Dundy Cos on 28 April (SJD), and "lots" were seen in 
southern Sioux Co by on 28 May (KL). 

Savannah Sparrow : The two migrants spotted at Wilkins Basin, 
Fillmore Co, on 18 May (LR, RH) were rather late. One or more 
identified on Sowbelly Rd, Sioux Co, 28 May (KL) may have been 
breeders; breeding occurs in certain locations in northwestern Nebraska. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: The one found at Rock Creek L, Dundy Co, on 29 
April (SJD) was rather early; arrival dates in western Nebraska are 
significantly later than those in the east. 

Baird's Sparrow : This species continues to pop up in unexpected 
places; one was observed near Elmwood 1 -2 May; its song was compared 
with a tape on the 2nd day (GW, EB). There are now 8 documented spring 
records, 4 from the east in the period from 24 April to 10 May; all 8 
statewide occurred in the period between 24 April and 16 May. 
Henslow's Sparrow : None was reported; arrival is usually in late 
April. 

LeConte's Sparrow : Only 2 were reported: one seen at Missouri River 
Ecology Trail, Neale Woods, on 27 April (JB) and another located at FF on 
3 May (DP, JP). This species is far more secretive in spring than in fall. 
Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow : None was reported; most move 
through mid-late May. 

Fox Sparrow : Routine reports. 

Song Sparrow : Routine reports. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Swamp Sparrow : Routine reports. 

White-throated Sparrow : Overwintering occurs in the southeast; the 
two that wintered in Lincoln were still present in mid-March (LE). The 
last reported was banded in Thomas Co on 9 May (RG), not a particularly 
late date. Uncommon in central Nebraska, 1 -2 passed through the Gibbon 
area between 27 April and 4 May (LR, RH). 

















Z£ 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol 69 No.2 


White-crowned Sparrow : At least one of 4 birds spotted near Gibbon 
4 May was "gray-lored" (LR, RH), apparently gambelii, the most 
widespread subspecies. 

Harris's Sparrow : Numbers were down to some extent; "few this 
winter" was a comment from central Nebraska (LR, RH), and only 3 were 
seen in Lancaster Co in 7-8 hours of birding on 18 March (LE) . The best 
count was only 35, near Gibbon on 4 May (LR, RH). At least one was 
noted with flocks of Chestnut-collared Longspurs near Valentine on 12 
May (DR). 

Dark-eved Junco : The last to leave was a "Slate-colored" Junco banded 
on 9 May in Thomas Co (RG); most depart by mid-May. 

McCown's Longspun Large numbers pass through the Panhandle in 
mid-April; 1,075 were counted in Kimball Co, and 730 were tallied 
eastward in Cheyenne Co on 14 April (SJD); "hundreds" were also found 
in the Panhandle the next day (SJD). The record spring count is over 
2 , 000 . 

Lapland Longspur : A good count of 2,500 was made in Dixon Co on 15 
March (JJ); the peak spring count is an amazing 50,000! 
Cbestnut - CQllgred Lp ng$p u r: The four seen at LM on 23 March 
(SJD) were rather early, and the 2 located near Valentine on 12 May 
(DR) were rather late, although breeding occurs in northcentral 
Nebraska. "Hundreds" were found in the Panhandle on 1 5 April (SJD). 
Snow Bunting : An excellent count reached 80 on the beach at Sandy 
Point, LM, on 4 March (SJD). 

Northern Cardinal : One was spotted east of Scottsbluff on 1 April 
(AK), continuing the small population there (hopefully another was 
around somewhere!). At Wilderness Park, Lincoln, a nest located 6 feet 
up in a cedar had 3 cowbird and 2 cardinal eggs on 12 May (LE). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak : Surprisingly, the first to arrive were 
discovered in the Panhandle: one reported at a Bayard feeder on 22 April 
had been there about 10 days (AK), providing the record earliest 
documented date for the state. Generally rare (but regular) in the 
Panhandle in spring, a rather early male was identified at Oliver Res on 
28 April (SJD); another was seen there on 17 May (SJD); one was 
spotted in Alliance on 9 May (LW), and yet another male was located in 
Scotts Bluff Co on 10 May (KL). A good count totaled 30+ in Lincoln on 12 
May (LRB). 

Black-headed Grosbeak : The one seen south of Chadron on 30 April 
(SA) was rather early. Migrants occur regularly east to a line from 
Antelope Co to Adams Co, so the 2 found in Dodge Co, only the 3rd-4th 
eastern records since 1981, were unexpected. One was seen at a feeder 4 
miles west of Fremont between 8 and 10 May (Linda Coulter, fide DP, 
JP) and the other was identified at Hormel Park, Fremont, on 10 May 
(DP, JP). 

Blue Grosbeak : Routine reports. 
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Lazuli Bunting : Only the 12th-13th reports from the east were single 
birds (the same?) spotted at different sections of Wilderness Park, 
Lincoln, on 12 and again on 19 May (LE). Easterly was the one found at 
Hastings Cem on 7 May (B). 

Indiao Bunting : Record early was the one identified in Otoe Co on 13 
April (LF, CF). Most arrive in early May. Westernmost was one spotted 
south of Chadron on 28 May (KL), where it is a rare spring migrant. A 
good count reached 10 in Otoe Co on 22 May (LF, CF). 

Dickcissel : None was reported west of Harlan and Frontier Cos (LR, 
RH, GH, WH); this species is rare further west and usually does not 
arrive there before June. The Frontier Co sighting was of 2 birds spotted 
on 26 May (LR, RH). 

Bobolink : Four seen in Clay Co on 3 May (JGJ) were rather early. 
Red-winaed Blackbird : The observer sympathized with a pied bird 
located in Towle Park, Omaha, on 25 April, suggesting that it should be 
considered variegated so as not to be baked in a pie (NR). (Note to 
observers: it doesn't take much to avoid "Routine reports"). 

Eastern Meadowlark : Although this species is fairly common in the 
Sandhills (where it occupies "valley meadows") as well as in its core 
range in the southeast, it is surprisingly absent from the RWB. Although 
the RWB has wet potholes, water levels are rather variable, and there is 
very little "valley meadow" habitat. The singles seen at Harvard Marsh, 
Clay Co, on 19 May (JGJ) and North Hultine Basin, Clay Co, on 27 Mar 
(JGJ), new records for Clay Co, led the observer to suspect infiltration 
by the species. 

Western Meadowlark : Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird : The one found at the Schramm Park, Sarpy 
Co, feeders on 1 March was typical of early arrivers: single and at a 
feeder (Carl Wolfe, Dariel Fiet, fide RG). Peak migration occurs in 
mid-April; "several thousand" were located in the east RWB on 20 April 
(JGJ). Nesting occurs almost everywhere where conditions are suitable; 
this year up to 3 were located in cattails in Sarpy Co (an ephemeral 
habitat there) between 19 and 26 May (CNK, LR, RH). They were thought 
to be nesting in Lancaster Co also (LRB). 

Rustv Blackbird : At the west edge of the migratory range were the 
2-3 identified near Gibbon between 17 and 21 April (LR, RH; details). 
The only other reports were of 14 spotted at Wehrspann L, Omaha, on 14 
March (CNK); 2-5 located in Dixon Co between 21 and 31 March (JJ); 
and a female spotted in Dixon Co on the very late date on 31 May (no 
details). The latest date for Kansas is on 17 April, for Missouri on 23 
April, and for South Dakota on 16 May. 

Brewer's Blackbird : Rare in the east, up to 6 were spotted in Dakota 
Co on 21 and on 22 April (BFH). All other reports came from the east 
RWB westward. The best count was an excellent 1,000 tallied in the east 
RWB on 14 April; 800 of these were located at a burned field near Krause 
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Basin, Fillmore Co, a favored habitat (JGJ). Within the breeding range, a 
female was seen at a Chadron feeder as late as 20 May (ZU). 

Common Grackle : Rather early were 4 seen near Wakefield on 5 March 
(JJ). An excellent spring count reached 1,100 in Lancaster Co on 25 
March (LE). 

Great-tailed Grackle : About 40 discovered at Cracker Barrel Marsh, 
Lincoln, on 25 March (LE) were the first migrants noted; but 70 were 
seen there on 1 5 April (LE), and nesting appeared to be in progress there 
by 12 May (LRB). Nesting was apparently in progress by 12 May also at 
the Lincoln City Landfill and Arbor L in Lancaster Co (LRB). Reports of 
migrants originated from several locations in east and central Nebraska. 
The best count reached between 300 and 400 in the east RWB, where it 
was widely-distributed and apparently breeding at several of the larger 
marshes by 27 May (JGJ). Reports from the Panhandle have become 
regular in recent years, especially at Kiowa Springs, Scotts Bluff Co, now 
a regular summering location. Up to 5 birds were noted there from 12 
April on (AK, KL, SJD), and a female was spotted at Oliver Res, Kimball 
Co, on 14 April (SJD). 

Brown-headed Cowbird : A single blackbird exhibiting early arrival 
strategy at a feeder was spotted at Elmwood on 11 March (B). Migrants 
were apparent by 25 March (LE). 

Orchard Oriole : The one spotted in southeastern Otoe Co on 11 April 
(LF, CF) was the earliest on record. Most arrive in late April. An 
excellent count was the 40+tallied in Lincoln on 12 May (LRB). 
Baltimore Oriole : The one found at FF on 20 April (B) was rather 
early. A good count reached 30+ in Richardson Co 12 May (WRS). A 
female was spotted nestbuilding in Lincoln on 9 May (JK fide LRB). None 
was reported from the Panhandle. 

Bullock's Oriole: Reports came from the Panhandle. The one identified 
near Mitchell on 2 May (KL) was rather early; and an excellent count 
totaled 18 in the Panhandle on 28 May (KL). 

Grav-crowned Rosv-Finch : After the winter’s rosy-finch 
excitement, the last birds sighted were the 20 seen at the Wind Springs 
Ranch, Sioux Co, feeders on 9 March; at least one ’’Hepburn's" 
Rosy-Finch was noted with them (HKH; see next species). 

Black Rosv-Finch : One was seen with the last small flock of 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches at the Wind Springs Ranch feeders on 9 
March (HKH). 

Purple Finch : Only 4 were reported: 3 located at Spring Creek 
Prairie, Denton, on 1 March (KP) and one spotted south of Gering, where 
it is rare, on 12 March (AK). 

House Finch : Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill : Few were reported. Two were identified at Wildcat Hills 
NC, Scotts Bluff Co, on 16 March (SJD); one was found at Oliver Res, 
Kimball Co, on 17 May (SJD, JF), and at least one was a surprise, 
identified as far east as Cedar Co and as late as 29 May (SV). 
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Common Redpoll : None was reported; departure is usually complete by 
late March. 

Pine Siskin : The only significant numbers reported were 40+ 
discovered at a Chadron feeder on 11 March (ZU) and 40 found at Wildcat 
Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co, on 23 March (AK). Surprising were 2 spotted 
at a feeder on the Johnson-Nemaha Cos line on 28 May; no nesting activity 
was noted (B). Occasionally, stragglers will remain and breed at odd 
locations. The one bird seen feeding another (ages not stated) in Buffalo 
Co on 23 April (LR, RH) may have been indicative of breeding; there is a 
long-established population at University of Nebraska-Kearney. 
American Goldfinch : The one banded in Bellevue was recaptured in 
Kearney Co on 2 May; this recapture marks the 2nd time the bander has 
had this happen (RG), and the incident is indicative of at least some 
regular westward movement in spring along the Platte Valley 
Evening Grosbeak : The only reports were of 4 spotted at Wildcat Hills 
NC, Scotts Bluff Co, on 16 March (SJD) and of one seen at Alliance on 11 
May (LW). 

House Sparrow : Routine reports. 
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Comments on Nebraska’s Falconiform and Strigiform bird 
fauna 

Paul Johnsgard, School of Biol. Sciences, Univ. of Nebraska-Lincoln 


Owing to a lack of long-term survey data, determining whether 
Nebraska’s raptor numbers are stable, increasing, or decreasing is 
difficult. Unlike our relatively well-monitored gamebirds, no regular 
surveys have been performed, and raptors barely register on the state’s 
Breeding Bird Surveys or Christmas Bird Counts, owing to their relative 
rarity. However, a few data-points of interest do exist, which might be 
worth summarizing. 

In one of the first multi-year surveys of Sandhills avifauna, H. 
Elliott McClure (1966) summarized raptor abundance data based on 
three years of study in the Nebraska Sandhills (1941-1944). During 
that period, he typically drove from a ranch near Ord to Valentine 
National Wildlife Refuge each Thursday, returning on Friday or Saturday, 
and driving 350 miles round trip. On these trips he tallied all the larger 
birds seen, including raptors. He summarized these data as birds seen per 
day, but they have here been converted to relative percentage abundance 
of species, to facilitate comparisons (Table 1). 

In 1959 John and Ann Mathisen published a population study of 
diurnal raptors in the Panhandle, based on one year (1957) of roadside 
surveys. They traveled 17,807 miles over a year-long period, making 
surveys on 128 days that included counts made every month, from as few 
as 6 to as many as 15 days per month. Their findings provide an 
invaluable snapshot of the species composition and relative abundance of 
the Panhandle's hawks, falcons, and eagles as they existed in the 1950’s. 
Their data are also summarized in Table 1. A somewhat similar but much 
more limited winter roadside survey was later made by Shupe and Collins 
(1983) in southeastern Nebraska. 

From 1970 to early 1972 Ross Lock and other Game and Parks 
personnel did roadside raptor surveys throughout the state, driving 
67,368 miles in 1970-71, and 55,710 miles in 1971-72. These data 
were presented in Lock’s reports as birds-per-100 or 
birds-per-10,000 miles. Actual numbers seen were not provided for 
both years, although in 1970-71 a total of about 2400 identified hawks, 
falcons, and eagles were seen. Probably similar numbers were seen the 
following year, so that this database might approach 5,000 birds. Counts 
were made in all seasons, and throughout the state, but mostly in 



Vol- 69 No.2 


The Nebraska Bird Review 




southeastern Nebraska and the Panhandle. The combined data are shown in 
Table 1; regional and seasonal analyses were provided in the original 
reports. 

For 25 years Raptor Recovery-Nebraska has been caring for and 
releasing injured and orphaned birds of prey brought to its headquarters 
near Lincoln. Most of these birds have come from eastern Nebraska, 
providing a sample of raptor populations biased toward the eastern part of 
the state, and supplementing the other data (see Table 1, “RR-Neb.”). 
Unlike the previous summaries, owls are included in the database, which 
presently extends from 1976 through 2000. 

Lastly, we have an increasing number of state-wide breeding 
records for raptors, as compiled by Ducey (1988) and Mollhoff (2001), 
and recently summarized by Canterbury and Johnsgard (2000). They 
encompass the period from approximately 1900 to 1988, and are 
collectively shown in summary form in Table 1 (“State Nesting 
Records”), using the collective numbers of breedings reported by 
Canterbury and Johnsgard. 


Discussion 

It is apparent that the raptor compositions in the Panhandle and 
Sandhills are (or at least historically were) quite different from the 
eastern regions and from the state as a whole, with golden eagles, 
ferruginous hawks and rough-legged hawks especially typical of the high 
plains of the Panhandle, and northern harriers and American kestrels 
particularly abundant in the Sandhills. Peregrines were evidently more 
common in the Panhandle during the 1950’s than one would have 
predicted; and perhaps some of the birds identified as peregrines by the 
Mathisens were actually prairie falcons, which curiously did not appear 
on their list. It is interesting that McClure saw no red-tailed hawks in his 
Sandhills surveys; even today red-tails are far rarer than Swainson’s 
hawks in the central Sandhills, where there are too few adequately large 
trees for nesting. Clearly, bald eagles have become more common 
statewide in the past few decades. On the other hand, there are fewer 
recent state records for red-shouldered hawks than one would have 
predicted, but both the red-shouldered and broad-winged hawks have now 
essentially been extirpated from Nebraska. Additionally the data of Lock 
suggest that accipiters are rarer than they actually are, as these birds 
are rarely seen from roadsides. His numbers for red-tailed hawks seem 
unaccountably low. 

Comparing Raptor Recovery records with the Nebraska breeding 
records, it is obvious that several species recorded by Raptor Recovery 
efforts do not appear among the breeding data (e.g., snowy and nothern 
saw-whet owls, rough-legged hawk), as their breeding ranges fall outside 
the state. Bald eagles appear in Raptor Recovery statistics more often than 
the other abundance data would predict, but northern harriers have 
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appeared far less frequently. Additionally, it is interesting that the two 
most abundant hawks (red-tailed and American kestrel) and the 
corresponding two owls (great horned owl and eastern screech-owl) each 
are about equally common; and in both cases the two species comprise 
60-80 percent of the total hawk or owl sample. Furthermore, each of 
these two species pairs represents a large, generalized and powerful 
rodent-eater, and a considerably smaller generalist that consumes a 
mixture of small rodents (mainly in winter) and (in summer) large 
insects. Collectively, these two ecological counterpart birds reduce their 
competition and divide their food base by having different periodicities of 
hunting activities. 
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Table 1 : Species composition of Nebraska’s raptors from five comprehensive surveys, 
1900-2000. Species composition was calculated as a percentage of all reports 
within a survey; the actual number of each species is shown in parentheses. 


Species 

Sandhills* 

Mathisens 

(1941-44) 

Panhandle** 

McClure 

(1957) 

State*** 

Locke 

(1970-72) 

State 

RR-Neb. 

(1976-2000) 

State Nesting 

Records 

(1900-88) 

Hawks 

N=? 

N=546 

N=? 

N=2566 

N=1004 

Osprey 


.18% 

.03% 

.67% (17) 

0 

Mississippi Kite 




.23% (6) 

0 

Northern Harrier 

36.4% 

29% 

27.3% 

2.7% (69) 

9.4% (94) 

Bald Eagle 

.8% 

.18% 

3.0% 

4.1% (105) 

.90% 

Sharp-shinned 


.18% 

.005% 

3.0% (76) 

1.1% (11) 

Cooper’s 



.2% 

1.3% (34) 

2.9% (30) 

Northern Goshawk 



.005% 

.19% (5) 

0 

Red-shouldered 



2.6% 

.04% (1) 

.70% (7) 

Broad Winged 




.66% (17) 

.40% (4) 

Swainson’s 

10.8% 

4.3% 

0.0% 

5.3% (138) 

17.3% (174) 

Red-tailed 


3.5% 

11.5% 

39.1% (1003) 

29.7% (298) 

Ferruginous 

4.9% 

.7% 

0.5% 

1.4% (35) 

2.2% (22) 

Rough-legged 

10.2% 

25% 

8.1% 

3.0% (77) 

0 

Golden Eagle 

2.8% 

11.5% 

1.2% 

3.2% (81) 

4.0% (40) 
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American Kestrel 

32.2% 

20% 

36.1% 

31.2% (800) 

28.0% (282) 

Merlin 


.18% 

.03% 

1.4% (37) 

.60% (6) 

Prairie Falcon 

1.9% 


.6% 

2.0% (52) 

2.6% (26) 

Peregrine Falcon 


4.3% 


47% (12) 

.1%(1) 

Gyrfalcon 




.04% (1) 

0 

Owls 




N=2517 

N=715 

Barn 




5.8% (149) 

11.3% (81) 

Eastern Screech- 




42.2%(1086) 

20.0% (150) 

Great Florned 




42.5%(1092) 

41.1% (294) 

Snowy 




.54% (14) 

0 

Burrowing 




.58% (15) 

14.8% (106) 

Barred 




2.9% (76) 

4.2% (30) 

Long-eared 




2.9% (76) 

3.2% (23) 

Short-eared 




11.9% (50) 

4.3% (31) 

Northern Saw-whet 




.51% (13) 

0 


* Total numbers of birds seen were not indicated; percentages were calculated indirectly. 

** Excludes unidentified raptors and turkey vultures; Krider’s hawk included with Red-tailed hawk. 

*** Total numbers of birds seen were not indicated, and too few owls were seen to include. Excludes 


unidentified raptors and turkey vultures; Krider’s hawk included with Red-tailed hawk. 
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1999 (Eleventh) Report of the NOU Records Committee 
compiled by Joel G. Jorgensen, NOURC Chairperson 
1218 Jackson St., Blair, NE 68008 


The functions and methods of the NOU Records Committee are 
described in its bylaws (NOU Records Committee 1986). The 
committee’s purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual 
bird sightings and to establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska. 
THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEBRASKA was first published in 
1988 (NOU Records Committee 1988) and has been appended nine times 
(Mollhoff 1989, Grenon 1990, Grenon 1991, Gubanyi 1996a, Gubanyi 
1996b, Gubanyi 1996c, Brogie 1997, Brogie 1998, Brogie 1999). An 
update of the OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEBRASKA was first 
published in 1997 (NOU Records Committee 1997). 

Species that have incurred a change in status 

Pacific Loon: Casual to Regular 

Red-necked Grebe: Casual to Regular 

Black Scoter: Casual to Regular 

Common Moorhen: Accidental to Casual 

Snowy Plover: Casual to Regular 

Mountain Plover: Casual to Regular 

Whimbrel: Casual to Regular 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Casual to Regular 

Pileated Woodpecker: Accidental to Casual 

Hammond’s Flycatcher: Accidental to Casual 

Blue-winged Warbler: Casual to Regular 

Prairie Warbler: Accidental to Casual 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow: Casual to Regular 

1999 Additions x q .th e state- li s t 

Glossy Ibis ( Plegadis falcinellus): Accidental, III. 

White Ibis (Eudocimus albus): Accidental, l-P. 

Tufted Duck ( Athya fuligula ): Accidental, l-P. 

Gray Flycatcher ( Empidonax wrightii): Accidental, III. 

Black-throated Gray Warbler ( Dendroica nigrescens ): Accidental, III. 
Hepatic Tanager ( Piranga rubra): Accidental, l-P. 

Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla): Accidental, III. 

With these additions, the state list now includes 441 species. 
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criteria fo r Accepted Records 

For a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor is required 
with no more than one dissenting vote (NOU Records Committee, 1986). 

Records in the following classes listed as accepted: 

l-S—a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists. 

I-P—a diagnostic, labeled photograph or slide exists. 

I— R—a diagnostic, labeled recording exists. 

II— three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of the 
same bird exist. 

III— on or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 
same bird exist. 

Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and the initial of the observer(s). 

12..9-9 Acce pted Recgrd? 

Red-throated Loon (Gavia Stellata) 

1. A molting adult was observed at Lake McConaughy, Keith County, on 16 
May 1999 (Class III; SJD). 

Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) 

1. A bird in first-basic plumage was observed at Lake McConaughy, Keith 
County on 9 January 1999 (Class III; SJD). This sighting represents 
only the second documented mid-winter occurrence for the species in the 
state. 

2. Two written documentations were received of an individual that was 
observed at Lake Ogallala, Keith County between 12 and 19 May 1999 
(Class III; SJD, BP&LP). 

Eared Grebe ( Podiceps nigricollis) 

1. Two birds were observed at Lake Ogallala, Keith County on 2 January 
1999 (Class III: SJD). This sighting denotes the first mid-winter 
report, documented or otherwise, for this species (Sharpe et al. 2001). 
Red-necked Grebe (Podicepsgrisegena) 

1. An individual was observed at Lake McConaughy, Keith County on 1 
January 1999 (Class III; SJD). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) 

1. A juvenile was observed in a ditch north of Keystone Lake, Keith 
County on 2 January 1999 (Class III; SJD). ). This sighting represents 
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the first mid-winter report, documented or otherwise, for this species 
(Sharpe et al. 2001). 

Glossy Ibis ( Plegadis falcinellus) 

1. An adult in alternate-plumage was observed at Wilkins Waterfowl 
Production Area, Fillmore County on 24 April 1999 (Class III; JGJ). 
This is the first accepted Nebraska record for the species. 

White Ibis (Eudocimus albus) 

1. An individual in first-alternate plumage was observed at Kissinger 
Basin Wildlife Management Area, Clay County 5-25 July (Class l-P; 
JGJ, JS)(Class III; BP,LP). This is the first accepted Nebraska record 
for the species. 

Black-bellied Whistlina-duck ( Dendrocygna autumnalis) 

1. A pair of adults was seen at Sandpiper Waterfowl Production Area, 
Clay County on 24 August 1999 (Class III; SJD). 

Brant ( Branta bernicla) 

1. Two written documentations (Class III; SJD, JF) were received of an 
individual of the western race, B.b. nigricans, located at Lake Minatare, 
Scotts Bluff County on 23 November 1999. 

Tundra Swan ( Cygnus columbianus ) 

1. Two birds were observed at a sandpit in western Douglas County on 
5-7 February 1999 (Class lll;NR). NOURC no longer seeks 
documentation for this species. 

Tufted Duck {A thy a fuligula) 

1. A male was observed at Lake Ogallala, Keith County 3 December 
1999-26 February 2000. One photographic record (Class l-P; SJD) 
and several written records (Class III; SJD, WRS, BH, MB) were 
accepted. This is a first state record for the species. 

Common Crane ( Grus grus) 1. An adult was observed southeast of 
Gibbon, Kearney County on 6-9 March 1999 (Class l-P; LB)(Class III; 
RH, SJD). 

Snowv Plover ( Charadrius alexandrinus) 

1. An individual was observed at Wilkins Waterfowl Production Area, 
Fillmore County on 8 May 1999 (Class III; BP, LP). NOURC no longer 
seeks documentation for this species. 

Least Sandpiper ( Calidris minutilla ) 

1. An individual was observed at Lake McConaughy, Keith County on 17 
December 1998 (Class III; SJD). This report is the latest, documented 
or otherwise, on record (Sharpe et al 2001). 

American Woodcock ( Scolopax minor) 

1. An individual was observed at Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge 
on 6 November 1999 (Class III; SJD). This record is the first from the 
Panhandle. 

Pomarine Jaeger ( Stercorarius pomarinus) 

1. A total of 3 juveniles were observed at Lake McConaughy, Keith County 
18-1 9 November and 3 December 1999 (Class III; SJD). 
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mpw Gull ( Larus canus) 

1 An adult was observed at Lake Maloney, Lincoln County on 16 
December 1999 (Class III; SJD). 
i esser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) 

1. An individual identified as being in fourth-basic plumage was observed 
at Lake Ogallala, Keith County on 8 March 1999 (Class III; SJD). 

2. An individual in second-alternate plumage was observed at Lake 
Ogallala, Keith County on 24 August and 26 September 1999 (Class III; 
SJD). 

Black-leaqed Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) 

1. An adult was observed at Harlan County Lake, Harlan County on 17 
December 1999 (Class III; SJD). 

White-winged Dove ( Zenaida asiatica) 

1. An individual was observed at a feeder in Creighton, Knox County on 
23 April 1999 (l-P; MB). 

2. An individual was seen in Lincoln, Lancaster County on 8 October 
1999 (l-P, DK) 

Acadian Flycatcher ( Empidonax virescens) 

1. A singing male was observed at Thomas Ashford Scout Reservation, 
Thurston County (or possibly in Dakota County-observer’s note) on 
13-14 June 1999 (Class III; BFH). 

Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii) 

1. An individual was observed at Scotts Bluff National Monument, Scotts 
Bluff County on 11-12 May (Class III; SJD). 

Gray Flycatcher ( Empidonax wrightii ) 

1. An individual was observed at Oliver State Recreation Area, Kimball 
County on 17 May 1999 (Class III; SJD, BP, LP). This sighting 
represents a first Nebraska record for this species. 

Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptesmontanus) 

1. An individual was observed south of Interstate 80 Exit 1, Kimball 
County on 28 March 1999 (Class III; SJD). 

Sprague’s Pipit (Anthus spragueif) 

1. An individual was observed at Funk Waterfowl Production Area on 5 
September 1999 (Class III; RH). 

Northern Parula (Parula americana) 

1. An immature male was observed at Cedar Point Biological Station, 
Keith County on the very late date of 4 December 1999 (Class III; SJD). 
Blackburnian Warbler (Dendroica fusca) 

1. A very late bird was mist-netted at a 4-H Camp (adjacent to Schram 
State Park), Sarpy County on 26 October 1996 (RK). 

Black-throated Gray Warbler (Dendroica nigrescens) 

1. A male was observed at Oliver State Recreation Area, Kimball County 
on 1 May 1999 (Class III; SJD). This sighting denotes the first Nebraska 
record for the species. 
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Prairie Warbler ( Dendroica discolor ) 

1. A male was observed approximately 2 miles east of the Alda Interstate 
80 interchange, Hall County on 7 May 1999 (Class III; JT). 

Hepatic Tanaaer ( Piranga flava) 

1. A sub-adult male was photographed at Dr. and Mrs. Mlnariks feeder at 
West Point, Cuming County on 6 January 1999 (Class I; BP, LP). This 
identification represents the first Nebraska record for this species. 
Savannah Sparrow ( Passerculus sandwichensis) 

1. An individual was observed south of Lake McConaughy, Keith County 
on 2 January 1999 (Class III; SJD). 

Baird’s Sparrow ( Ammodramus bairdii) 

1. Two or more individuals were observed at Clear Creek Marshes, Keith 
County on 26 September 1999 (Class III; SJD). 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow (Ammodramus nelsoni) 

1. An adult was observed at 2 miles south and .5 miles east of the Wood 
River Interstate 80 interchange, Hall County on 2 October 1999 (Class 
III; RH). 

Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia at rica pitta ) 

1. An additional report was received of an individual spotted at Harlan 
County Reservoir, Harlan County 18 December 1999 (Class III; SJD). A 
previously submitted report was accepted in 1998 (Brogie 1999). 
Smith’s Lonaspur ( Calcarius pictus) 

1. A single adult was identified at Little Salt Fork, Lancaster County on 
12 April 1999 (Class III; JS) 

Brambling (F ring it la montifringilla) 

1. Two reports were received of a female coming to a feeder in 
Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff County 18-19 April 1999 (Class III, PD, SJD). 
This record is the first for Nebraska for this species. 

Lesser Goldfinch (Carduelis psaltria) 

1. A “green-backed” male was observed at Oliver State Recreation Area 
on 24 August 1999 (Class III; SJD) 

1999 Unaccepted Records 

Records in the following classes are considered unaccepted (NOU 
Records Committee 1986)) 

IV- Probably correct, but not beyond a reasonable doubt 

V- a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification 
claimed 

VI- a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee’s failure to 
accept the record. 
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Pre-1999 unaccepted records 
Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) 

1. An apparent immature sterna tern seen at the tailrace and spillway 
below Gavin’s Point Dam, Cedar County on 6 December 1998 (Class IV) 
was identified as this species. Although suggestive, the documentation 
lacked details for approval. 

Indiao Bunting (Passerina cyanea) 

1. An individual identified and photographed as this species was observed 
near Wakefield, Dixon County on 19-30 December 1998 (Class IV). 
While it was agreed that the individual observed was a passerina bunting, 
and indeed very likely an Indigo Bunting, other similar species could not 
be conclusively eliminated from consideration. 

1999 Unaccepted Records 

Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides) 

1. An individual identified as this species was observed at Lake 
McConaughy, Keith County on 26 March 1999 (Class IV). While very 
suggestive, the description lacked sufficient detail to eliminate other 
species from consideration. 

Mountain Chickadee ( Parus gambeli) 

1. An individual identified as this species was observed at Oliver 
Reservoir on 22 August 1999 (Class IV). While very suggestive, the 
description lacked sufficient details for approval. Some members 
believed a hybrid chickadee was not eliminated as a possibility. 
Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) 

1. An individual identified as this species was observed in Otoe County on 
20 February 1999 (Class IV). While suggestive, the documentation 
lacked sufficient details for approval. 
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1999 - 2000 NEBRASKA NESTING REPORT 

Wayne J. Mollhoff, 1817 Boyd St., Ashland, NE 68003 

In the interest of expediency, the nesting reports for the 1999 and 2000 
seasons are combined. In addition to records from those two years, 
several other previously unreported records are also included. Full dates 
are included with each record to minimize confusion. 

Observations by the following individuals (identified in the report by 
their initials) are included in the nesting report: John Brenneman ( J B) . 
John Dinan ( JD) . Dale Dvorak ( DDT Jon Farrar (JJF), Michael 
Forsberg ( MF) . Joe Gabig ( JGT Chris Helzer ( CH) . Jan Johnson (J J). 
Alice Kenitz (AK) . Joanne Luebbert (JJJ, Nick Limon (ML), Leonard 
McDaniel ( LM) . Wayne Mollhoff f WM) . Gregory Pavelka (£P), Jean 
Pearson (J P) . Neal Ratzlaff ( NRT and Bill Whitney ( B W) . 

A total of 221 records were reviewed, representing 79 species. Details 
will be presented only on the more significant records, with other species 
listed at the end of the report. 

Abbreviations used in the text include: NGPC- -Nebraska Game & Parks 
Commission; NWR— National Wildlife Refuge; UNSM— University of 
Nebraska State Museum; WMA— Wildlife Management Area. 

SPECIES REPORTED 

Great Blue Heron : A colony of 25 occupied nests was found in a grove 
of old cotton-woods along the Niobrara River 9 miles southwest of 
Harrison, Sioux Co, on 3 June 2000. Several one-third-grown young 
were noted peering over the sides of the nests (WM). 

Trumpeter Swan : A pair of adults with 2 cygnets was noted on 
Gainsforth Lake, 28 miles north of Hyannis, Cherry Co on 17 June 1999 
(NR). 

Bufflehead : An adult female and 4 downy young approximately 2 weeks 
old were found by a NGPC waterfowl biologist on 24 June 2000, on Hagan 
Lake, Brown Co. (NL fide JD). This report appears to be the first of 
nesting in the state. 

Hooded Merganser : Four unaccompanied day-old young were found on 
5 May 1997, wandering around a residential area of Waterloo, Douglas 
Co, several blocks from a small pond. After observers watched them for 4 
hours without seeing any sign of adults, the young birds were captured 
and turned over to wildlife rehab personnel to prevent accidental death by 
cats or traffic. They raised and later released the birds (JL, JG, JD). 
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Although breeding has been reported in the past, this documentation is the 
first in many years. During the atlas project, adults were reported in 
Arthur, Hayes, and Pierce counties, and are occasionally reported during 
the summer elsewhere. Any such mid-summer sighting should be 
investigated for evidence of breeding. 

Golden Eaale : A cliff nest with 2 young birds was found on Niobrara 
River bluffs southwest of Harrison, Sioux Co, on 3 June 2000 (MF). 
Another was noted in the Wildcat Hills 8 miles southeast of Redington, 
Morrill Co, on 11 June 2000 (WM). 

Red-tailed Hawk : A nest with 2 downy young was noted in the edge of 
the Great Blue Heron colony reported previously, within 100 ft. of an 
occupied heron nest, on 3 June 2000 (WM). 

American Kestrel : Four young fledged on 6 July 1999 from a 

farmstead nest 7 miles northwest of Wakefield, Dixon Co, (JJ). A pair 
found 12 June 1999 were occupying the same nest hole used the previous 
year in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co (JD, WM). 

Northern Bobwhite : A rather late nest with eggs was located on 19 
August 1999, 3 miles east of Brainard, Butler Co. It was still being 
incubated on 24 August but was found abandoned on 2 September (DD). 
Sandhill Crane : Following several years of tantalizing hints of 
breeding activity, breeding was confirmed at 2 separate locations in Clay 
Co by Joel Jorgensen (Silcock & Jorgensen 1999), and by a NGPC 
biologist (Hoffmann 1999). The last previous mention of breeding was in 
1883-84 when Bruner found 3 broods in a single day in Holt Co (Bruner 
1902). 

Snowv Plover : While conducting surveys for Piping Plovers on the 
Missouri River, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers biologists found a pair of 
Snowy Plovers and their nest with 3 eggs on 10 June 1998. It was 
located on a sandbar 1 mile northeast of Santee, Knox Co, on the Nebraska 
side of the river. The sandbar also held 2 Piping Plover nests. The site 
was visited again on 17 June; and although the Snowy Plovers were still 
present, the nest had been destroyed by rising water. Re-nesting was not 
noted (GP). This report is the first of nesting in the state. This nesting 
has been erroneously reported as “...a nest with eggs that was destroyed 
by high water on the Missouri R near Ponca in 1998.” (NBR 68(3): 
112). The following year, in June 1999, a pair of Snowy Plovers was 
seen at a Piping Plover colony at River Mile 838.0, about 10 miles 
upstream from the 1998 nest, but no nest was found. In May 2000, a 
single Snowy Plover was seen on a sandbar below Gavins Point Dam at 
River Mile 756.3 but was not seen again (GP). 

American Avocet : A nest with 4 eggs was discovered beside a small 
pothole 2.5 miles west of Lakeside, Sheridan Co, on 1 July 2000 (WM). 
Black-necked Stilt : An adult was located attending a single small 
young 3 miles west of Lakeside, Sheridan Co, on 24 July 1999 (WM). 
Common Snipe : At least 6 Common Snipe in display flight on 3 June 
2000 were spotted “winnowing” above a wet meadow alongside the 
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Niobrara River 8 miles southwest of Harrison, Sioux Co. Local ranchers 
stated that they are regular summer residents. No further evidence of 
nesting was searched for or noted (BW, WM). 

Wilson's Phalarooe : Two nests, each with 4 eggs, were found on 3 
June 1999 on a wet meadow beside the Niobrara River 8 miles southwest 
of Harrison, Sioux Co (BW). 

Common Niahthawk : A nest with 2 eggs was found in the Sandhills 
near Pelican Lake, Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, on 2 June 1999 (LM, JF). 
A single young bird, 3 weeks old, was found in the Wildcat Hills 9 miles 
southwest of Redington, Morrill Co, on 7 July 2000 (WM). Although 
common breeders in the state, the birds, eggs, and young are so 
cryptically marked that they are rarely discovered while nesting in their 
natural habitat. 

Common Poorwill : A nest with 2 eggs was found in West Ash Canyon, 
Dawes Co, on 13 August 1999 (WM). One of the eggs hatched on the 
following day. The timing, in conjunction with previous reports of late 
May/early June egg dates in the same area the 2 previous years (Mollhoff 

1999) , may indicate that the species is double brooded in Nebraska, as 
reported in other parts of its range (Csada & Brigham 1992). 
White-throated Swift : The nest (in annual use since it was first 
found in 1997) in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, still empty on 21 May 
1999, held 4 eggs on 12 June. When visited on 25 June 1999, it held 3 
eggs and 1 just-hatched young. On 24 July at least 2 fully feathered, but 
apparently unfledged, young appeared to be still confined to the nest 
crevice (WM). On 2 June 2000, the nest held 3 eggs and incubation was 
underway by 4 June. When next visited on 30 June 2000, the nest held 3 
young birds whose head, back and wing feathers were just beginning to 
emerge from the quill sheaths (WM). 

Lewis's Woodpecker : As reported elsewhere, an active nest with 5 
eggs was found on 12 June 1999 in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co (Mollhoff 

2000) . The same nest was the focus of activity again in 2000, when a 
bird was present on 20 May. On 21 May 2000, three birds were 
present, when the pair, after driving off the other bird, engaged in 
courtship activities and copulation. On 2 June the nest held 6 eggs, and on 
30 June begging young were heard in the nest (WM). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker : Excavation of a nest hole by an unseen 
woodpecker was heard on 6 May 2000 near Ashland, Saunders Co. On 13 
May the cavity held 3 eggs, and a female Downy Woodpecker was flushed 
from the nest. On 17 May the nest held only 1 egg, but the only birds 
present were a pair of very agitated Red-bellied Woodpeckers! On 22 
May the nest held 4 eggs; and the only bird present, an agitated male 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, immediately entered the hole as I left. On 9 
June the nest held 4-5 young, and by 12 June their feathers were 
emerging. Red-bellied Woodpeckers were in attendance on both dates. By 
my next visit on 2 July, the young had fledged (WM). So what was going 
on? On my first examination of the hole, on 13 May, the entrance hole 
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diameter was 2 inches, large for a Downy but just the right size for a 
Red-bellied. If it truly was a Red-bellied nest, was the female Downy 
making a surreptitious visit to steal eggs? Or, were they both laying eggs 
in it? The young appeared to be Red-bellied, but I could not be present to 
examine them at a later stage of development to establish certain identity. 
Western Wood-Pewee : On 7 July 2000, three nests were found in 
the Wildcat Hills 9 miles southwest of Redington, Morrill Co. One nest 
held 3 eggs, the second held 3 young, 3-4 days old; and the other held 3 
week-old young. One of the nests was later salvaged for the UNSM 
collections (WM). These reports seem to be the first detailed ones of 
active nests in the state. During the atlas project, territorial birds were 
found in Dundy Co as late as 31 May, but they did not remain to nest. 
Since egg-laying does not appear to begin in mid- to late June, earlier 
activity should be viewed with caution, unless breeding is confirmed by 
finding active nests with eggs or young. 

Cass in’s Kingbird: A nest with 2 eggs was found in the limber pines 
area south of 1-80, Exit 1, Kimball Co, on 10 June 2000 (WM). Two 
more nests, with 5 & 2 eggs, were also found on 10 June 2000 in the 
Wildcat Hills 9 miles southwest of Redington; and a fourth nest with eggs 
was found nearby on 11 June 2000 (WM). On 8 July 2000, a nest with 
at least 2 young was also reported southwest of Redington (AK). While the 
first indication of nesting (nest-building) was reported during the atlas 
project, these sightings appear to be the first detailed reports of active 
nests in the state. After the young fledged, a nest of each of the kingbirds 
(Western, Cassin’s, & Eastern) was salvaged for the UNSM collections. 
The nests were collected within an area of 200 meters to provide a 
comparison of nest construction within the same habitat. Within that 
immediate area, I estimate that Cassin’s comprised 50%, Westerns 35%, 
and Easterns 15% of the kingbird population in 2000 (WM). 

Pinvon Jav: The nest with 3 eggs and 3 young noted on 11 June 1999 in 
East Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co, has been reported elsewhere (Mollhoff 
2000). The nest was later salvaged for the UNSM reference collections. 
A search of the Monroe Canyon flock’s nesting area, as well as the nesting 
territories of flocks in Dawes and Morrill Cos, was made in spring 2000. 
However, given the almost complete failure of the 1999 ponderosa pine 
cone crop, the failure to find evidence of nesting was not surprising. 
Repeated searches for young of the year birds in all 3 flocks in May, 
June, and July failed to turn up any evidence of young birds, even though 
adult birds were found on each visit, leading to the suspicion that breeding 
might not have occurred. Although fall nesting has been reported in 
Arizona and New Mexico, it has been reported only with the maturation of 
an exceptionally large crop of pinyon pine cones in late summer, a 
resource not available here (Ligon 1971). 

American Crow : After the warmest, mildest winter on record, 

followed by an early spring, finding a pair engaged in nest-building in 
Lincoln, Lancaster Co, on 28 Feb. 2000, led to the expectation of 
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unusually early nesting. The clutch of 4 eggs was complete by 3 April, 
with hatching by 16 April. (WM). However, a review of historical 
records in the UNSM collections revealed that this date was merely 
average, with several earlier egg dates recorded in the 1890’s, a decade 
of notoriously severe winters! 

Horned Lark : A nest with 3 eggs was found in a shortgrass prairie area 
7 miles southwest of Harrison, Sioux Co, on 3 June 2000 (WM). 
Although the bird a common breeder, there have been few detailed reports 
of nesting. 

Tree Swallow: Nest boxes were the focus of intense activity at 
Mahoney State Park, Cass Co, on 6 May 2000, with 4 nests under 
construction, and another already holding an egg. By 12 May two clutches 
were complete, while the other 3 nests were still under construction 
(WM). 

Violet-green Swallow : Nest-building was noted in an old Pygmy 
Nuthatch hole in Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co, and in a hole in a cliff in West 
Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, on 11 June 1999. On 25 June the former nest 
held 4 eggs, while the latter held 5 eggs. By 24 July the young in the 
Dawes Co nest were nearly ready to fledge (WM, JD). These reports seem 
to be the first detailed ones of active nests in the state. The remains of the 
cliff nest were later salvaged for the UNSM reference collections. 
Nest-building was nearly complete on 2 June 2000 in the same two holes 
mentioned above. On 30 June the Dawes Co nest held 5-6 young 4-7 days 
old. The Sioux Co nest was not visited again because of the instability of 
the nest snag (WM). 

Black-caoped Chickadee : A nest with 6 half-grown young was found 
on 12 June 1999 in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co (WM). A nest with 6 
day-old young was found in Ashland, Saunders Co, on 6 May 2000. 
Another nest with 5 eggs was found in East Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co, on 
19 May 2000; and a nest with 4-5 half-grown young was located in the 
Wildcat Hills 9 miles southwest of Redington, Morrill Co, on 11 June 
2000. On a visit to the Redington nest on 7 July, the chickadees were 
gone as expected, but the cavity now held the 4 eggs of a pair of Eastern 
Bluebirds (WM). 

White-breasted Nuthatch : A nest with 5 eggs was found on 20 May 
2000 in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, in the same natural cavity used by a 
pair in 1997. The cavity had not been occupied during the intervening 
years (WM). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch : A nest with 5 eggs was found in West Ash 
Canyon, Dawes Co, on 23 May 1999 (WM). Another nest in the same area 
held 4-5 half-grown young on 21 May 2000 (WM). 

Pvgmv Nuthatch : Adults were still adding bits of nest material to a 
nest that already held 9 eggs in East Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co. on 22 May 
1999. A nearby nest held 8 eggs on the same day and was attended by a 
“pair” of 4 birds. On 11 June the latter nest held at least 6 fully 
feathered young (WM). A flurry of nest excavation was noted from 25 to 
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27 March 2000 in Dawes and Sioux Cos, with 5 nest holes in initial 
stages of excavation. However, later visits revealed that none of the 5 
holes was completed or used this year. On 19 May 2000, two nests were 
found in Monroe and East Monroe Canyons, Sioux Co, with 6 and 7 eggs 
respectively (WM). Hole excavation was also noted on 22 April 2000, 7 
miles south of Gering, Scotts Bluff Co. (AK). 

Blue-grav Gnatcatcher: Although initially reported via the internet 
as a bird on a nest at the unusually early date of 4 May 2000, further 
inquiry revealed that it was simply sitting in the incomplete cup while it 
continued nest construction at Neale Woods Nature Center, Douglas Co. By 
18 May it had abandoned the site and was salvaging the material to 
reconstruct the nest at another, undiscovered location (JB). A report of 
an adult feeding begging young on 22 August 1999 in the limber pines 
area south of Exit 1, 1-80, Kimball Co, (Silcock 1999) prompted a 
search of the area the following spring for further evidence of breeding. 
On 10 June 2000, several pairs were located, and a nest with 4 eggs was 
found (WM). On 11 June 2000, 3 more nests were located in the Wildcat 
Hills 9 miles southwest of Redington, Morrill Co. One was complete but 
still empty; one held a clutch of 4 eggs; and the third held 2 eggs and a 
single just-hatched young bird. One of the nests was later salvaged for 
the UNSM reference collections (WM). 

Eastern Bluebird : A nest with 4 half-grown young was found in West 
Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, on 2 June 2000. On 6 May 2000, a nest box in 
Mahoney State Park, Cass Co, held 2 bluebird eggs plus a House Sparrow 
egg, the latter probably an accidental deposit from a pair of sparrows 
occupying a box just a few feet away (WM). (See also one reported in 
the previous chickadee report.) 

Townsend's Solitaire : Discovery of a suspicious-acting adult 
prompted an unsuccessful search for evidence of breeding in East Monroe 
Canyon, Sioux Co, on 11 June 1999 (JD, WM). A few birds seem to be 
regular summer residents of the Pine Ridge in at least Dawes and Sioux 
counties; but since there are only a few reports of breeding, a search for 
evidence of breeding should be made whenever they are found. 
Swainson’s Thrush : Several territorial singing males were present 
around the picnic ground in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, in May, June, 
and July 1999, but no evidence of nesting was found (JD, WM). The only 
nest reported in the state was found in that area (Rosche 1974). 
Whenever the birds are found, a search for evidence of nesting should be 
made. The birds were not present in that area during the same time frame 
in 2000 (WM). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler : A nest with 4 half-grown young was found 
48 ft. up a 54 ft.-tall ponderosa pine in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, on 
12 June 1999 (JD, WM). The nest was later salvaged for the UNSM 
reference collections. This is apparently only the second detailed nest 
report for the state. 
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Yellow Warbler : An exceptionally high nest was found 40 ft. up on a 
low cottonwood branch in the Gilbert-Baker State WMA campground in 
Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co, on 11 June 1999 (JD). Nests are typically 
placed 4-8 ft above ground. 

Kentucky Warbler : A ground nest with 4 eggs was found on 15 June 
2000 at Neale Woods Nature Center, Washington Co (JB). 

American Redstart : Nest-building by a female was noted in West Ash 
Canyon, Dawes Co, on 12 June 1999. On 25 June it held a single egg but 
the nest subsequently disappeared (JD, WM). 

Western Tanaaer: After a long, patient search, a nest with 3 eggs (and 
4 Brown-headed Cowbird eggs) was located in a small pine in West Ash 
Canyon, Dawes Co, on 12 June 1999 (JD). This nest is apparently only 
the second one reported with details. The nest was later salvaged for the 
UNSM reference collections. 

Chipping Sparrow : A nest with 3 eggs was found on 11 June 1999 in 
Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co (WM, JD). The nest was later salvaged for the 
UNSM reference collections. Another nest with 3 eggs was found in West 
Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, on 2 June 2000 (WM). Although they are one of 
the common breeders in the Pine Ridge, few details of nesting in the wild 
have been reported. 

Lark Sparrow: A ground nest with 2 eggs (plus a Brown-headed 
Cowbird egg) was found beneath a clump of yucca and bunchgrass on 10 
June 2000 in the limber pines area south of Exit 1, 1-80, Kimball Co 
(WM). 

McCown's Lonqspur : A nest with 3 eggs was found on 3 June 2000, 7 
miles southwest of Harrison, Sioux Co. It was located in a busy “colony” 
of a dozen or so displaying birds (WM). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak : Nest-building was noted 14 May 2000 
near Ashland, Saunders Co. The nest held 4 eggs on 22 May. The nest was 
later salvaged for the UNSM reference collections (WM). 

Black-headed Grosbeak : A nest with 4 young, 3-5 days old, was 
found on a horizontal box elder branch in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, on 
12 June 1999 (JD). This report seems to be the first detailed one of an 
active nest. The nest was later salvaged for the UNSM reference 
collections. On 4 June 2000, a pair was putting the finishing touches on 
an inaccessible nest in West Ash Canyon. On 30 June 2000, another nest 
with 4 half-grown young was found nearby (WM). Both nests were in the 
area of the 1999 nest reported above. 

Bobolink: Data was made available from a study of nest placement and 
parasitism in native grass wet meadows along the Platte River in Hall Co 
in 1997. Eight nests with eggs were found, with egg dates of 6-30 June 
and 2-18 July. All nests were parasitized by Brown-headed Cowbirds, 
apparently causing frequent abandonment by the Bobolinks. Young 
Bobolinks were successfully fledged from only 2 or 3 of the nests(CH). 
Brewer's Blackbird : Two nests with 4 and 5 half-grown young, and 
another with 1 egg plus 4, 2-3 day-old young, were found in the 
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grasslands 9 miles east of Harrison, Sioux Co, on 11 June 1999 (JD, 
WM). A nest was later salvaged for the UNSM reference collections. A 
nest with 5 eggs (in the same area mentioned above) was abandoned after 
a heavy rainstorm on 19 May 2000. The eggs were later salvaged for the 
UNSM collections. Another nearby nest held 4 eggs on 2 June 2000. A 
nest in the Wildcat Hills 9 miles southwest of Redington, Morrill Co, held 
3 eggs on 11 June 2000. Nests were found on the ground in a buckbrush 
(Symphoricarpos sp.) patch, 2 ft. up in skunkbush sumac (Rhus 
aromatica trilobata), 2 ft. up a juniper sapling, and 2-10 ft. up in 
ponderosa pine (WM). Adults were also noted feeding begging young 9 
miles southwest of Redington, Morrill Co, on 8 July 2000 (AK). 
Bullocks Oriole : On 10 June 2000, a nest with 3 eggs was found in 
the Wildcat Hills 9 miles southwest of Redington, Morrill Co. Another 
nest, found in the same area on 11 June, was complete but still empty. 
All 3 nests found in the area were placed in the top branches of ponderosa 
pines. One was later salvaged for the UNSM collections (WM). 

House Finch : A nest with 5 eggs (plus a Brown-headed Cowbird egg 
AND an adult female cowbird!) was found on 6 May 2000 at Mahoney State 
Park, Cass Co (WM). A nest with 3 eggs (plus 2 cowbird eggs) was found 
in southwestern Lincoln, Lancaster Co, on 25 May 2000 (JP). A nest 
with young in the process of fledging was found 27 May 2000 in North 
Loup, Valley Co. (WM). 

Red Crossbill : Following a bumper ponderosa pine cone crop in 1998, 
adults and young were abundant in the Pine Ridge in May 1999. An adult 
male was noted feeding a pair of begging fledged young in West Ash Canyon, 
Dawes Co, on 21 May 1999. Total numbers running into the hundreds 
were noted in a morning’s work in East Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co (WM). 
Following the bumper crop of 1998, a near-total failure of the cone crop 
in summer 1999 led to lowered expectation of nesting in spring 2000. 
Despite extensive searching in the Pine Ridge and the Wildcat Hills, only a 
single family-sized group of birds, feeding a single begging young, was 
located 10 miles southwest of Ft. Robinson, Sioux Co, on 3 June 2000 
(WM). 

Pine Siskin : A number of birds lingered into the breeding season in 
Lincoln, Lancaster Co, but only a single nest was located. It was built in 
Woods Park between 19 and 24 April 2000; but being of typically flimsy 
construction, the nest was blown from its branch in a Douglas fir during a 
moderate wind on 28 April. Other nest-building was noted in the area, 
but no other nests were located (WM). 

House Sparrow : Forgoing more typical protected sites in nest boxes 
and inside buildings, a pair was found building its domed nest in a 
mulberry tree beside a barracks at Camp Ashland, Saunders Co, on 15 
April 2000. On 23 April the nest held 2 eggs, and considering the 
extremely dry spring, was very likely successful (WM). 
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ADDITIONAL SPECIES 

Species reported which were not detailed in the account above include: 
Western Grebe, Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Mallard, Redhead, Wild 
Turkey, Killdeer, Mourning Dove, Great Horned Owl, Downy Woodpecker, 
Eastern Phoebe, Western Kingbird, Eastern Kingbird, Loggerhead Shrike, 
Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Cliff 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Rock Wren, House Wren, American Robin, 
European Starling, Northern Cardinal, Red-winged Blackbird, Common 
Grackle, and Western Meadowlark. 

REQUEST FOR REPORTS 

Anyone finding evidence of breeding by wild birds (nest building, active 
nests with eggs or young, adults feeding or tending young) is encouraged to 
submit the information for inclusion in the nesting report. Interested 
observers who anticipate finding nests are encouraged to familiarize 
themselves with the type of information needed. Reports of breeding and 
requests for breeding data cards should be directed to the author. All 
observers who contribute data will be credited in the nest report. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

In addition to the contributing observers, appreciation is extended to the 
following individuals: Thomas Labedz for making available records from 
the UNSM egg collection, and to John Dinan for reviewing a draft of the 
report. 

LITERATURE CITED 

Bruner, L. 1902. A comparison of the bird-life found in the sandhill 
region of Holt County in 1883-84 and in 1901. Proceedings of the 
Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union 3:58-63 

Csada, R.D. & R.M. Brigham. 1992. Common Poorwill. In The Birds of 
North America, No. 32 (A. Poole, P. Stettenheim, & F. Gill, Eds.). 
Philadelphia: The Academy of Natural Sciences; Washington, D.C.: The 
American Ornithologists’ Union. 

Hoffmann, R. 1999. Sandhill Cranes Nest in Nebraska. NEBRASKAIand 
77(8):9. 

Ligon, J.D. 1971. Late summer-autumnal breeding of the Pinyon Jay in 
New Mexico. Condor 73:147-153. 

Mollhoff, W.J. 1999. 1998 Nebraska nesting report. Nebraska Bird 
Review 67(3):108-1 1 4. 



Vol. 69 No.2 


The Nebraska Bird Review. 


im 

Mollhoff, W.J. 2000. Review of the breeding status of Lewis’s 
Woodpecker in Nebraska. Nebraska Bird Review 68(2):50-55. 

Mollhoff, W.J. 2000. Review of the breeding status of Pinyon Jay in 
Nebraska. Nebraska Bird Review 68(3): 1 26-131. 

Rosche, R.C. 1974. A Nebraska Swainson’s Thrush nest. Nebraska Bird 
Review 42(1 ):1 7. 

Silcock, W.R. 1999. Fall field report, August to November, 1999. 
Nebraska Bird Review 67(4):118-139. 

Silcock, W.R. & J.G. Jorgensen. 1999. Spring field report, March to May 
1999. Nebraska Bird Review 67(2):42-71. 



Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union, Inc. 
Treasurer’s Ripor 
Calendar Year 2000 



General 

Funds 

Breeding 

Bird Atlas 

Scholarship 

Fund 

Birds of, 
Nebraska 

Endowment 

Fund 

Total 

Grand Total 

Jan. 1,2000 Balance-Checking 

3,815.55 


1,321.55 



5,137.30 

5,137.30 

Jan. 1,2000 Balance-CDs 

14,000 

4,356.49 




18,356.49 

23,493.79 









RECEIPTS 








Donations 




2,150.00 

3,000.00 

5,125.00 


Interest on CDs-CFNB 

1,467.43 

278.39 




1,745.82 


Memberships 

1,450.00 





1,450.00 


Subscriptions 

287.00 





287.00 


Gifts 

190.00 





190.00 


Spring Meeting-Chadron 2000 

3,128.00 





3,128.00 


Fall Meeting-Cedar Point 2000 

2,734.00 





2,734.00 


Sub-total Receipts 







14,659.82 


in? _ The Nebraska Bird Revie w Vol. 69 No.2 


































uni fig No.2 _ The Nebraska Bird Review -LQ3 



General 

Funds 

Breeding 

Bird Atlas 

Scholarship 

Fund 

Birds of 
Nebraska 

Endowment 

Fund 

Total 

Grand Total 

disbursements 








Spring Meeting-Chadron 2000 

(2,838.70) 





(2,838.70) 


Fall Meeting-Cedar Point 2000 

(2,837.30) 





(2,837.30) 


Fall Meeting Halsey 2001 

(20.00) 





(20.00) 


Birds of Nebraska 




(2,000.00) 


(2,000.00( 


NBR Pringing-V67#3-4, V68#1 

(2,639.07) 





(2,639.07) 


Newsletter Printing 

(185.69) 





(185.69) 


Postage 

(597.53) 





(597.53) 


Atlas Review 


(250.00) 




(250.00) 


Sales Tax 

(77.91) 





(77.91) 


Bank Charges 

(57.80) 





(57.80) 









(11,504.00) 

December 31, 2000 Balance 

17,818.18 

4,384.88 

1,321.55 

125.00 

3,000.00 


26,649,61 

Checking Account 







9,182.18 

CDs 

15,467.43 




2,000.00 


17,467.43 


































Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union, Inc. 

3745 Garfield 

Lincoln, NE 68506-1028 


NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Lincoln, NE 
Permit No. 756 


Address Service Requested 


Table of Contents 

Spring Field Report, compiled by W. Ross Silcock 46 

Species Accounts 48 

Comments on Nebraska’s Falconiform and Strigiform 

bird fauna by Paul Johnsgard 80 

1999 (Eleventh) Report of the NOU Records Committee 

compiled by Joel G. Jorgensen, 85 

1999 - 2000 Nebraska Nesting Report 

by Wayne J. Mollhoff 92 

NOU Treasurer’s Report, Calendar Year 2000 102 


The Nebraska Bird Review (http://rip.physics.unk.edu/NOU/) 
is published quarterly by the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union, Inc., as 
its official journal, and is sent to members not in arrears of dues. 
Annual subscription rates (on a calendar-year basis only): $14.00 in 
the United States; $18.00 for all foreign countries, payable in 
advance. Single copies are $4.00 each, postpaid, in the United States, 
and $5.00 elsewhere. Send orders for back issues to Mary Prichard, 
NOU Librarian, University of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, NE 
68588-0514. 

Memberships in NOU (on a calendar year basis only): Active, 
$15.00; Sustaining, $25.00; Student, $10.00; Family Active, 
$20.00; Family Sustaining, $30.00; Life, $250.00. Send dues and 
subscriptions to Betty Grenon, Treasurer. 1409 Childs Road East, 
Bellevue NE 68005. Contributions to the N.O.U. Are tax deductible. 

Send manuscripts and notes on bird sightings to Bill Clemente 
(bclemente@oakmail.peru.edu), Department of English, Peru State 
College, Peru, NE 68421. Send quarterly bird reports to Ross Silcock, 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 (silcock@sidney.heartland.net). 

Officers: President and Newsletter Editor. Janis Paseka, 1 585 
County Road 14 Blvd, Ames, NE 6862. Vice-President. Alice Kenitz, 
190648 Co. Rd. 22, Gering NE 69341. Secretary. Mitzi Fox. Rt. 2, 
Box 36, Albion NE 68220. Directors. Mark Brogie, Box 316, 
Creighton, NE 68729; Steve Lamphere, 3101 Washington Street, Apt. 
#98, Bellevue, NE 68005; Jan Uttech, Box 823, Stanton NE 68779. 
Records Committee Chair, Joel Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson Street, 
Blair, NE 68008. The Nebraska Bird Review is edited by Bill Clemente. 

















University of Nebraska - Lincoln 

Digital Commons^ University of Nebraska - Lincoln 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 


9-2001 


Nebraska Bird Review Whole Issue September 2001 
Volume 69 Number 3 


Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev 


O 


Part of the Poultry or Avian Science Commons, and the Zoology Commons 


"Nebraska Bird Review Whole Issue September 2001 Volume 69 Number 3" (2001). Nebraska Bird Review. 317. 
http: / / digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev/317 


This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union at DigitalCommons(o)University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Nebraska Bird Review by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons(a)University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 







Nebraska Bird Review (September 2001) 69(3), WHOLE ISSUE (portion redacted). 
Copyright 2001, Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Used by permission. 


The Nebraska Bird 
Review 

A Magazine of Ornithology of the Nebraska 
Region 

Volume 69 September 2001 Number 3 



Published by the 

Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union, Inc. 

Founded 1899 
SSSN 0028-1816 

Bill Clemente, Editor 
Stephen J. Dinsmore, Co-Editor 


Tlie.Mebraska.Bird Re v i e w 


^fil-69 Ncg 


1M 


SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June and July 2001 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

Although we sometimes think of the summer season (June-July in these 
reports) as the time of breeding activity, it is in reality a hodgepodge of 
avian activity. As observers spend more time in the field in late June and 
July, they find some fascinating things going on. Interpreting what is 
happening is dependent on figuring out ages and genders of individual 
birds; this analysis allows us to hazard a guess as to what these birds are 
doing and from where or to where they are going. Most (all?) species 
which breed in Nebraska start breeding prior to June, and some are on 
their way south before the end of July. Local breeders form the first 
flocks seen, often in mid- and late June. Summer also sees wandering 
birds of several types: ducks undergoing molt migration, young birds 
dispersing randomly after fledging, adults doing the same after their 
breeding attempts fail, and genuine migrants, both northbound in June 
and southbound in June and July. And, there is indeed breeding activity 
taking place! I encourage observers to report ages and genders of birds 
wherever possible. 

Several observers are including in their reports dates of breeding 
activity, such as nests with eggs or young, or adults carrying nest 
material or food. There are surprisingly few data on timing of breeding of 
most Nebraska birds, thus this information is useful and much 
appreciated. In this context, we wait with anticipation the impending 
publication of the Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas! 

This season has many items of interest and significance. Among them are 
Glossy Ibis in the Rainwater Basin; nesting attempt by White-faced Ibis 
in the Rainwater Basin; the effects of dry summer weather on the attempt 
and on those of other wetland species; large numbers of summering 
Redheads (ducks that is); breeding activity of ducks in the eastern 
Rainwater Basin; Steve Dinsmore's dogged and ultimately successful quest 
to locate summering Black Rails, probable breeding again by Sandhill 
Cranes in the east Rainwater Basin possibly affected by low water levels; 
successful nesting season by Piping Plovers at L McConaughy; a nesting of 
Mountain Plover in Kimball Co; Nebraska's first documented fall White- 
rumped Sandpiper; Red Phalarope in the Rainwater Basin; adult Pomarine 
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Jaeger at L McConaughy; the continuing advance of the Eurasian Collared- 
Dove; possible breeding or hybridization with Eurasian Collared-Dove of 
White-winged Dove at Kearney; a resurgence of Black-billed Cuckoos; 
breeding of Long-eared Owl in Knox Co; hummingbirds (including 
Calliope) in the Panhandle; and interesting information on the Red 
Crossbills on the Pine Ridge. 

I want to reiterate how much I appreciate the efforts of observers in 
sending in their sightings. Although it takes considerable time to compile 
and write up the material, both on your part and mine, it is extremely 
interesting, and a task I enjoy. Any suggestions about content, style, etc, 
are welcome, as, of course, are any corrections. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; CCM: 
Clear Creek Marshes, Keith and Garden Cos; Cem: Cemetery; CLNWR: 
Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge; CPBS: Cedar Point Biological 
Station, Keith Co; EL; Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co; HCR: Harlan Co Reservoir, 
Harlan Co; ICSP: Indian Cave State Park, Nemaha and Richardson Cos; 
LM: Lake McConaughy, Keith Co; UQ. Lake Ogallala, Keith Co; m.ob.: 
many observers; MRET : Missouri River Ecology Trail, Neale Woods, 
Washington Co; N£: Nature Center; NM: National Monument: Res: 
Reservoir; RWB : Rainwater Basin, mainly Phelps, Clay, Fillmore, York, 
Hamilton Cos; Sewage Lagoon; ££.: State Park. 


GAZETTEER 

Calamus Res : Loup and Garfield Cos; Kiowa Springs : Scotts Bluff Co; 

Kissinger Basin : Clay Co, M fln r O fl. Canyon: Sioux Co; P,liv,fi.L-BA..§,: 

Kimball Co; Ponca SP : Dixon Co; Rowe Sanc t u a r y: Buffalo Co; 
Sinninger Basin : York Co; SQ.W.b.eIlY.JIa,ny..01i: Sioux Co; Wildcat 
Hills: Scotts Bluff and Banner Cos; Wind Springs Ranch : southern 
Sioux Co. 


OBSERVERS CITED 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering; &: Nebraska Birdline; BFM: Bill F. Huser, 
South Sioux City; BJP: Babs Padelford, Bellevue; CEJ: Clyde E. Johnson, 
Omaha; ££: Carol Falk, Nebraska City; CNK : Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; 
DP: Dean Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; £)£.: Don Paseka, Ames; EJL: Elliott 
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Bedows, Bellevue; fij± Glen Hoge, Alma; GW: Gertrude Wood, Elmwood; 
HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell; !£; John Brenneman, Omaha; JGJ: 
Joel G. Jorgensen, Blair; JJL: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; JLJP.: Jan Paseka, 
Ames; JKLL Kathy Larson, Mitchell; K£: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; UB; 
Laurel Badura, Kearney; JJL: Larry Ehnemann, Lincoln; LE: Laurence 
Falk, Nebraska City; LP; Loren Padelford, Bellevue; LR: Lanny Randolph, 
Gibbon; MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton; MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln; £|Q.: 
Phyllis Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; ELS; Phil Swanson, Omaha; EX: Paul 
Tebbel, Kearney; RJH: Robin Harding, Gibbon; RW: Rick Wright, 
Princeton, NJ; SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Fort Collins, CO; SY: Steve Van 
Sickle, Yankton; TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln; XH: Thomas Hoffman, 
Omaha; Ii: Todd Jensen, Rapid City, SD: WH: Wanda Hoge, Alma; WM: 
Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland; WRS : W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA. 


ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTORS 

Linda R. Brown, Lincoln; John Dinan, Lincoln; Carlos Grandes, Geneva; 
Jim Meyer, Omaha; Mark Orsag, Crete; Neva Pruess, Lincoln; Rick 
Schmid, Omaha; Leona Weed, Alliance. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Pacific Loon : A first-alternate bird was spotted at LO between 3 and 23 
June (SJD, TJ, BP, LP), now an "expected" summer occurrence in 
western Nebraska (SJD). This sighting represents the 7th summer 
record, all from western Nebraska, since 1979. 

Common Loon : The usual scattering of summering birds was noted in 
western Nebraska, including an alternate adult seen at LO on 9 July 
(SJD) and 2-3 molting adults found at L Alice, Scotts Bluff Co, between 
29 June and 22 July (SJD), apparent failed breeders. Single birds were 
located at LO on 1 June (MUs) and on 29 June (SJD), and another was 
discovered at Enders Res, Chase Co, on 10 June (MB). 

Pied-billed Grebe : This year was the "best breeding year ever" in the 
east RWB (JGJ). The bird spotted at Alma East SF on 15 June (GH, WH) 
was unexpected, but 27 were found at a known breeding locality, FL, on 
29 July (LR, RH). This species may breed anywhere if conditions allow. 
Eared Grebe : 1-2 were noted through the period at LO (SJD), but no 
breeding activity was mentioned; breeding has not been reported away 
from the Sandhills since 1915. Intriguing, however, were the 6 found in 
the east RWB as late as 16 June (JGJ). 

Western Grebe : The low point at LM was 51 birds counted on 3 June 
(SJD), probably indicative of size of the breeding population there. 
Assuming equal numbers of adults and immatures, there could be 10-15 
breeding pairs present. Numbers had risen to 1,544 by 28 July (SJD); 
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LM hosts tens of thousand of grebes at the peak of fall migration. A good 
count was 437 tallied at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, on 21 July (SJD). 
Clark's Grebe : This species is becoming rather numerous, either 
because reporters take time to look for them, or because they are 
increasing in numbers, probably both. No breeding was noted, but birds 
were present throughout the period at LM and LO, where as many as 36 
were counted on 29 June, 17 of these at LO (SJD). This total denotes the 
highest single-day count to date for this species. Some 16 additional 
birds were found at other Panhandle and Sandhills sites (m.ob.), as well 
as at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, where 6 apparent migrants or failed 
breeders were found on 21 July (SJD). 

American White Pelican : Numbers of summering birds noted at LM 
decreased from 1,429 on 3 June to a low of 310 on 9 July and rose to 
1,018 by 28 July (SJD). The low count of 310 is a record high mid¬ 
summer count. Easterly, midsummer reports included 14 spotted at 
Sinninger Basin between 24 June and 1 July (JGJ); 40 seen flying over 
North Bend, Dodge Co, on 27 June (DP, JP); 10 found at Niobrara Marsh, 
Knox Co, on 28 June (MB); and 2 located at BOL on 23 June (LE). 
Double-crested Cormorant : Adults on nests were reported at CLNWR, 
with 9 reported on 3 June (SJD); and at the west end of HCR, a healthy 
73 were tallied on 10 June (GH, WH). At CLNWR goose platforms are 
used by the cormorants (KL). Casual in midsummer in the south and east, 
20 were found at BOL on 23 June, declining to 5 on 8 July (LE). 
American Bittern : As many as 3 were noted at Harvard Marsh from 15 
June to 20 July (JGJ, WRS, SJD); and singles were noted elsewhere in 
the east RWB between 24 June and 28 July (JGJ). Although not 
documented since at least 1960, nesting probably occurs on occasion in 
the east RWB. One bird was spotted at FL on 20 July (SJD). Migrants 
appear after mid-August. 

Least Bittern : The only reports were of one seen at Cracker Barrel 
Marsh, Lincoln, between 2 and 23 June (B, LE) and another heard at L 
Yankton, Cedar Co, on 29 June (SV). Reports are few in recent years as 
far north as Cedar Co. 

G r eat Blu e He , ran - Routine reports. 

Great Egret : Numbers are lowest in mid-June, although 4 were spotted 
at Kissinger Basin on 15 June (JGJ), and 5 were identified at HCR the 
same day (WRS). Visitors and migrants congregate at favored sites 
beginning in mid-July, and numbers peak in July-August; the best count 
reached 51 at HCR on 26 July (GH, WH). Unexpected for the date and as 
far west was one located at LM on 17 June (SJD). 

Snowv Egret: Only 14 were found, with 12 of them located at HCR on 30 
July (GH, WH). The others were singles noted at Kiowa Springs on 29 
June (SJD) and in the east RWB on 15 July (JGJ). 

Little Blue Heron: Apparently only two were found: an adult spotted at 
Kissinger Basin between 15 and 28 July (JGJ, SJD) and a "calico" bird 
discovered near Ashland for 2 weeks up until 31 July (WM). 
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Cattle Egret : More than usual were noted in June, the usual low point 
for numbers, including as many as 47 found at Kissinger Basin on 15 
June (WRS) and 38 located in scattered flocks in the east RWB on 24 
June (JGJ). The best counts totaled 230 at Alma on 14 July (GH, WH) 
and 135 in the east RWB on 15 July (JGJ). At the Alma roost, numbers 
increased steadily from 6 on 10 June to the peak of 230 (GH, WH); this 
observation suggests that the RWB birds may have been early migrants, 
possibly from a failed colony. None was found west of FL. 

Green Heron: Surprisingly far west was the one discovered east of 
McGrew, Scotts Bluff Co, on 15 June (AK); there are no breeding records 
this far west. Others were found west to HCR on 19 June and 8 July (GH, 
WH) and in Buffalo Co on 23 June and 21 July (LR, RH), both regular 
locations. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron : Nest building was observed at 
Kissinger Basin on 24 June, but the attempt was later abandoned (JGJ). 
Other large concentrations at likely breeding locations included 59 tallied 
at FL on 20 July (SJD), a little early for fall migration, and 22 of all 
ages except juveniles located at Harvard Marsh on 15 July (WRS). 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron : A "fresh juvenile" was identified at 
Harvard Marsh on 1 July (JGJ), a date early enough to be suggestive of 
fledging nearby. Post-breeding wanderers appeared in good numbers in 
the RWB area, beginning with 3 juveniles seen at FL and another juvenile 
spotted at Harvard Marsh on 20 July (SJD); 2 birds were located in the 
east RWB on 28 July (JGJ). Singles were found at Kenesaw Basin, Adams 
Co, on 21 July (LR, RH) and at FL on 29 July, the latter a juvenile (LR, 
RH). 

Glossy Ibis : A major influx of White-faced Ibis in the east RWB (see 
that species in the following report) brought with it as many as 3 adult 
Glossy Ibises; 2-3 were reported at Harvard Marsh on 14 July (JGJ; 
details), only the 2nd state record, and 1-2 were seen there through 20 
July (WRS, SJD; details). 

White-faced Ibis : This summer was amazing for this species, with 
about 130 reported, and, most amazingly, a nesting attempt by a group of 
about 75 found at Kissinger Basin (JGJ). Jorgensen risked "death by 
snapping turtle" to confirm the presence of 25 nests at Kissinger Basin 
on 24 June, after seeing 12-16 birds "acting suspiciously" there on 16 
June. The day before, a group of birds had also been "acting suspiciously" 
there, with birds hovering and dropping slowly down onto the other birds, 
as though to copulate; but any consummation was just out of view of the 
observer (WRS). Unfortunately, although 34+ nesting birds were "doing 
fine" between 1 and 7 July (JGJ), the nesting attempt was abandoned by 
14 July, presumably due to rapidly dropping water levels (JGJ). The 
birds apparently moved to Harvard Marsh, where as many as 78 were 
present from 15 to 20 July (WRS, JGJ, SJD). Peak count in the east 
RWB reached 98 on 15 July (JGJ). Nesting may also have occurred in an 
area of long grass north of CLNWR, where birds were seen carrying food 
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on 24 June (CNK). Good numbers were noted at various locations in 
southern Sheridan Co between 9 June and 11 July (AK, WM, RW), with 
best count hitting 16 near Lakeside on 29 June (WM). The 5 that 
appeared at FL on 29 July (LR, RH, listed as "dark ibises") were fall 
migrants. 

Turkey Vulture : The only non-routine report was of one observed 
circling above jetskiers at Calamus Res on 9 June, "anticipating that one 
of them would kill himself at any moment" (LR, RH). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: The usual stragglers summered in the 
east RWB; up to 3 were noted between 2 June and 20 July (JGJ, SJD). 
Snow Goose : As many as 90 were still in the east RWB on 2 June (JGJ), 
but the best count subsequently was 8, tallied on 24 June (JGJ). 
Stragglers are expected through the summer in the RWB but not at either 
LM/LO, where 4 were still present on 3 June--and where 1-2 remained 
throughout the period (SJD)-or in Lincoln Co, where 4 were seen on 7 
June (MB). 

Ross's Goose : Late spring stragglers were the 2 spotted in the east RWB 
on 2 June, one of which remained until 15 June(JGJ). There are no July 
records for this species. 

Canada Goose : Small migratory forms of Canada Geese are not expected 
in summer; however, 2 were found in the east RWB from 27 May to 2 
June (JGJ). And the single reported at LM on 28 July (SJD) may have 
been a very early fall migrant, the first July record of a small form. 
Surprisingly, few large Canada Geese, presumably nesting forms, occur 
in the RWB; the best count reached 21 there on 1 July (JGJ). 

Trumpeter Swan : The usual scattered birds were noted in the western 
Sandhills: a pair with 3+ young were seen east of Hyannis, Grant Co, on 
17 June (SJD), and 2-3 adults were spotted at CLNWR between 16 and 
23 June (SJD, TJ). 

Wood Duck : Females with small downies were noted from 3 June in 
Omaha (CEJ) to 8 July in Lincoln (LE). A hen with young 3/4 grown seen 
at Verdon Lake, Richardson Co, 10 June, was suggestive of an early hatch 
(WRS). 

Gadwall: Routine reports. 

American Wipeon: A hen discovered with 10 young at Kissinger Basin 
on 1 July (JGJ), the first known breeding record for the RWB, was 
probably a casual breeder away from the western Sandhills. There have 
been a few summer reports from FL in recent years, suggesting that 
breeding might occur there as well; 2 were seen there on 20 July (SJD). 
Singles identified at Kiowa Springs on 29 June (SJD) and at LM on 9 July 
(SJD) were unexpected, as were the 2 spotted at Oliver Res on 16 June 
(SJD). 

Mallard : A brood hatched on 27 July in Scotts Bluff Co (KL) was rather 
late. As many as 472 were counted at LM by on 9 July (SJD); eclipse 
males gather in groups at this time of year. 
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Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Cinnamon Teal : Easternmost and late for the location (breeding is 
unknown in the RWB) was a male spotted at Hultine Basin, Clay Co, on 15 
June (WRS). Good numbers were reported from the western Sandhills and 
Panhandle, with the most noted at Kiowa Springs, including 5 counted on 

16 June (SJD). The male of a pair found at CLNWR on 18 June was a 
hybrid (KL). 

Northern Shoveler : Although breeding may occur statewide, few 
reports are received away from the Sandhills. Broods were seen at 
Kissinger Basin on 15 July (JGJ) and at Harvard Marsh on 20 July 
(SJD); and the species may have bred at Alma South SL, where 1-2 were 
present through 8 July (GH, WH); no brood was seen, however. A single 
was spotted at Youngson Basin, Kearney Co, on 15 July (LR, RH). 
Northern Pintail : Breeding distribution is similar to that of the 
Northern Shoveler; while usually a rare breeder in the east RWB, 2 
broods were noted there on 1 July (JGJ). 

Green-winged Teal : Mid-summer records away from the limited 
breeding range in the western Sandhills are few; fall migrants usually do 
not appear until mid-August. Thus of interest were 15 found in the east 
RWB on 15 June and the "several" discovered there on 1 July (JGJ). 
Canvasback: Late spring sightings may be of non-breeding yearlings. 
Probably in this category were the 3 seen at Alma East SL on 2 June (GH, 
WH) and the 1-3 summering at LO; 3 were found there on 29 June, and 
2 remained there through 28 July (SJD). Three birds seen south of 
Gordon on 24 June (CNK) fell within the Sandhills breeding range. 
Redhead: Surprisingly large numbers lingered into summer in the east 
RWB. The peak reached 90 on 15 June, and 54 still remained there as 
late as 1 July (JGJ); although most were males (JGJ, WRS), a hen and 
brood were spotted at Sinninger Basin on 1 July (JGJ). Breeding 
probably occurs annually in the east RWB, but it is rarely reported. 
Three birds summered at the Alma South SL, where 36 were still present 
as late as 15 June (GH, WH). Summering occurred also at LO, where the 
48 birds seen on 17 June declined to 8 by 21 July (SJD); and 12 were 
found at LM on 9 July (SJD). Counts of 8 at North Platte SL on 1 July and 

17 at Scottsbluff SL on 21 July also indicated high summering numbers 
(SJD). 

Ring necked Duck : Rare in summer anywhere in the state, the first 
summer records for the east RWB were single males fount at Kissinger 
and Sinninger Basins on 15 June (JGJ). 

Lesser Scaup : Very late were singles identified at Alma South SL on 15 
June (GH, WH) and at BOL on 9 June, a male (LE). A male and female 
reported at Twin Lakes, Seward Co, on 8 July (LE) may have been failed 
breeders on the move. 

Hooded Merganser: Adult males in breeding plumage are rarely 
encountered in summer; most reports are of female/immature types, 
presumably prebreeders, although adult male breeding plumage is held 
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only until June (see Sibley’s Guide to Birds). As many as 6 
females/immatures were found in the east RWB on 15 June (JGJ), and 4 
had arrived at LO by 21 July (SJD). Of interest were singles identified 
as females (but not aged) at CLNWR on 16 June and at LM on 9 July 
(SJD). 

Common Merganser : A small group of 6 to 13 birds summered at LO 
(SJD), as has become the norm. 

Red-breasted Merganser : A single female summered at LO; it was 
accompanied by a 1 st alternate male on 3 June (SJD). 

Ruddv Duck : A "bright male" identified at Alma South SL on 22 June 
(GH, WH) was suggestive of breeding; and broods were found at Smith 
Basin, Clay Co, and at Sinninger Basin on 1 5 July (JGJ). Another east 
RWB brood was discovered at Kissinger Basin on 20 July (SJD). Breeding 
is probably regular in the east RWB, although rarely reported. The one 
spotted at BOL on 9 June (LE) was likely a late migrant. 

Osprev : An intriguing sighting was the one located in eastern Keith Co on 
11 June (Rodger Knaggs fide SJD), possibly a late-migrating immature. 
Breeding is not currently known to occur in Nebraska. 

Mississippi Kite : At Ogallala, 1-3 adults were reported between 9 and 
28 July (SJD). Unexpected sightings away from Ogallala were singles 
identified at Imperial, Chase Co, on 7 June (MB) and about 25 miles away 
at Grant, Perkins Co, on 9 July (SV). 

Bald Eag le: The productive nest at L Alice, Scotts Bluff Co, again fledged 
3 young this year: the adults were working on a new nest on 5 February 
as the old one had fallen down; the female was incubating on 19 February; 
young were being fed on 30 March; the first chick fledged between 7 and 
11 June, and all 3 were flying by 22 June(Lucy Koenig fide AK). The 
nest at Calamus Res had a juvenile in it on 9 June (LR, RH). Two birds 
seen at Nebraska City on 12 July (LF, CF) were probably from the active 
nest (2 chicks this year) just across the river in Fremont Co, Iowa. 
Other sightings included one (unaged) found in southeastern Cherry Co on 
23 June (CNK) and an immature located at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, on 
21 July (WRS, SJD). 

Northern Harrier : All reports came from likely breeding locations in 
northern and western Nebraska, except for a male spotted in the east RWB 
on 1 July (JGJ); breeding probably occurs in the east RWB each year. 
§ h . 9C P.- Sh .i. n i n . ed J J awk : The one seen in Knox Co on 8 June (SV) may 
have been a late-migrating immature; but the one identified at Wildcat 
Hills NC harassing the feeder birds on 19 July (AK) may be part of a 
very small breeding population in the area; this sighting marks the 5th 
Wildcat Hills record since 1995. Singles located in northwestern Adams 
Co on 21 July (LR, RH) and at Rowe Sanctuary on 28 July (possibly the 
same bird? LR, RH) represent 2 of only 5 late July reports in central 
Nebraska since 1977; all are probably early migrants rather than local 
breeders. 

Co o per' s H a w k: Routine reports. 
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Red-ShOuLd.eied Ha.W.fr Routine reports. 

Swainson's Hawk : Easternmost was one seen in Dodge Co on 2 June 
(DP, JP), rather near the southeastern edge of the breeding range. 
Red-tailed Hawk: Routine reports. , 

Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports, 
fi flidan Eag le: Routine reports. 

A mer i c axi..K<S. §t rel; Routine reports. 

Merlin: This species is a casual, possibly regular, breeder on the Pine 
Ridge; one of the very few summer reports of this small population was of 
a male seen at Gilbert-Baker Area, Sioux Co, on 12 July (RW). As many 
as 10 nests were found by Nebraska Game and Parks personnel in 1991. 
Prairie Falcon : The one located at LM/LO on 28 July (SJD) was a little 
far east for that date; while breeding has occurred as far east as Keith Co 
(the last in 1979), this sighting was likely of a young bird or failed 
breeder. 

Peregrine Falcon : The one fount in the east RWB on 2 June (JGJ) was 
record late for a spring migrant. 

Chukar : Bravely trying to establish a population, albeit in atypical 
habitat, was one discovered on a nest at a housing area near 90th and 
Harrison in Omaha on 24 July (B). This bird was certainly a released or 
escaped bird, as was a pair spotted south of Harvard Marsh on 21 July 
(MB). There is no established population in the state. 

Gray Partridg e: The only report was of one located in extreme 
northeastern Antelope Co on 4 July (MB); currently this species is at a 
low ebb and seems to be restricted to the area from Thurston Co west, 
north of the Elkhorn River, to Keya Paha Co. Does anyone have any 
additional information? 

B , to qrJftftCkftd Phe asan t : Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse : At the eastern edge of the range, one was seen 
northwest of Creighton on 6 June (MB). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Routine reports. 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite : Westerly reports from the North Platte River 
Valley, where it is fairly common, included sightings south of Morrill on 
18 June (AK) and near Chimney Rock on 19 July (KL). An adult with 6 
very small young was seen near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, on 21 July (LR, RH). 
Black Rail : Persistent searching by Dinsmore at Panhandle marshes 
during the period paid off with a bird calling from a fairly extensive sedge 
area at Facus Springs at 4 am on 9 July (SJD). This finding, along with 
several probable sightings at CLNWR in recent years, is suggestive of 
small populations in marshes in the west. See you there at 4 am! 
Virginia Rail: The only reports came from the Panhandle, with the best 
count reaching 4 at Facus Springs on 9 July (SJD). 

Sora: Reports of birds identified in Cass and Lancaster Cos from 2 to 3 
June (GW, LE) were likely late migrants, although breeding cannot be 
ruled out. Apart from 2 located at Facus Springs on 9 July (SJD), all 
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other reports originated in the east RWB, and especially at Harvard 
Marsh, where as many as 9 were counted on 20 July (SJD). Some of these 
may have been either early migrants or possibly failed breeders from 
dried-up habitat elsewhere, as fewer (1-5) remained there between 24 
June to 17 July (m.ob.). Breeding has not been documented recently in 
the RWB, but the numbers of Soras (Sorae?) identified there in recent 
years are highly suggestive, although most reports occur from late July 
onwards. 

Common Moorhen : The only report was of an adult spotted at Kissinger 
Basin on 20 July (SJD); no others were reported there, suggesting that it 
may have moved there from other dried-up habitat. Although nesting 
probably occurs in the east RWB, the only prior record came from Weis 
Lagoon, Fillmore Co, in 1985 (Garthright); a juvenile noted in Clay Co on 
30 August 1998 also may have fledged locally. 

American Coot : This species illustrated the risks of breeding in shallow 
wetlands, as perhaps do the preceding Sora and Common Moorhen reports. 
At least 30 nest mounds were seen at Harvard Marsh on 15 June (WRS), 
but the marsh was drying out by 1 July (JGJ) and predated nests 
(scattered eggshells) at mounds on dry land were commonly seen there on 
15 July (WRS). Most of the coots had gone, presumably to appear 
elsewhere as "early migrants"! Elsewhere in the east RWB, however, it 
was "the best breeding year ever" for coots (JGJ). Young were noted in 
Sheridan Co on 9 June (AK). 

Sandhill Crane : A pair remained at Krause Basin, Fillmore Co, through 
1 July, when they were thought to be "acting weird"; but only one 
remained there on 15 July (JGJ). One was heard at Harvard Marsh 
between 15 and 17 July, possibly having moved over from Krause Basin 
as conditions deteriorated (WRS, B). 

Black-bellied Plover : The two identified on 2 June were record late 
for the east RWB (JGJ); this report represents only the 7th June record 
for the state. 

Snowv Plover : The only report was of an adult female spotted at LM on 
21 July (SJD; photos). 

Semipalmated Plover : Fall migrants arrived on 21 July, with 3 
reported at LM; 9 were seen there on 28 July (SJD). The only other 
report was of one located near Ponca SP on 22 July (BFH). 

Piping Plover: The breeding season at LM was very successful, with 43 
nests tallied (Rodger Knaggs fide SJD). A record count of 62 was made at 
LM on 21 July, including a highly encouraging 49 immatures (SJD). 
Near Ponca SP a pair with 2-3 young was noted on 22 July (BFH), and at 
least one was present there on 10 and on 29 June (SV). The only other 
report was of 4 identified at Camp Maha on the Platte River in Sarpy Co 
on 17 July (B). 

Killdeer: The peak count in the east RWB reached 325 on 14 July (JGJ) 
and 147 at LM on 9 July (SJD). July aggregations probably consist of 
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local breeders and their fledged young; true migrants pass through in late 
September to early October. 

Mountain Plover: A nest with 2 eggs was found in southwestern 
Kimball Co on 16 Jun; 4 adults were observed in the area (SJD). On 24 
June, 3 adults were present, one of which was incubating the eggs 
(Michael Forsberg fide SJD); and on 9 July, 2 adults and 2 one-day-old 
young were present (SJD). This report represents the 8th modern nest 
record, all in Kimball Co. 

Black-necked Stilt : A few were seen at several of the usual spots in 
southern Sheridan Co between 9 and 16 June (AK, SJD), and 6 appeared 
at two unexpected locations near Imperial, Chase Co, on 10 June (MB). 
American Avocet : The best count totaled 95 west of Antioch, Sheridan 
Co, on 29 June (WM). A pair with 4 young were identified southeast of 
Bayard, Morrill Co, on 30 June (PD, DD). The peak count in the east 
RWB was 14 (in one flock) noted on 1 July, with 1-5 seen between 7 
and 29 July (m.ob.) There are not many RWB records, and only one of 
breeding. 

Greater Yellowleg s: This species goes north earlier on average than 
Lesser Yellowlegs and returns earlier in the fall. First were the 7 spotted 
at Facus Springs and the 2 found at LM on 29 June (SJD). An excellent 
count for fall was 41 tallied at Harvard Marsh on 20 July (SJD). 

Lesser Yellowleg s: A few were rather late this spring, including one 
seen at LO on 3 June (SJD), 3 located in Dakota Co on 2 June (BFH), and 
3 identified in the east RWB on 2 June (JGJ)-the latter sighting was 
record late for the east RWB (JGJ). First fall migrants were the 20 found 
at LM on 29 June (SJD), and the best count reached a fall record 641 at 
Harvard Marsh on 20 July (SJD). 

Solitary Sandpiper : An excellent count of 30 was reached in the east 
RWB on 28 July (JGJ). 

Willet: This species is an early fall migrant and rare in the east in fall; 
the one spotted in the east RWB on 15 June (JGJ) was therefore 
unexpected at that date and in that location. It may have been a failed 
breeder. Also early at a location where breeding does not occur were as 
many as 18 identified at LM on 17 June (SJD), again suggestive of 
wandering failed breeders. The 23 counted at Facus Springs and LM/LO on 
29 June (SJD) represent an excellent fall total. 

Spotted Sandpiper A record fall count totaled 61 at LO on 28 July 
(SJD), probably regional breeders staging prior to moving south. 
Another excellent count was 30 at Ponca SP on 22 July (BFH). An adult 
with 3 chicks was found in southeastern Otoe Co on 30 June (LF, CF), 
about normal timing for this species. An indication of the initiation of fall 
migration was the single seen at Alma, Harlan Co, on 18 July, where none 
had been seen since May (GH, WH). 

Upland Sandpiper: A nest with 3 eggs found in southwestern Dixon Co 
on 21 June (JJ) was rather late for this species. The Hannon Area, in 
southwestern Hall Co, must have good habitat for this species, as 29 were 
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counted there on 16 June in a small portion of the Area (LR, RH). 
Migration was underway by late July, as expected; 35 were counted in the 
east RWB on 28 July (JGJ). 

Long-billed Curlew : This species forms flocks prior to migration as 
early as late June; a flock of 37 spotted in southeastern Sheridan Co on 16 
June seemed too early, however, and may have included failed breeders 
(SJD, WRS). A flock located north of CLNWR on 24 June (CNK) was 
perhaps more the norm, but probably also included failed breeders. 
Marbled Godwit: Another early-migrating species, the 4 found at LM on 
17 June (SJD) were early but not unexpectedly so. Generally rare in 
fall, even in the west, numbers at LM peaked at 17 on 21 July (SJD), a 
good count. Only casual east of LM in fall, the 2 seen near Holdrege, 
Phelps Co, on 20 July (GH,WH) denote only the 15th fall record east of 
the Panhandle and Keith Co. 

Sanderlina: The one spotted in the east RWB on 2 June (JGJ) was record 
late there; and the 79 tallied at LM on 3 June (SDJ) represent a rather 
amazing count for the late date. Previous latest spring dates include 3, 3, 
and 4 June. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper : The one identified in alternate plumage at 
Calamus Res on 9 June (LR, RH) was rather late, but not unprecedented. 
First in fall was one seen at LM on 29 June (SJD), the 2nd earliest ever. 
A record fall total of 462 was made at LM on 28 July (SJD). 

Western Sandpiper : Only one was reported away from LM: one was 
spotted at HCR on 18 July (GH, WH). At LM, 4 molting adults appeared on 
9 July, another 6 were counted on 21 July, and 25 adults, including 2 
still in alternate plumage, were found there on 28 July (SJD). 

Least Sandpiper : The one noted at LO on 3 June (SJD) was rather late. 
First for fall was one seen in Lincoln on 8 July (LE), and the best count 
totaled 68 at LM on 21 July (SJD). 

White-rumped Sandpiper : The last for spring was one spotted at 
Kiowa Springs on 15 June (SJD), a rather late date. As many as 501 still 
remained in the east RWB on 2 June (JGJ). Apparently Nebraska's first 
documented fall record was an adult "seen well and heard" at Harvard 
Marsh on 20 July (SJD). This species is at best casual in fall on the Great 
Plains west of the Mississippi River; I have been unable to locate either 
specimens or photos from any states neighboring Nebraska. 

Baird's Sandpiper : Rather late were 7 found at LM/LO on 3 June 
(SJD). Rather early were 28 birds located at LM on 9 July (SJD), and 
the best count reached 1,180 at LM on 28 July (SJD). 

Pectoral Sandpiper : A few often linger very late in spring; 2 found in 
the east RWB on 24 June (JGJ) were the 5th report in the period 
between 17 and 30 June. These are probably yearling birds which drop 
out of migration. The first fall migrants were 7 identified in the east RWB 
on 15 July (JGJ). Rare westward, 2 were found at LM on 21 July and 
also on 28 July (SJD). 
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Dunlin: Rather late were singles located in the east RWB on 2 June 
(JGJ) in Dakota Co on 2 June (BFH), and in Lancaster Co on 3 June (LE). 
No others were reported; fall early dates occur in September. 

Stilt Sandpiper : Last for spring were 5 seen at Alma on 2 June (GH, 
WH) and 7 spotted in the east RWB the same day (JGJ). The first for fall 
were 2 located at LM on 9 July, where the peak reached 316 on 28 July 
(SJD), an excellent fall count. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper : The only report was of 5 identified in the 
east RWB on 28 July (JGJ). 

Short-billed Dowitcher : A few adults were reported at about the 
expected arrival time for this species, mid-July. In the east RWB, 8 
were counted on 15 July (JGJ): 3 were found at Theesen Basin, Clay Co, 
the same day (WRS); one was located at Harvard Marsh on 17 July (B); 
and 5 were spotted there on 20 July (SJD). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: The two located in the east RWB on 15 July 
(JGJ) were the earliest on record there and the earliest documented for 
fall for the state. Generally Long-bills arrive in late July. 30 were seen 
at Harvard Marsh on 20 July (SJD); 42 adults were spotted at LM on 21 
July (SJD); and 30 were found in the east RWB on 28 July (JGJ). 
Common Snipe : The singles spotted at Kiowa Springs on 16 June (SJD) 
and on 18 June (AK) as well as the one found near Scottsbluff on 17 July 
(PD, DD) were probably local breeders; but the one identified in the east 
RWB on 1 July and again on 15 July (JGJ) was unexpected. Although 
there are a few breeding records from southeastern Nebraska, none is 
documented for the east RWB. Migrants apparently had arrived in the east 
RWB by late July, as 8 were discovered there on 28 July (JGJ). 
American Woodcock: The only report came from Cedar Co on 29 June 
(SV). 

Wilson’s Phalarope : This species may breed casually in the southeast; 
a male was seen at Cracker Barrel Marsh, Lincoln, throughout the 
summer, where 2 birds were present on 2 June; but no breeding evidence 
was noted (LE). Another bird was spotted in Lancaster Co at a different 
location on 9 June (LE), a late date for a migrant. Breeding probably 
occurs most years in the east RWB-this year courtship flying was seen 
at Hultine Basin, Clay Co, on 15 June (WRS); a juvenile was seen on 7 
July (CG); and 22 juveniles along with 2 males were located at Theesen 
Basin, Clay Co, on 15 July (WRS). Three broods were found at the west 
end of LM on 29 June (SJD), and another brood was located at Facus 
Springs the same day (SJD). 

Red-necked Phalarope : The only report was of a molting adult spotted 
at Kiowa Springs on 22 July (SJD), a rather early date; there are few 
July records. 

Red Phalarope : A bird in basic plumage was seen at North Hultine 
Basin, Clay Co, on 15 June (WRS; details), the 10th documented record 
and 2nd for spring. Among other features, the identification was 
supported by rather extensive yellowish coloration in the lower 
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mandible. This bird is probably a late spring migrant; records from 
surrounding states extend into June. 

Pomarine Jaeger : A light morph adult was identified at LM on 21 July 
(SJD, WRS; details). This sighting fits a pattern emerging in Nebraska of 
adults occurring very early in the fall; this report represents the third 
record of an adult in the period between 30 June and 29 August, while 
there are no records of immatures prior to 8 September. 

Franklin's Gull : The summer's low count at LM totaled 16 on 17 June 
(SJD). Most summering birds are immatures that do not complete 
migration. The first alternate-plumaged bird to arrive in fall was 
identified at HCR on 10 July; by 28 July, 25 mixed-aged birds were 
present (GH, WH). The best count was 500+ located in a flooded field near 
Bayard, Morrill Co, on 1 July (KL). 

Ring-billed Gull : Immatures of this species also summer in Nebraska; 
70 were located at LM on 29 June (SJD), and a few were noted elsewhere. 
A good count for the date was the 150 tallied near Bayard on 1 July (KL). 
California Gull: As is usual, all reports came from LM. In contrast 
with the other expected summering gulls (Franklin's, Ring-billed, 
Herring), most California Gulls seen in mid-summer are adults rather 
than immatures, and probably are failed breeders. The low count was a 
single found on 17 June (SJD), but numbers had increased to 51 by 28 
July (SJD). 

Herring Gull : The only report away from LM was of a worn 1st 
alternate bird discovered at Oliver Res on 15 June (SJD). Some 9 birds 
spent at least part of June through July at LM, a good showing for this 
species; maxima by age group were 4 1st alternate, 2 2nd alternate, 2 
3rd alternate, and a fresh juvenile first noted on 28 July (SJD). Mid¬ 
summer records for this species are not numerous, and there is none for 
adults. 

Caspian Tern : Numbers of this species were very good for a summer 
period. About 20 were reported, with the best count of 7 at LO on 8 June 
(SJD). At LO, the 3 birds present on 29 June (SJD) were presumably 
non-breeders, as most June-July birds probably are; this status is 
reminiscent of that of Herring Gull at the same location. Rather late 
migrants were seen at BOL on 9 June (LE), at Twin Lakes, Lancaster Co, 
on 3 June (LE), and in Cedar Co on 1 June (SV). A fall migrant appeared 
near Ponca SP on 22 July (BFH), the only one reported for fall away 
from the LO area. 

Common Tern : Only 2 were reported: an adult spotted at LM on 3 June 
(SJD; details) was rather late (most later spring sightings are of 
"yearlings") and a sighting without details made in Cedar Co the same day 
(SV). 

Forster's Tern : Reports are fewest between 10 June and 11 July. This 
summer 2-5 were identified at LM during this period (SJD); 3 were 
spotted at Kiowa Springs on 16 June (SJD); and 2 appeared at BOL as 
early as 4 July, increasing to 12 on 8 July (LE), apparently early fall 
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migrants. Numbers increased at LM to 41 by 22 July, including 2 fresh 
juveniles (WRS). 

Least Tern : Reports originated in the usual breeding locations; perhaps 
most significant, 2, which may have been migrants, were found at Rowe 
Sanctuary on 14 July (LR,RH). At LM there were 6 nests for the year 
(Rodger Knaggs fide SJD). 

Black Tern ; A few non-breeding birds are found in mid-summer (mid- 
June through early July) around the state, presumably immatures; of 8 
birds spotted in the east RWB on 24 June, 6 were one year old (JGJ). A 
single was identified at LM on 29 June (SJD). The first to return in 
Lancaster Co was one spotted at Pawnee L on 4 July (LE). Juveniles were 
found at Harvard Marsh by 15 July (WRS). 

Rock Dove: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove : At the close of this summer period, it can be 
stated that this species has essentially colonized the towns of the 
Panhandle (SJD) and has established persistent breeding colonies at a few 
other locations, notably Kearney and Elmwood. At Elmwood, at least 2 
pairs nested, and second broods were also noted (GW). The Elmwood birds 
are easy to find in evenings near the city park (GW). There have, 
however, been few reports from larger cities; one was seen in Omaha on 9 
July (B), only the 2nd report from that city. The one seen at Minden on 
12 June (LB) represents the second reported there. 

White-winged Dove : One apparently returned to Kearney for the 3rd 
consecutive summer (it was not noted in winter; LB), and may have bred; 
3 White-winged Doves were seen at the Roger Newcomb feeder on 25 
July, two of which were smaller, possibly young (Roger Newcomb fide 
LR, RH). However, only one adult has been seen in the vicinity at any one 
time so far. Are hybrids possible between this species and Eurasian 
Collared-Dove? 

Mourning Dove : An excellent count totaled 300 in Dawson Co on 29 
July (LR, RH). Flocks form in July prior to southward movement. 
Black-billed Cuckoo : More were reported than usual; some observers 
suggested that the good numbers of both cuckoo species this summer 
resulted from a high caterpillar population. About 12 (cuckoos!) were 
reported; the best count was 3 tallied in southwestern Dixon Co on 19 
July (JJ), possibly a family group. None was reported west of Rowe 
Sanctuary. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo : At Spring Creek Prairie, Denton, 2 to 3 pairs 
were found on 30 June (KP), and the 8+ counted at BOL 8 July were the 
"most in the last 10 years" (LE). 

Barn Owl : Only one was found, on 28 July, at the regular breeding 
location near CCM; there was no nesting this year (SJD). No others were 
reported. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl : Routine reports. 
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Burrowing Owl : Adults with chicks were spotted in Morrill Co on 18 
June (KL); and 2 adults with a juvenile were located near O’Neill, Holt 
Co, on 8 July (JJ). 

Barred Owl: Routine reports. 

Long-eared Owl : Breeding was confirmed for Knox Co, apparently for 
the first time, when 2 begging young were seen at Niobrara SP on 14 July 
(MB). One was flushed from cedars at CLNWR on 15 June (SJD). 
Nesting has not yet been documented in Garden Co. 

Short-eared Owl: None was reported. 

Co mmo n Ni q hthawk : Routine reports. 

Common Poorwill : The only reports were of singles noted south of 
Gering on 29 June and again on 23 July (AK). 

Chuck-will's-widow: In recent years, there have been few reports 
from the Missouri Valley, but the population at Wolf L, Saunders Co, 
continues, with 3 heard there on 26 May (TH). The westernmost known 
site for the species, the Paul Tebbel yard in extreme southern Buffalo Co, 
had one calling on 24 June; this site is typical Platte River riparian 
woodland with mature cedar, mulberry, cottonwood, and green ash (PT). 
Whip-poor-will: The only report was of one spotted in Cass Co on 16 
June (GW). 

Chimney Swift: Routine reports. 

White-throated Swift : A good count of 10 was made on 16 June at 
Scottsbluff NM (SJD). The summering population at this location seems to 
be about 5 to 10 pairs. 

Rubv-throated Hummingbird : Following a report of a male seen at 
Alma last summer (GH, WH), video was seen of Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds which have been seen at the Cash residence in Alma since 
1990; while young have been seen, no nest has been found to date (fide 
GH, WH). This location is the westernmost breeding site known in 
Nebraska. Elsewhere, summering birds were reported in the Missouri 
Valley, mostly in the northeast (JJ, BFH, TEL), but also in Cass Co 
(GW)-and near the probable western edge of the usual breeding range 
were a male and female that regularly visited a Lincoln feeder through 11 
July (TEL). The westernmost spring records (presumably migrants) are 
both at CPBS; one of them was an adult male seen there on 3 June (SJD). 
Also rather far west for the species was one identified in the Gerten yard 
in Kearney on 6 June (fide LR, RH). 

Calliope Hummingbird: Two birds located in a Mitchell yard on 30 
July (KL; details) fit the description of this species. (Further sightings 
will be reported in the Fall Report). With the good numbers of Calliopes 
and a few Black-chinned Hummingbirds in western Kansas in fall 2000 
(and again in 2001), one might expect these species to appear more often 
in western Nebraska; but I wonder whether birds migrating 
southeastward along the east edge of the Rocky Mountains may not move 
onto the plains (heading for Texas and Louisiana?) until they pass the 
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Laramie Mountains or the Fort Collins area; either "jumping-off" point 
would have these hummingbirds missing Nebraska. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: None was reported (see Fall, however). 
Rufous Hummingbird : Adult males are rarely reported, possibly 
because they pass through earlier than observers start looking; one was 
discovered rather far east at an Alma feeder on or about 7 July (GH, WH; 
details). This sighting becomes the earliest fall record for the state, 
although they move through the Black Hills of South Dakota starting in 
late June. There were 4 other sightings, all from the Panhandle: a female 
seen at Wind Springs Ranch on 16 July(HKH), also a rather early record; 
a possible juvenile noted at Mitchell on 22 July (KL); a female spotted at 
Kimball on 28 July (SJD); and an immature male noted at Bushnell on 28 
July (SJD). 

Pe l ted , Kingfishe r: Routine reports. 

Lewis's Woodpecker : The Deadhorse Burn, immediately west of 
Chadron SP, Dawes Co, was once a regular location but has been less 
reliable recently; one bird was seen "flycatching forlornly among the few 
stumps still standing" on 12 July (RW). No others were reported. 
Red-headed Woodpecker : Uncommon in the southwestern Panhandle, 
one was spotted at Oliver Res on 21 July (SJD). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: The individual survives east of McGrew; it 
was seen there on 25 June (AK), rather far west of the usual range. 
Hopefully it will find a mate and propagate its range-expanding genes. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker : A woodpecker thought to be this species by 
at least one of the observers was glimpsed briefly as it flew overhead at 
Spring Creek Prairie, Denton, on 30 June; this area would represent an 
unusual location at this date. There is a Sarpy Co report without details on 
1 July 1993, but no other Nebraska reports between 9 June and 18 
September. 

Downy Woodpecker Routine reports. 

Hairv Woodpecker : Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 

Piisatfi(LW.O. Qd PfiCk.fir None were reported. 

Western Wood-Pewee : The eastern extent of the range in the Niobrara 
Valley is not well-documented, but there are a few records from the 
Valentine area, where one was heard on 13 July (BP, JP). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee : A pair with 2 young was seen in southeastern 
Otoe Co on 13 July (LF, CF), about normal timing for young. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: While there are 9 previous reports as 
far west as Keith Co, including two banded at CPBS, the one seen and heard 
at CLNWR on 3 June (SJD) denotes the first record for the Panhandle. 
Acadian Flycatcher : This species continues to summer at 2 locations at 
opposite ends of the Missouri Valley. A pair returned to the same rather 
northerly site occupied since 1998 at Ashford Scout Camp, Thurston Co, 
on 16 June (BFH). A pair was also spotted along Trail 9 at ICSP on 10 
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June (WRS), and "a few" were noted along Trail 5 there on 17 June 
(PS). 

Alder Flycatcher : One identified itself by calling "feebeeo" at CPBS on 
3 June (SJD), where, however, banders (Brown et al) have considered it 
a common migrant in spring. Another was heard calling near Niobrara on 
5 June (MB). This species tends to be a late migrant. 

Willow Flycatcher : Rowe Sanctuary hosts a good population; 4-6 were 
found there throughout the period (LR, RH). Good numbers were also 
noted along the Verdigris River, with 7 identified there on 5 June and 
along the North Loup River in Blaine Co, with 9 found calling there on 26 
June (MB). Reports were statewide in small numbers, about normal. 
Least Flycatcher : Banding dates at CPBS extend only to 3 June (Brown 
et al), and so the one located singing there on 17 June (SJD) may have 
been attempting to breed. The species has been reported there in summer 
previously, and occasionally at other locations in northern and western 
Nebraska. The one identified singing at CLNWR on 3 June (SJD) may have 
been a late migrant. Fall migrants appeared on schedule in late July: one 
was seen at Fort Kearny, Kearney Co, on 21 July (LR, RH), and another 
was spotted singing in Dodge Co on 25 July (DP, JP). 

CordlHe ran Flycatcher : Now rather numerous in Sowbelly Canyon, 3 
to 5 were located there on 12 July, and at least one was heard there on 31 
July (RW). Perhaps the easternmost site to date for this apparently 
expanding species was one identified singing strongly in Deadhorse 
Canyon, Dawes Co, on 17 June (WRS); there is, however, a report from 
2 July 1987 from Dawes Co without a specific location mentioned. 
Eastern Phoebe : An adult with 3 young was spotted at ADF on 1 June 
(LF, CF), an expected date. This species breeds only in small numbers in 
Pine Ridge canyons; one was seen in Sowbelly Canyon on 12 July (RW). 
Say's Phoebe : Routine reports. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: The report without details of 10 to 12 
birds found at Alliance on 1 July is surprising, as there are very few 
records west of Keith Co other than in the Pine Ridge. 

Cassin's Kingbird : An excellent count totaled 9 in southwestern 
Kimball Co on 16 June (SJD). The two birds spotted at Wind Springs 
Ranch on 30 July (HKH) were in atypical breeding habitat and may have 
been migrants. This species is rarely reported far from Ponderosa Pine 
parkland except in migration; there are few data on the onset of fall 
migration. 

Western Kingbird : An excellent count of fall birds beginning to 
coalesce into migrant groups reached 148 in Keith Co on 28 July (SJD). 
Numbers appeared to be up in the east as indicated by "many" on the 
observers' farm in Dodge Co on 25 July (DP, JP), and the first for 
Spring Creek Prairie, Denton, on 22 June (KP). 

Eastern Kingbird : Routine reports. 
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher : The only report of this casual summer 
visitor was of one blown rather far west, south of Alliance in Morrill Co, 
on 9 June (AK). 

Lo ggerhead Shrike : Adults feeding fledged young were seen from 10 
June to 28 July (WRS, KL, CNK, BFH). An adult was seen to fledge 3 
young by enticing them out of the nest with a frog (KL), and a brood of 6 
was seen in Dixon Co on 28 July (BFH), a rather late date and a rather 
large brood. 

Bell's Vireo: The best counts included 11 at Calamus Res on 9 June (LR, 
RH) and 8 at Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, on 15 June (WRS). 
Yellow-throated Vireo : There are only a few reports from the 
Niobrara Valley west of Niobrara; one was reported southeast of Valentine 
on 13 July (B; no details). Two identified singing south of Niobrara on 5 
June (MB) also were westerly. 

Plumhfi.Q.US, Vir&a: Routine reports. 

W a rbl i n g . Y If- e .Q: Routine reports. 

Red-evefl Vireo : There were several Panhandle reports, where this 
species is least numerous, although still regular in small numbers in 
summer. 

Blue Jay : An unusual concentration for the date was the 25 tallied in the 
observers' yard near Gibbon on 2 June (LR, RH). These were possibly 
late migrants. 

Pinyon Jay: None was reported. 

Black-billed Mag pie: A pair was spotted at a site in Thurston Co on 12 
June where they had been present 1 to 2 years (BFH). Also easterly was 
one seen in central Dodge Co on 14 July (DP, JP). Most counties in the 
northeast except Burt and Washington seem to have a few magpies, but the 
only report south of the Platte River and east of Grand Island was of one 
located in southern Lancaster Co on 3 June (LE), where reports have been 
annual in recent years. 

A ms.ri.C.a. n ...C.ro..w; Routine reports. 

Horned Lark : An apparent family group of 7 seen in Dawson Co as late 
as 6 July (LR, RH) was probably a second brood; Cary believed that 2 
broods were raised each year in Antelope Co around 1900, but modern 
agricultural practices are likely to cause havoc with second broods. 
Purple Martin : An apparent second brood was fledged at Alma as late as 
22 July; it "took a village,” as birds from other "houses" helped with the 
late brood (GH, WH). Also a bit late were 2 young with adults identified 
at Geneva on 7 July (CG). Westernmost were 2 spotted at Ogallala on 9 
July (SJD), probably the westernmost breeding site in the Platte Valley. 
Tree Swallow : Adults and 3 young were found at Alma South SL on 20 
June (GH, WH). Flocks were forming by early July; 120 were counted at 
BOL on 4 July (LE). 

Violet-areen Swallow : Reports came, as expected, from the 
Panhandle. The best count was 10 tallied south of Gering on 22 July 
(AK), likely migrants. 
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Northern Rough-winged Swallow : The only large number reported 
was the 100+ counted in Knox Co on 8 July (JJ). 

Bank Swallow : Good counts included 200 at Ponca SP on 22 July (BFH) 
and 100 at BOL on 14 July (LE). All were probably migrants, as this 
species leaves colonies early. 

Cliff Swallow : An excellent count reached 3,000+ in Kearney Co on 21 
July (LR, RH). Large concentrations occur in central Nebraska in late 
July. 

B arn Swallo w: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports. 

Tufted Titmouse : Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch : Singles spotted at expected summer locations 
in Scotts Bluff and Sioux Cos between 16 June and 12 July (SJD, KL, AK, 
RW) were not surprising, but one discovered at Oliver Res on 16 June 
(SJD) was out of place, probably a late migrant. 

White-breasted Nuthatch : As expected, the birds located at Valentine 
and at Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, in mid-June were of the eastern 
subspecies (WRS), which breeds westward throughout the Republican 
Valley and westward along the Niobrara Valley to an undetermined extent. 
The western subspecies occupies Ponderosa Pine woodland. The 
distribution of these vocally-divergent taxa in the central Niobrara 
Valley would be an interesting study. 

Pyg m y Nuthatch: Almost routine were reports of 1 to 2 birds identified 
at Wildcat Hills NC between 15 June and 21 July (SJD, KL, AK). This 
species is currently a breeding resident in the area. 

Brown Creeper : The only report was of one seen in Sowbelly Canyon on 
12 July (RW), where, while the species is considered to be a rare 
resident, breeding has not yet been confirmed. 

Rock Wren : The easternmost reports came from the LM area, where as 
many as 6 were found on 9 July (SJD). 

Carolina Wren : Numbers were reduced from last summer, notably 
around Lincoln, where the only sighting was of one noted in the city from 
24 June through 15 July (LE). Surprisingly far west were 2 spotted in 
the Gerten yard in Kearney on 6 June (fide LR, RH), presumably the 
same birds as those reported there in March; these signify the furthest 
west records to date apart from one found at LM in August 2000. Few 
others were reported. 

House Wren : Smart enough to migrate south in winter, numbers of this 
species were good; 50 were located in Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 4 
July (LE). 

Sedge Wren : Numbers are usually lowest in June; this year none was 
reported for that month. Fall birds begin to return in July, sometimes in 
numbers, but only one was reported, that in central Dodge Co on 18 July 
(DP, JP). This report may indicate that breeding success to our north 
was good, with a few unemployed birds wandering south early to "set up 
shop" in Nebraska. 
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Marsh Wren: Routine reports. 

Blue-grav Gnatcatcher ; Uncommon in the northeast, singles were 
identified in Thurston Co on 12 June (BFH) and again at Ashford Scout 
Camp, Thurston Co, on 16 June (BFH). 

Eastern Bluebird : Probably the lowest numbers found anywhere in 
the state occur in the southern Panhandle, where 2 were spotted at 
Bushnell Cem on 3 June (SJD). The small breeding population (5 birds, 
including a juvenile on 7 Jul) in the nest boxes at Wildcat Hills NC was 
observed to be occupying only boxes facing northward, while Mountain 
Bluebirds used boxes facing southward (KL). Even I refuse to speculate on 
the reason. At least 59 had fledged from nest boxes at ADF by 31 July (LF, 
CF). 

Mountain Bluebird : See preceding comments under Eastern Bluebird. 
Nine birds were present at Wildcat Hills NC on 7 July (KL, AK). 

Veery : A surprise was the one seen singing after being tracked through 
nettles at MRET, on 7 June (JB), probably a late migrant. Although there 
are several June through July records for the Missouri Valley, there is 
no documentation either of breeding or of birds remaining for any length 
of time. Veeries breed, however, as close as central Iowa. 

Swainson's Thrush : The last migrants pass through the west; all 
reports originated from there, including as many as 5 spotted at Wind 
Springs Ranch on 2 June (HKH), and singles noted at CPBS and CLNWR on 
3 June (SJD). 

Hermit Thrush : The three birds seen at Wind Springs Ranch on 2 June 
2001 (HKH) were typical of late-migrating Hermit Thrushes in the 
west. They were probably the Rocky Mountain subspecies auduboni, 
which passes through the Panhandle in spring and fall at about the same 
time as Swainson’s Thrushes, notably later in spring and earlier in fall 
than eastern Hermit Thrushes, subspecies faxoni. 

Wood Thrush : At the western edge of the Missouri Valley range, at 
locations where habitat becomes spotty, singles were identified in central 
Dodge Co on 16 July (DP, JP) and west of Blair, Washington Co, on 7 
July (JGJ), the latter considered a "surprise.” 

American Robin : Large numbers were found at Calamus Res on 9 June, 
with 150 estimated (LR, RH). The 32 counted at ADF on 12 July (LF, 
CF) represent an early fall flock; flocking generally begins mid-July. 
G ra y Cat b ird: Routine reports. 

Northern Mockingbird: The summer strongholds for this species are 
the southern Panhandle and in extreme southeastern Nebraska. Three 
birds were spotted in southwestern Kimball Co on 3 June (SJD), and 3 
were identified between Dawson, Richardson Co, and Pawnee City, Pawnee 
Co, on 10 June (WRS). 

Saae Thrasher : Although migration gets underway early for this 
species—with peak numbers occurring in August-the singles noted in 
southwestern Kimball Co on 28 July (SJD) and at Wind Springs Ranch on 
30 July (HKH) were rather early. 















Vol. 69 No.3 


The.JNei?r9§k3..6.!id.£eview 


127 


P ro W O Th rashei; Routine reports. 

European Starling : The flock of 75 juveniles found in Nemaha Co on 
24 June (WRS) marks the earliest such flock on record (not that the 
database is that extensive!). 

Cedar Waxwinq : This species was widely reported in small numbers, 
and probably breeds statewide; but a flock of 55 seen flycatching at 
Johnson L, Gosper Co, on 6 July (LR, RH) was a surprise. This 
occurrence may indicate that there are quite high numbers of Cedar 
Waxwings scattered about in the summer, often overlooked unless 
attracted to such a food source. A pair was spotted gathering nest material 
in Dodge Co on 7 June (BP, LP). 

Northern ParuJa: Routine reports. 

Yellow Warbler : An excellent count was the 40 tallied at Calamus Res 
on 9 June (LR, RH). 

Yellow-rumpedWarbler : "Audubon's" Warblers were reported from 
Wildcat Hills NC on 16 June (SJD) and on 7 July in the Banner Co section 
of the Wildcat Hills (KL) and along Stage Hill Road in the Scotts Bluff Co 
section on 7 July (AK). Breeding has not been documented in the Wildcat 
Hills, and there are fewer than 10 mid-summer records. 
YellQWithrQated .Warhlei: None was reported. 

Blackpoll Warbler : A male seen at CLNWR on 3 June (SJD) was a 
little late and a little far west, although the species occurs regularly in 
small numbers as far west as the Panhandle in spring. 

Cerulean Warbler : Like the Acadian Flycatcher, this southern species 
can be expected in summer at this time only at ICSP and at Ashford Scout 
Camp, Thurston Co, at opposite ends of the Missouri Valley. A male and a 
second bird were spotted at Ashford Scout Camp on 16 June (BFH); and a 
singing male was noted circling around the perimeter of its territory at 
Trail 9, ICSP, on 24 June (WRS). 

Black-and-white Warbler : Reports came from expected locations in 
the Pine Ridge (RW, WRS). 

American Redstart : Reports from the usual range indicated good 
numbers: 5+ in Monroe and Sowbelly Canyons on 1 June, including a 
female building a nest at Coffee Park, Sowbelly Canyon (MUs); and 7 at 
Valentine Fish Hatchery on 17 June (WRS). The two pairs spotted in 
northwestern Scotts Bluff Co on 1 June were considered "unusual" (AK); 
only one pair was found there on 31 July (AK). This sighting denotes only 
the 2nd summer report from Scotts Bluff Co since the 1970s. A female 
seen at CPBS on 3 June (SJD) was likely a late migrant; there is only one 
previous mid-summer record there. 

Prothonotary Warbler: None was reported. 

Qvenbird: Routine reports. 

Louisiana Waterthrush : A very vocal pair identified on Trail 5 at 
ICSP on 10 and again on 24 June (WRS, PS) probably had fledglings, but 
a lengthy look failed to locate any. 
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Kentucky Warbler : A very territorial pair was found along Trail 5 at 
ICSP on both 17 and 24 June (WRS, PS), but breeding could not be 
confirmed. 

Common Yellowthroat: Routine reports. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: There were only 2 reports east of LO. Chats 
breed throughout most of the Loup drainage (except for the eastern edge), 
and so the 3 located in the Grade Creek area at Calamus Res on 9 June 
(LR, RH) were perhaps not unexpected; but the one seen south of 
Niobrara, Knox Co, was in a location where none has been seen in recent 
years (MB). Good counts included the 5 found along Stage Hill Road, 
Wildcat Hills, on 7 July (AK, KL) and the 3 tallied at Rock Creek L, 
Dundy Co, on 12 June (BP, LP). 

Summer Tanager : A female spotted at CLNWR on 3 June (SJD; details) 
denotes only the 4th spring record for the Panhandle. Six were reported 
at ICSP on 28 July (B); numbers have been good there for the last 2 to 3 
years. 

Scarlet Tanag er: A good single-location count totaled 4 at Ashford Scout 
Camp, Thurston Co, on 16 June (BFH). None was reported away from the 
Missouri Valley. 

Western Tanager : The one located in Sowbelly Canyon was feeding a 
cowbird chick on 12 July (RW). 

Spotted Towhee : Reports from near Gibbon of one spotted on 20 July 
(LR, RH) and from the Basswood Area, Dakota Co, on 4 June (BFH) 
defined the eastward extent of summer occurrence. An excellent count 
was the 30 tallied near Gallagher Canyon, Dawson Co, on 6 July (LR, RH). 
Eastern Towhee : One which looked like a pure Eastern Towhee was 
found at Enders Res, Chase Co, on 9 June (MB); this report and a fall 
record from Perkins Co represent the westernmost records for the state. 
The two birds noted in southwestern Adams Co on 15 July (LR, RH) were 
at the western edge of the usual summer range. Observers should examine 
birds at the western edge of the range for hybrid characters. Small 
numbers were observed at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, for the period, 
probably about as far west as the species is fairly common every year. 
Two fledglings were seen being fed by adults at ICSP on 24 June (WRS). 
Cassin's Sparrow : Reports came from within the expected summer 
range in the southwest and southern Panhandle. The best count reached 4 
birds 3.5 miles east of Benkelman, Dundy Co, on 10 June (MB); and 2 
were found near Enders Res, Chase Co, on 10 and 12 June (MB). Not 
often reported from the southern Panhandle, one was spotted in 
southwestern Kimball Co on 16 June (SJD). 

Chipping Sparrow: Rare in and south of the Platte Valley west of 
Buffalo Co (except for Scotts Bluff Co, where it is common), a few 
summered around Alma but "no sign of nesting" was detected (GH, WH). 
Breeding was first noted there in 1999, but there are no records farther 
west. Three young were reported about to fledge in southwestern Dixon Co 
on 10 June (JJ). 
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Brewer's Sparrow : This species was present on Wind Springs Ranch 
during a windmill check on 30 July (HKH); most Sioux Co reports are 
from grasslands near the Colorado line. 

Field Sparrow : Excellent numbers for a somewhat westerly location 
were the 35+ counted along less than one mile of dirt road near Gallagher 
Canyon, Dawson Co, on 6 July (LR, RH). 

Vesper Sparrow : Away from northern and eastern Nebraska, Vesper 
Sparrows are rare in summer. Thus, two birds identified in 2000 and 
another in Clay Co on 2 June hinted at "infiltration" of the east RWB 
(JGJ). A count of 6 tabulated in Holt Co on 8 July (JJ) was more the 
norm; but only one was found for the period in Lancaster Co, that on 21 
July (LE). Late July sightings, however, may be of early migrants. 

Lar k Spai TC LW: Routine reports. 

Lark Bunting : Furthest east were 1 to 2 birds located northeast of 
O'Neill, Holt Co, on 8 July (JJ) and one spotted in Hitchcock Co on 15 
June (WRS). The O'Neill location-where Chestnut-collared Longspurs 
also occur-is near the eastern extent of suitable native grassland habitat 
for these species. Few were reported. 

Savannah Sparrow: The one seen at LM on 28 July (SJD) was probably 
an early migrant; breeding anywhere in Nebraska is uncommon and local 
at best. No others were reported. 

Grasshopper Sparrow : Good counts included 11 at Calamus Res on 9 
June (LR, RH) and 19 south of Gordon on 24 June (CNK). This species is 
doing well in most of Nebraska. 

Henslow's Sparrow : The only reports came from Spring Creek 
Prairie, Denton, where an excellent total of 5 were present on 30 June 
(KP); one was spotted there on 17 July (B). In recent years, this 
species has been found regularly in southeastern Nebraska wherever 
native grassland in the correct successional stage can be found (some rank 
growth from previous years usually must be present, and so grassland 
burnt in the last 1 to 2 years is suboptimal). 

Song Sparrow : This species has become a common breeder in the RWB 
in the 1990s; 10 were found at Sacramento-Wilcox Basin, Phelps Co, on 
7 July (LR, RH). A newly-fledged bird was seen in the east RWB on 24 
June (JGJ); the latter possibly marks the first documented breeding 
record for the east RWB. 

Swamp Sparrow : Two were found at FL on 29 July (LR, RH), a known 
breeding location; but the one spotted at Sacramento-Wilcox Basin, 
Phelps Co, on 7 July (LR, RH) was indicative of a possible new colony. As 
many as 7 seen at the west end of LM on 17 June (SJD) continued the 
sightings from there a year ago. 

Dark-eved (White-winged) Junco: The only report was of a 
territorial pair found in Deadhorse Canyon, Dawes Co, on 17 June 
(WRS). Although Ducey (1988) lists nesting in Dawes Co between 
1963-67, the eastern edge of the breeding range is uncertain. 

McCown's Longspur: Routine reports. 
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Chestnut-collared Longsour : The easternmost known breeding 
population is 5 miles east and 2 to 4 miles north of O'Neill; 9+ were 
located there on 8 July (JJ). 

Northern Cardinal: Nests with hatchlings were noted on 23 June at 
BOL (LE) and on 14 July at ADF (LF, CF). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak : The two seen at LO on 3 June (SJD) were 
presumably migrants; the 2 to 4 identified in the observers' yard near 
Gibbon throughout the period (LR, RH) are probably at the western edge 
of the summer range in the Platte Valley. The 2 or more found at Calamus 
Res on 9 June (LR, RH) were probably late migrants; there are few 
reports of summering in the upper Loup River drainage. A fledgling was 
spotted being fed by a female at ICSP on 24 June (WRS). 

Black-headed Grosbeak : At the eastern edge of the range, a male noted 
on 18 June was the only sighting near Gibbon (LR, RH). This area is 
about where the ranges of the Rose-breasted and Black-headed Grosbeaks 
meet. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Lazuli Bunting : A single bird spotted 3 miles east and a half mile south 
of Niobrara between 5 June and 3 July (MB) was quite far east of the 
expected summer range, which extends to the Niobrara Valley Preserve in 
Brown, Rock, and Keya Paha Cos. The single found at LM on 17 June 
(SJD) was also a little east of the regular range. 

Indigo Bunting : This species is regular in Scotts Bluff Co, although 
pure birds are rare; one was seen at Stage Hill Rd, Wildcat Hills, on 7 
July (AK). 

Dickcissel: Good counts reached 60+ in one small portion of Hannon 
Basin, southwestern Hall Co, on 16 June (LR, RH) and 48 along 9 miles 
of back roads between Dawson and Pawnee City on 10 June (WRS). Rare 
in the Panhandle, the one found at Oliver Res on 22 July (SJD) denotes 
only the 2nd record south of the Platte River. Six seen at the west end of 
LM on 29 June (SJD) were almost in the Panhandle; Dickcissels are rare 
this far west in the Platte Valley. 

Bobolink: A good population summered at Rowe Sanctuary; 17 were 
spotted there on 21 July (LR, RH). There are only a few reports from the 
extreme southeast: one was observed in Cass Co on 1 June (GW). A few 
summer each year in Lancaster Co; a male was spotted at Spring Creek 
Prairie, Denton, on 30 June (KP). 

R£d- w j.ngM.&l , a c . kb ircl: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark : Surprisingly uncommon in the east RWB, one 
was located at Harvard Marsh on 15 June (JGJ). Less surprising was the 
one found at CLNWR on 23 June (TJ); there is a good population 
distributed locally throughout the Sandhills. 

Western Meadowlark : Uncommon in the 4 counties of the extreme 
southeast, only one Western was heard in grasslands between Dawson and 
Pawnee City on 10 June; Easterns were abundant in the same area 
(WRS). 
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Yellow-headed Blackbird : Summering birds were reported 

statewide, which is normal, assuming adequate water conditions. 
Brewer's Blackbird : The one spotted at CLNWR on 18 June (KL) was 
one of very few June to July reports away from the breeding range, 
currently restricted to the northwestern Panhandle, southeast to Morrill 
Co. 

C omm on . Srackle : Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Crackle : This species was widely reported in good 
numbers and breeding in its stronghold south of the Platte River and from 
Phelps Co east; it was a "banner year" in the east RWB (JGJ). The only 
reports outside this area came from Scotts Bluff Co, where 3 to 4 birds 
were seen at Kiowa Springs between 14 and 29 June (SJD); a calling 
male identified near Imperial on 10 and on 13 June (MB); and a male 
seen near Lakeside on 11 July (RW). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Routine reports. 

Orchard Oriole : Excellent counts included 32 registered at LO/LM on 3 
June (SJD) and 26 tallied near Gallagher Canyon, Dawson Co, on 6 July 
(LR, RH). Nest building was observed underway at Calamus Res on 9 
June (LR, RH), and fledglings were seen being fed on 8 July at BOL (LE). 
Baltimore Oriole : A pure-looking adult male paired with an apparent 
introgressant female spotted at Box Butte Res, Dawes Co, on 17 June 
(WRS) is only about the 8th summer record for the Panhandle. One 
identified as a "young male" in Scotts Bluff Co on 28 July may have been 
the 9th; although in the absence of details, it is also likely to have been an 
introgressant. A hybrid was found at LO on 3 June (SJD). 

Bullock's Oriole : The one spotted south of Gordon, Sheridan Co, on 24 
June (CNK) was located at the eastern edge of the summer range. 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill: A large flock of up to 61 frequented the Wildcat Hills NC 
feeders between 15 June and 7 July (SJD, KL, AK, TJ), declining to 16 
on 21 July, including 2 fresh juveniles (SJD). Breeding has not yet been 
documented in the Wildcat Hills; juveniles seen there may have hatched 
locally but have all been capable of flight. A single bird spotted at 
Bushnell on 22 July (SJD) was probably feeling lonely; on the other 
hand, the 2 females found near Taylor on 21 June (B) and the 2 identified 
in Keya Paha Co along the Niobrara River on 26 June (MB) at least had 
company. Wandering in summer is not unusual in this species; breeding, 
when it occurs, is often completed by February-March. An interesting 
analysis was made in Sowbelly Canyon of crossbills there on 9 June (EB); 
two types were apparently present, large-billed resembling Type 6 of 
Sibley and a smaller-billed form closer to Type 2 of Sibley, although 
still one of the larger-billed types. Two distinct vocalizations were heard 
(EB). The subspecies traditionally accepted as breeding in Ponderosa 
Pines in northwestern Nebraska is benti, a large-billed form; some 
authors have suggested that minor , a small-billed subspecies, breeds in 
northwestern Nebraska also, but current understanding is that minor is 
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restricted to the northeastern United States and eastern Canada. Of 
course, by 9 June any Red Crossbill form could have moved a long way; 
there are specimens of minor taken in Nebraska. Stay tuned as 
information expands on the notoriously complex taxonomy of this 
(these?) species! 

White-winaed Crossbill: An adult male was found at the Wildcat Hills 
NC feeders from 15 to 23 June (SJD, TJ); this sighting denotes only the 
2nd documented summer record and 5th overall. Such birds are probably 
post-breeding wanderers, or, in the case of this summer's adult male, a 
failed breeder. 

Pine Siskin : Only one was reported at Wildcat Hills NC, that on 7 July 
(KL, AK); usually numbers are higher there in summer. A surprise was 
one identified in southwestern Kimball Co feeding on the ground with a 
flock of Lark Buntings (RW; no date). 

Lesser Goldfinch : One was reported without details at Wildcat Hills NC 
on 15 July (B). There are now 11 summer records, 7 documented. 
American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 

H.QU.S.S.S.P.amm: Routine reports. 























Ihfi-Nehraska.BM Review 


Vq 169 No,3 


IAS. 

NOU Spring Meeting Bird Count 

18 to 20 May, Camp Calvin Crest (Fremont) 


COUNTIES 


Species 

Dodge 

Washing¬ 

ton 

Saunders 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Double-crested 

Cormorant 

X 




X 

Great Blue Heron 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Green Heron 



X 


X 

Turkey Vulture 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Snow Goose 

X 





Canada Goose 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Wood Duck 

X 


X 


X 

Mallard 

X 


X 

X 

X 

Blue-winged Teal 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Northern Shoveler 





X 

Ring-necked Duck 

X 





Sharp-shinned Hawk 



X 



Cooper’s Hawk 



X 



Red-tailed Hawk 

X 


X 

X 

X 

American Kestrel 

X 





Ring-necked Pheasant 

X 

X 




Wild Turkey 


X 

X 


X 

American Coot 





X 

Semipalmated Plover 





X 

Killdeer 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

X 



X 

X 

Spotted Sandpiper 


X 

X 



Hudsonian Godwit 




X 

X 

Semipalmated Sandpiper 

X 




X 

Western Sandpiper 

X 





Least Sandpiper 

X 
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Species 

Dodge 

W a s h- 

ington 

Saunders Douglas 

Sarpy 

White-rumped Sandpiper 

X 



X 

X 

Baird’s Sandpiper 

X 




X 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

X 



X 


Dunlin 




X 

X 

Stilt Sandpiper 




X 

X 

Dowitcher sp. 





X 

Wilson’s Phalarope 





X 

Franklin’s Gull 




X 


Ring-billed Gull 

X 





Caspian Tern 

X 



X 


Forster’s Tern 

X 





Least Tern 

X 


X 



Black Tern 

X 



X 

Rock Dove 

X 





Mourning Dove 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 


X 



X 

Great Horned Owl 

X 





Barred Owl 

X 

X 

X 



Common Nighthawk 

X 


X 



Chimney Swift 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

X 

X 

X 



Belted Kingfisher 

X 


X 


X 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Downy Woodpecker 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Hairy Woodpecker 

X 


X 



Northern Flicker 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Pileated Woodpecker 





X 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

X 

X 

X 


X 
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Species 

Dodge 

Wash¬ 

ington 

Saunders 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Least Flycatcher 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Eastern Phoebe 

X 

X 




Great Crested Flycatcher 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Western Kingbird 

X 




X 

Eastern Kingbird 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Florned Lark 

X 


X 


X 

Purple Martin 



X 


X 

Tree Swallow 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow 

X 

X 

X 



Bank Swallow 


X 




Cliff Swallow 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Barn Swallow 

X 

X 

X 



Blue Jay 

X 

X 

X 


X 

American Crow 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Black-capped Chickadee 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Tufted Titmouse 

X 




X 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

X 

X 

X 



Brown Creeper 





X 

Flouse Wren 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

X 





Eastern Bluebird 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 

X 





Swainson’s Thrush 

X 




X 

Wood Thrush 

X 

X 

X 



American Robin 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Gray Catbird 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Brown Thrasher 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Cedar Waxwing 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Loggerhead Shrike 

X 
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Species 

Dodge 

W ash- 

ington 

Saunders 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Bell’s Vireo 


X 



X 

Yellow-throated Vireo 

X 

X 



X 

Warbling Vireo 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Red-eyed Vireo 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

European Starling 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Tennessee Warbler 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Orange-crowned Warbler 

X 


X 

X 


Yellow Warbler 

X 

X 

X 



Bay-breasted Warbler 




X 


Blackpoll Warbler 

X 

X 


X 


Black-and-white Warbler 

X 



X 


American Redstart 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Prothonotary Warbler 

X 

X 



X 

Ovenbird 

X 



X 


Common Yellowthroat 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Scarlet Tanager 

X 

X 

X 



Eastern Towhee 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Spotted Towhee 



X 



Chipping Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 



Field Sparrow 

X 





Vesper Sparrow 

X 





Lark Sparrow 

X 





Grasshopper Sparrow 

X 




X 

Song Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 



Northern Cardinal 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Indigo Bunting 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Dickcissel 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Bobolink 

X 
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Species 

Dodge 

Wash¬ 

ington 

Saunders 

i 

Douglas Sarpy 

Red-winged Blackbird 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Eastern Meadowlark 

X 


X 



Western Meadowlark 

X 




X 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 

X 

X 



X 

Common Grackle 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Orchard Oriole 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Baltimore Oriole 

X 

X 

X 


X 

House Finch 

X 


X 


X 

American Goldfinch 

X 

X 

X 


X 

House Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 


X 







Total Species Each County 

io; 

? 

65 

7! 

26 

78 


Num 

ber of Sp< 

scies Ident 

tified: 

1 24 



ANALYSIS OF LONG-EARED OWL (AS/O OTUS) PELLETS 
FROM EASTERN NEBRASKA 

Rachel D. Mahan 1 , Emily C. Mahan 1 , and Brandon D. Sachtleben2 
'll0983 Conservation Road, Baldwin, IL 62217 
2 3990 Modoc Road, Modoc, IL 62261 

INTRODUCTION 

A common way to determine the food habits of an owl is to analyze prey 
remains found within regurgitated pellets, called “owl pellets.” We 
collected and analyzed owl pellets found under a Long-eared Owl (As/o 
otus ) roost in eastern Nebraska as part of two grade school science fair 
projects. The results are presented here to add to the knowledge about the 
food habits of this species in Nebraska. 

MATERIALS and METHODS 

We determined that a Long-eared Owl was using a dense stand of 12-year 
old Austrian pines as a roost 2 miles west of Blair, Nebraska in 
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Washington County by the presence of owl pellets and observing the bird 
in the windbreak. In April 1994, we collected 60 owl pellets from the 
site, and in November 1995, we collected an additional 12 whole pellets 
and many partial pellets. 

The pellets were soaked in water to make dissection of them easier. 
Tweezers and dissecting needles were used to pull the pellets apart and 
separate the bones, teeth, and fur. A face mask was worn so we would not 
breathe any dust or mold from the pellets. 


Each cranium was counted as one prey animal and was identified by using 
small mammal references and keys (Glass 1973, Hoffmeister and Mohr 
1972, Jones 1964). Two lower jaws were matched with each skull and 
although these could not be identified to species, the number of extra 
lower jaws was recorded. 

RESULTS and DISCUSSION 

We found a total of 127 crania and 173 extra lower jaws in the pellets. 
Five species of animals, including four species of small mammals were 
identified and are listed in Table 1. Prairie vole (Microtus orchrogaster) 
was the most common species found with 50 (39.4% of the total) skulls, 
while Short-tailed shrew (Blarina brevicauda ) was the least common 
with only five skulls (3.9%). Of particular interest was the presence of 
two unidentified small bird skulls in the pellets. 

A comparison between the two separate collections of pellets, April 1994 
and November 1995, is also shown in Table 1. Higher percentages of 
White-footed or Deer mice (Peromyscus sp.) and Harvest mouse 
(Reithrodontomys sp.) skulls occurred in the pellets collected in April 
1994, while Prairie voles made up a higher percentage of the crania 
found in pellets from the November 1995 collection. This difference may 
indicate seasonal variation in prey availability. 
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Table 1. Identification and occurrence of skulls found in 
Long-eared Owl Pellets from eastern Nebraska in April 1994 
and November 1995. Numbers in parentheses are percent of 
total. 


Species 

April 1994 

November 1995 

Totals 

Prairie Vole 

Microtus orchrogaster 

16 (32.7%) 

34 (43.6%) 

50 (39.4%) 

White-footed or Deer 
Mouse 

Peromyscus sp. 

21 (42.9%) 

28 (35.9%) 

48 (38.6%) 

Harvest Mouse 
Reighrodontomys sp. 

10(20.4%) 

9 (11.5%) 

19 (15%) 

Short-tailed Shrew 
Blarina brevicauda 

2 (4.1%) 

3 (3.8%) 

5 (3.9%) 

Unidentified small 
mammal 

0 (0%) 

2 (2.6%) 

2 (1.6%) 

Unidentified small bird 

0 (0%) 

2 (2.6%) 

2(1.6) 

Totals 

49 

78 

127 
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A Bird on the Shoreline 

My daughter tells me she doesn’t believe in God. 

Her words pour onto the supper table like milk spilling. 

In measured silence 

she waits for what I will say. 

The evening news mumbles in the background, 
dog scratching at the door. 

I look out the window to September sky opening 
its dark blue skirt of night. I tell her 

the Piping plovers will be leaving soon, if they haven’t 
already. 

Asking her, do you remember the first time we saw them 

through binoculars, 

on the broad sandbar new McConaughy? 

You were eight or nine. 

How you were the first one to spot the bird, its 
pale sand color, 

You knew to look for the black tail spot, 
the whitish romp. 

How you loved the story of their “broken-wing” act, 
when Mother Piper, frightened, 

pretends she's crippled, leading intruders away from the nest. 
How all the way home we made its sound, peep-lo, peep-lo, 
laughing at our silliness, 
happy because we loved a new thing. 

This bird, becoming more rare, 
like this woman-child, eyes 
gray-blue pools of shiny rain. 


-Shelly Clark 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November 2001 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

This Fall Report offers something for everybody. Leading off are 
significant breeding reports of Ruddy Duck in the Rainwater Basin and 
Snowy Plover at L McConaughy. As observers bird more regularly in late 
July to early August we are finding that many species begin to move 
earlier than often realized. There were many reports of birds such as 
failed breeders, molt migrants, and early-fledged juveniles wandering 
about. Some of these prove tough identification challenges, too. Early 
birds were mostly water-related; Eared Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, 
Double-crested Cormorant, and Osprey, but also Prairie Falcon in the 
east, and Rusty Blackbird too. Some birds are not supposed to show up in 
summer, but Red-breasted Merganser did, for the first time. 

A few birds that are not really rarities showed up in places where 
they are indeed rare: this fall we had Broad-winged Hawks westward, 
Gray Partridge possibly establishing in the Panhandle, and a Clark's 
Nutcracker at Scotts Bluff National Monument. 

In recent years, we have been collecting high counts, and these have 
provided fascinating data regarding peak migration timing. Record or 
near-record high counts for this fall include 140 White-faced Ibis; 25 
Merlins; 222 Sanderlings; 271 Least Sandpipers; and 800 Long-billed 
Dowitchers (both at this fall's hotspot, Johnson Basin); 91 Forster's 
Terns; 16 Least Terns; 50+ Orange-crowned Warblers; 70+ Yellow 
Warblers; 45 Common Yellowthroats; and 600 House Finches. 

Many birders like the challenge of finding rare birds; there were a 
few this fall. Leading this group was the amazing first-state-record 
Costa's Hummingbird found at Lexington; photos were placed on the web 
for all to see. Close runners-up included another hummingbird, Calliope, 
with the 4th and 5th state records; 3rd state record White Ibis; 2nd and 
3rd Harlequin Duck; 4th Long-tailed Jaeger, and 3rd Black-throated 
Grey Warbler (1st for fall). The 2nd documented fall record was 
obtained for White-rumped Sandpiper. Several eastern warblers were 
spotted in the west, including Bay-breasted (only one Panhandle record, 
but this fall one was seen at L McConaughy); Hooded (first fall Panhandle 
record, but 11 th overall for the Panhandle); 4th overall Panhandle 
Philadelphia Vireo; 3rd Chestnut-sided Warbler; 6th Magnolia Warbler; 
and 5th Blackburnian Warbler. Other birds of interest rarely reported 
were Snowy Owl, Sprague's Pipit, and Smith's Longspur. 

Of undetermined status as a species, but of great interest, was the 
report of Ruffed Grouse spotted in the southeast. Also of great interest was 
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Steve Dinsmore's mist-netting work in the Panhandle with Empidonax 
flycatchers. Steve is giving us some concrete information on just which 
empids move through the Panhandle in fall. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF : Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; BOL : Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; CCM : 
Clear Creek Marshes, Keith/Garden Cos; Cem: Cemetery; CLNWR : 
Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; Co(s) : County(ies); CPBS: Cedar Point 
Biological Station, Keith Co; F_F: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; EL; Funk 
Lagoon, Phelps Co; HCR : Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; ICSP: Indian Cave SP, 
Nemaha/Richardson Cos; L'. Lake; LM : L McConaughy, Keith Co; LQ: L 
Ogallala, Keith Co; MRET : Missouri River Ecology Trail, Neale Woods, 
Washington Co; N£: Nature Center; NM : National Monument; NNF: 
Nebraska National Forest, Thomas Co; NOU : Nebraska Ornithologists' 
Union; NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; HL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; Res: 
Reservoir; RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, 
York, Clay, Fillmore, and Thayer Cos; SCP : Spring Creek Prairie, 
Lancaster Co; £L: Sewage Lagoon(s); £JP: State Park; UNL: University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln; WSR : Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co. 


gazetteer 

Calamus Res : Loup/Garfield Cos; Cunningham L : Omaha, Douglas Co; 
DeSoto NWR : Washington Co; Gavin's Point Dam : Cedar Co: Johnson 
Basin : Phelps Co; Kissinger Basin: Fillmore Co; L Alice : Scotts Bluff 
Co; NjflJar arg M arsh: Knox Co; Olive r R e? : Kimball Co; Plgt t e Riy gr 
SP : Cass Co; Sinninger Basin : York Co; Summit L : Burt Co; 
Sutherland Res : Lincoln Co; Wehrspann L : Sarpy Co; Wildcat 
Hills: Scotts Bluff/Banner/Morrill Cos; Wilderness Park : Lincoln, 
Lancaster Co. 


-OBSE RVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering; ]£i Nebraska Birdline; BFH : Bill F. Huser, 
South Sioux City; 1_P: Babs Padelford, Bellevue; £N: Colleen Noecker, 
Albion; ££: Carol Falk, Nebraska City; OH: Carolyn Hall, Bassett; CNK: 
Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; HO: Dean Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; DM : Don 
Maas, Omaha; DN: Don Noecker, Albion; DP : Don Paseka, Ames; E& 
Elizabeth Allen, Omaha; £JB.: Elliott Bedows, Omaha; ££: Elaine Crafton, 
Weston, MO; E.L Eric Liknes, Vermillion, SD; £Ji Glen Hoge, Alma; £i: 
Gerry Jorgensen, Blair; GW: Gertrude Wood, York; HKH: Helen K. 
Hughson, Mitchell; JAS: James A. Sedgwick, Fort Collins, CO; !£.: Joe 
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Fontaine, Fort Collins, CO; Joe Gubanyi, Seward; JGJ : Joel G. 
Jorgensen, Blair; U.: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; J J D: James J. Dinsmore, 
Ames, IA; JJ<: Jon Kozak, Kearney; iM.: John Murphy, Kearney; !£_: Jan 
Paseka, Ames; KCR : Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue; KL: Kathy 
Larson, Mitchell; &JP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; LB.: Laurel Badura, 
Kearney; L£: Linda Coulter, Ames; LJE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln; L£: 
Laurence Falk, Nebraska City; JL£: Loren Padelford, Bellevue; LE; Larry 
Randolph, Gibbon; LRB : Linda R. Brown, Lincoln; LW: Leona Weed, 
Alliance; MB : Mark Brogie, Creighton; MU : Mark Urwiller, Kearney; 
PD : Phyllis Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; P W: Peter Wickham, Cedar Rapids, 
IA; ££: Ruth Green, Bellevue; EJ±: Robin Harding, Gibbon; RJi: Ron 
Rogers, Rockport, MO; RW : Rick Wright, Princeton, NJ; S£: Steve 
Finley, Omaha; SJD : Stephen J. Dinsmore, Starkville, MS; Steve Van 
Sickle, Vermillion, SD; TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln; TH: Thomas 
Hoffman, Omaha; TJ .: Todd Jensen, Rapid City, SD; XfL Tommie Rogers, 
Rockport, MO; WH : Wanda Hoge, Alma; WM : Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland; 
WRS : W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Pacific Loon : The only report was of a juvenile found at Oliver Res on 
20 October (JF), a rather early date. 

Common Loon : Summering birds are expected in western Nebraska; 
such birds included one noted at L Alice between 9 August and 14 
September (SJD); a basic-plumaged bird spotted at LM on 20 August 
(SJD); and one found at Sutherland Res on 31 August (TEL). In the east, 
arrival seemed late: the observers' first were singles seen in Cedar and 
Knox Cos on 6 November (SV) and at Cunningham L on 28 November 
(JGJ); no others were reported. 

Pied-billed Grebe : The best count reached 53 at Cunningham L on 8 
September (WRS). One was still found at Verdon L, Richardson Co, at the 
end of the period (LF, CF). 

Horned Grebe : One spotted in basic plumage at Johnson Basin on 26 
August (LR, RH) provided the earliest fall date so far; 4 were discovered 
there by 9 September (LR, RH). Also rather early were 3 seen at Summit 
L on 8 September (B). The only others reported were one noted at BOL on 
7 October (LE), 6 seen there on 15 November (LE), and one identified at 
FL on 14 October (LR, RH). 

Red-necked Grebe : This species is being detected more often in recent 
years, almost all in fall; two were reported. An alternate adult was 
spotted at L Alice on 15 August and had started to molt; the bird remained 
until 1 5 September (SJD, TEL, JF). A single winter (basic) adult was 
also found at Johnson Basin on 26 August (LR, RH). These are record 
early fall dates, and represent the 17th and 18th fall records. 
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Eared Grebe : Rather early were 2 spotted at Johnson Basin on 26 
August (LR, RH). Rather late was one discovered at an easterly location, 
PL, on 25 November (LE). Few were reported. 

Western Grebe : Uncommon in the east, one was spotted near Valley, 
Douglas Co, on 26 October (MB); two were noted at BOL on 25 November 
(LE); and another was found at Wehrspann L between 27 and 29 
November (JGJ, SF, BP, LP). The fall buildup at LM is quite a spectacle. 
The sudden increase in numbers after mid-July--from 150 to 5,300 by 
20 August--was considered "astonishing" (SJD), as was the peak count of 
29,500 reached on 19 September (SJD). This count represents the 
3rd-highest fall count at LM. "Hundreds" were also spotted at Sutherland 
Res on 31 August (TEL). 

Claris Grebe : An excellent count totaled 18 at LM on 19 September 
(SJD); the record fall count is 22. The only other reports were of 
singles found at L Alice on 15 August (SJD) and at LO on 1 October (LR, 
RH). 

American White Pelican : Flocks of 200 spotted at HCR on 4 August 
(GH, WH) and of 1,600 found at LM on 9 August (SJD) were rather early 
for such numbers; migration is usually just getting underway by late 
July. The peak at LM totaled 1,643 on 20 August (SJD), 2nd-best ever 
for fall, after the 2,100 tallied there in 1998. 

Double-crested Cormorant : Unexpected in the southeast was a 
breeding-plumaged adult seen at BOL on 5 August (WRS, TR, RR); this 
bird must have been a failed breeder, as no breeding colonies are known 
in this part of the state. The four birds found at BOL on 11 August (LE) 
were also rather early; migrants are first noted from mid-August on. As 
many as 186 were discovered at L Alice by 24 August (SJD), and the best 
count totaled 800 at HCR on 7 October (GH, WH). One was still found at 
Niobrara Marsh on 23 November (MB); and 3 remained at HCR on,30 
November (GH, WH). 

Anhinga : A report of one spotted at Walnut Creek L, Sarpy Co, on 30 
August (no details) could not be confirmed. 

American Bittern : Singles were seen in the east RWB on 11 August 
and again on 3 September (JGJ), where breeding probably occurs. 
Another was reported in Brown Co on 29 September (fide NOU). 

Least Bittern : None was reported. 

Great Blue Heron : A juvenile with a downy neck was seen at Burchard 
L, Pawnee Co, on 18 August (WRS). The best count totaled 160 at HCR on 
20 September (SJD), a record fall count. 

Great Egret : Less common westward, 3 were identified at LM on 20 
August (SJD), and 2 to 3 were seen there between 14 and 19 September 
(SJD, JF); one was noted as far west as Kimball Co on 1 August (RW), 
where the species is only casual in late summer and fall. Numbers were 
low in the east RWB (JGJ), but an excellent count of 122 was made at 
HCR on 20 September (SJD). Two birds were found rather late: the one 
seen at Niobrara Marsh on 28 October (MB) was the 2nd-latest ever, and 
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the other, spotted at HCR on 23 October (GH, WH), was the 4th-latest 
ever. 

Snowy Earet : Also rare westward, one was spotted at LM between 14 
and 19 September (SJD, JF). HCR is a regular place for late summer 
birds to linger; 1 to 9 were found there through 7 October (GH, WH, 
SJD), with the peak of 9 reached on 20 September (SJD). Five were 
found in the east RWB on 11 August (JGJ), and 4 were spotted at 
Kissinger Basin on 31 August (JGJ). The only other reports were of one 
seen at FL on 11 August (JK, JM) and a flyover reported in Phelps Co on 
12 August (LR, RH). 

Little Blue Heron : An excellent showing was the 7 immatures counted 
at FL on 12 August (LR, RH). An immature was noted at Kissinger Basin 
on 2 September (LR, RH). An immature was spotted at FF on 9 
September (BP, LP), and another immature that was seen at BOL on 7 
October (LE; details) represents the 3rd-latest ever for the species. 
Cattle Earet : The best counts were rather low: 15 in Phelps Co on 12 
August (LR, RH) and 13 in the east RWB on 11 August (JGJ). Only about 
45 were reported in all. Rather westerly were 5 identified in the LO/LM 
area on 15 September (SJD, JF). 

Green Heron : Routine reports. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron : Routine reports. 

Yellow-crowned Niaht-Heron : In recent years, most reports have 
come from southcentral Nebraska. This fall, immatures were discovered 
at Harvard Marsh on 11 August (JGJ), and 1 to 2 juveniles were seen at 
Johnson Basin on 19 August (MU photo, LR, RH). 

White Ibis : A first fall-plumaged bird was found at FL on 9 August 
(Jeff Drahota, fide LB) but was not seen there subsequently. It was 
probably the same bird spotted at Johnson Basin between 12 and 19 
August (JK, JM, MU photo, LR, RH). This sighting represents only the 
5th record for the state, and the 3rd documented. 

White-faced Ibis : This species was present in outstanding numbers 
this fall, about 140 in all. The best count totaled 82 at Kissinger Basin 
on 31 August (JGJ), a record fall count. Reports after 1 September were 
usually of "Plegadis ibis sp."; but such birds are included here, as there 
are only a handful of records of Glossy Ibis. After August, separation of 
White-faced from Glossy is very difficult in the field. None was reported 
east of the RWB. 

Turkey Vulture : Peak counts usually occur in early September, but 
surprising was the "several hundred" noted over HCR on 1 7 August (Mark 
Humpert, Brooke Levy, fide LB); other high counts included 65 recorded 
at both Summit L on 25 August (JGJ) and at Platte River SP on 9 
September (CNK). The latter count was from an observation tower and 
apparently did not require the assistance of a Red-tailed Hawk spotter, as 
previously used by the observer at FF. 

Greater White-fronted Goose : The first migrants were 50 seen at 
Johnson Basin on 7 October (LR, RH) and a single noted at HCR the same 
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day (GH, WH). The best count totaled 115 near Gibbon on 21 October (LR, 
RH); this number is a good fall count, as large fall concentrations are 
rare. 

Snow Goose : The usual scattered summering birds were noted, most as 
expected in the RWB, but a white morph which remained at LM/LO 
through 19 September was unusual (SJD). The first big influx was 
3,000 tallied in Clay Co on 28 October (JGJ), and the best count reached 
200,000 at DeSoto NWR on 30 November (DM). 

Ross's Goose : Routine reports. 

Canada Goose : Fall concentrations can appear early, but they are not 
necessarily early migrants; the 12 which appeared at HCR on 8 August, 
increasing to 42 on 10 August (GH, WH), were probably area birds 
flocking (assuming none was small races). An indication of migrants 
arriving is the presence of small races; "hundreds" had arrived in Cherry 
Co by 20 October (RG). Summering birds in the east RWB were all 
"bigs"; 19 were counted on 11 August (JGJ), but a small bird, identified 
as a hutchinsii ("Richardson's Goose"), summered at LM and remained at 
least through 19 September (SJD, JJD). There are no other summer 
records of small races. 

Trumpeter Swan : Routine reports. 

Wood Duck : Two were still found at Verdon L, Richardson Co, on 30 
November (LF, CF). 

Gadwall: Routine reports. 

American Wiaeon : Routine reports. 

American Black Duck : None was reported; usually a few are found in 
November at DeSoto NWR, but few Mallards had arrived by the end of the 
period (See the following description.). 

Mallard : The only concentration was 2,000 to 3,000 reported at DeSoto 
NWR on 30 November (DM); fall numbers are usually much larger, but 
the birds arrive only when weather conditions dictate, not the case 
through November. 

Blue-winged Teal : Early movement, possibly area birds flocking, was 
evident at Alma on 4 August, when 18 arrived on the East SL, the first 
seen since June (GH, WH). The best counts were mediocre: 458 at LO on 
19 September (SJD) and 300 at Tekemah SL on 25 August (JGJ). 
Cinnamon Teal : None was reported, possibly because males molt into 
eclipse in early August and are inconspicuous prior to leaving in August to 
September. 

Northern Shoveler : The best count reached 1,500 at North Platte SL 
on 9 November (JGJ). A good count for the date was the 200 totaled at 
DeSoto NWR on 30 November (DM). 

Northern Pintail : Concentrations are far smaller in fall than in 
spring; the best counts of 350 were both made at single east RWB 
locations, one with no hunting allowed, on 18 September and again on 20 
October (JGJ). The 240 tallied at Kissinger Basin on 3 September (JGJ) 
represents a good count for the rather early date. 
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Green-winged Teal : A good count for the beginning of migration was 
the 118 recorded at Oliver Res on 9 August (SJD). The best count was 
2,023 made at LM on 15 September (SJD, JF). 

Canvasback : The 1 to 2 birds present through July at LO remained at 
least until 19 September (SJD); this sighting is only the 10th summer 
record away from the breeding range. In common with other diving 
ducks, few were reported, as fine weather conditions this fall delayed the 
arrival of many duck species. 

Redhead : The two birds spotted at Alma East SL between 4 and 18 August 
(GH, WH) and one noted at Johnson Basin on 13 August (MU) were 
probably early fall migrants; the four seen at Oliver Res on 15 August 
were considered migrants by the observer (SJD). Few were reported. 
Rina-necked Duck : A female found at L Alice on 24 August (SJD) was 
probably an early fall migrant; this species is only casual in summer. No 
large concentrations were reported. 

Greater Scaup: None was reported; early dates occur in late October. 
Lesser Scaup : Rare in summer, the one identified at Johnson Basin on 
13 August (MU) was probably an early migrant. The best count totaled 
only 100, at BOL on 1 November (LE). 

Harlequin Duck : There were exciting developments with this species: 
an adult male in alternate plumage was seen at Willow Creek L, Pierce Co, 
on 21 November by a Nebraska Game and Parks biologist and avid duck 
hunter (Scott Wessel, fide EB, MB). This sighting would have been the 
2nd documented record except that a Harlequin Duck hanging on the wall 
of Scott Wessel's office in Pierce turns out to be the bird (also an 
alternate male) which was collected at Calamus Res on 6 November 1992 
and for which little information had previously been available (see 
"Birds of Nebraska"). Thus there are now 3 documented Nebraska 
records, along with 4 undocumented reports. 

Surf Scoter : The only report was of a female/immature seen at the 
Niobrara SL on 6 November (MB). 

White-winaed Scoter : None was reported. Arrival dates occur in late 
October. 

Black Scoter : The only report was of one located at LO on 9 November, 
"about the only bird there" (JGJ), a rather different situation from the 
last two years. 

Bufflehead : The best count among the few reported was the 145 tallied 
at Wehrspann L on 29 November (BP, LP). 

Common Goldeneye : The first to arrive were noted in Cedar and Knox 
Cos on 29 November (SV) as well as 7 spotted at Wehrspann L the same 
day (BP, LP). Five were found at Alma South SL on 30 November (GH, 
WH); no others were reported. 

Hooded Merganser This species is rare in the Panhandle in summer; a 
single was identified at L Alice on 24 August (SJD). Also westerly and 
likely non-breeders or fall dispersers were the 4 seen at LO on 20 August 
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(SJD, JJD) and the one found at LM on 15 September (SJD). The best 
count reached 35 at Wehrspann L on 29 November (BP, LP). 

Common Merganser : The usual buildup of presumed molt migrants 
was noted at L Alice: up to 82 were found there between 9 and 24 August 
(SJD). The first migrants were noted in Grant Co on 17 October (RG), a 
rather early date, and at Cunningham L, where 12 were found on 28 
November (JGJ). By 30 November, at least 3,000 had arrived at HCR 
(GH, WH). 

Red-breasted Merganser : A female located at LO between 9 and 20 
August (SJD) was presumably the same bird present in mid-summer. 
This sighting marks the first summer record for the state. Few were 
reported elsewhere: 2 males in basic plumage were seen at LO on 1 
October (LR, RH), and 6 were found at BOL on 18 November (JGJ). 
Ruddv Duck : Although not often noted breeding in the east RWB, a second 
brood for the season was seen at Sinninger Basin on 11 August (JGJ). A 
single located at Alma East SL on 18 August (GH, WH) may have been 
either an early migrant or failed breeder. The best count was only 55, 
tallied at HCR on 7 November (GH, WH). 

Os prev : Two birds, apparently not cohabitating, located in the LM area 
on 9 August (SJD) were the earliest ever for fall; one wonders if Ospreys 
will eventually nest in the area. Almost as early was one spotted near 
Fremont on 16 August (DP, JP). The best count totaled 8 at LM on 19 
September (SJD). The latest was one seen in Morrill Co on 15 November 
(PD, DD); the latest fall dates occur between 18 and 21 November. 
Mississippi Kite : At least 4 adults were seen at the expected locations 
in Ogallala between 20 and 31 August (SJD, JJD, BP, LP). In recent 
falls, usually in September, sightings of this species have increased; 
presumably they represent fall dispersers returning southward. Most are 
immatures, but an adult was identified at NNF on 29 September (CNK), a 
rather late date. 

Bald Eagle : Sightings of both adults and immatures around the state in 
summer are becoming fairly routine as this species nests in more 
locations and ranges widely for food. Although birds were found some 
distance from known breeding sites, there are still few such reports. 
Immatures (same bird?) were located at LM on 9 and on 20 August (SJD, 
JJD). Probably early migrants, however, were the 2 immatures seen 
from the Platte River SP observation tower on 9 September (CNK). No 
large numbers occurred before the end of the period; the best count 
reached 12 at DeSoto NWR on 30 November (DM). Lucy Koenig (fide AK) 
provided some interesting nesting phenology data on the birds nesting at L 
Alice. The adults were seen working on a new nest on 5 February as the 
old one had fallen out of the tree; incubation was underway by 19 
February, and young were being fed on 30 March. The first chick was 
fledged between 7 and 11 June; and all 3 fledglings were spotted flying by 
22 June. This site has had good success over the last 10 years or so. 
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Northern Harrier : An immature seen in York Co on 19 August (JGJ) 
was suggestive of local breeding. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk : Routine reports. 

Cooper's Hawk : A good count away from a hawkwatch was the 3 found in 
the east RWB on 18 September (JGJ). 

Northern Goshawk : The only report was of one located along the Platte 
River near Ogallala on 12 October (GJ). 

Red-shouldered Hawk : The only report was of one spotted at the 
regular location, FF, on 11 October (B). 

Broad-winaed Hawk : About 5 birds were reported, a pretty meager 
showing, all in the period from 8 to 30 September. 3 of the 5, however, 
were identified at surprising westerly locations. An adult was found at LO 
on 19 September (SJD); and 2 adults, including one dark morph, were 
spotted at NNF on 29 September (CNK, mob.). 

Swainson's Hawk : An excellent count of migrants was the 1000+ that 
flew over Seward in 4 large kettles of 200 to 300 birds each over a 
20-minute period on 2 October; only a single non-Swainson's Hawk was 
noted, a Red-tail (JG). Other groups of several hundred were reported as 
"probably Swainson's" over Goehner and Alvo on 1 October (fide KP). 
Red-tailed Hawk : Of the 32 birds counted in Phelps Co on 21 October, 
3 were dark forms (LR, RH); the first dark forms usually appear in 
early October, and provide a good indicator of the start of fall movement. 
A single harlani was spotted in Sarpy Co on 17 November (CNK). 
Ferruginous Hawk : None was reported east of either Orleans, where 
an adult was seen on 4 November (GH, WH) or Buffalo Co, where a dark 
morph bird was identified on 11 November (MU). Something of an 
eastward drift occurs in late fall. 

Rouah-legged Hawk : The two birds identified as this species were 
found at a prairie-dog "town" west of Kearney on 7 September (no 
details); this date is a rather early for a fall in which no significant 
influx was noted. No others were reported until 21 October, a single 
found at Grand Island (RG); and only about 15 birds were reported in all. 
Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 

American Kestrel : The 30+ totaled in Scotts Bluff Co on 1 September 
(KL) represents a good count. 

Merlin : This species continues to occur in good numbers; about 25 were 
reported for the period, of both expected subspecies. Columbarius, the 
northerly breeder and long-distance migrant, is darker than the prairie 
breeder richardsonii, a short-distance migrant and probably the more 
numerous of the two in Nebraska. A single columbarius was seen on 18 
September in the east RWB (JGJ); 1 to 2 birds were identified on 4 
occasions in Knox Co between 16 September and 10 November (MB); and 
a "very dark" bird was found near Atlanta on 24 November (LR, RH). 
Reports of richardsonii included an immature found at Johnson Basin on 
28 October (LR, RH); a female located in Lancaster Co on 1 November 
(LE); and a single spotted in Creighton on 28 November (MB). Others 
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were not identified to subspecies. Fall migrants may appear in 
mid-August, although the 2 located in Dixon Co on 5 August (JJ) were a 
bit earlier than usual. The one photographed at Johnson Basin on 13 
August (MU) had arrived at about the expected time for the species. 
Prairie Falcon : The one found near Harvard on 20 October was the 
observer's earliest record for the east RWB region (JGJ). Easterly 
reports were surprisingly numerous and included one spotted in Knox Co 
on 23 September (MB), the 3rd-earliest ever in the east (There is a 
specimen for 14 August.); one identified in Douglas Co on 26 October 
(MB); and one found at Gavin's Point Dam on 8 November (B). 

Peregrine Falcon : About 7 were reported in the period between 13 
August and 7 October, about normal for this species. 

Gray Partridge : There appear to be a few small populations established 
in central and southern Sioux Co (fide HKH); 12 were discovered in a 
rancher's yard there on 8 August (Vonnie Hatch, fide HKH). There may be 
two sources for these birds: an establishing population along the North 
Platte close to Nebraska in Wyoming and releases a few years ago in 
central and southern Sioux Co. In the usual northeast Nebraska range, one 
was seen in Knox Co on 29 November (SV). No others were reported. 
Ring-necked Pheasant : Routine reports. 

Ruffed Grouse : An attempt was made to introduce this species at ICSP in 
1968, but it was unsuccessful. More recently, releases were made in 
Atchison Co, Missouri, across the Missouri River from Nemaha Co, 
Nebraska, and a few birds may be persisting from this release (fide Scott 
Taylor). Of great interest, therefore, was a report with good details from 
a knowledgeable observer of 2 birds flushed in southern Nemaha Co on 12 
August. The observer is an experienced turkey hunter but has not heard 
grouse drumming in the area. Of course, these birds may have been 
released in the area, although there is no information to confirm or 
disprove this possibility. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse : A good sign of productivity was the discovery of 

5 hens—each with 5 to 7 half-grown chick—between mile markers 158 
and 160 on highway 71 north of Crawford on 19 August (KL). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken : Another encouraging sign for the species 
at SCP was the 8 birds found there on 25 October (MB). This large 
isolated prairie retains a small breeding population. The one bird seen on 
2 November just south of Creighton in Antelope Co was considered to be at 
an unusual location (MB); this location sits at the eastern edge of the 
range north of the Platte River. 

Wild Turkev : The largest flock seen to date by the observers in the area 
was the 55 counted near Republican City on 30 November (GH, WH). 
Northern Bobwhite : The 14 almost half-grown chicks seen at SCP on 

6 August (KP) were apparently fledged (no adults present). 

Virginia Rail: None was reported. 

S-Ora : Routine reports. 
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American Coot : Two broods of 1 to 2 week-old young noted at Kiowa 
Springs on 15 August were considered "very late" (SJD). Migrants had 
appeared at BOL by 13 October, when 385 were counted (LE). 

Sandhill Crane : The one spotted at Harvard Marsh on 3 September 
(MB) may have been the bird heard there during July (see Summer 
Report). The best count was 1000 over Scotts Bluff Co on 5 October 
(AK); no other large groups were reported. No migrants were reported 
prior to 5 October; a flock flew at a high altitude over Bassett that day 
also (CH). The three birds seen on a mudflat near Alma on 17 October 
"seemed out of place" (GH, WH). Easterly were 3 birds identified at Wolf 
L, Saunders Co, on 4 November (TH). 

Whooping Crane : None was reported. 

Shorebirds: Steve Dinsmore observed that numbers of shorebirds at 
LM were "mysteriously lower" than a year ago despite abundant habitat; 
the lake level (ft above sea level) dropped rapidly starting in early July 
to 3,235 on 1 August, reaching a low of 3,228 in mid-September, rising 
slowly thereafter. 

Black-bellied Plover : A good count was the 16 tallied at LM on 20 
August (SJD, JJD). 

American Golden-Plover : Most adults migrate in fall along the 
Atlantic Coast, and thus interior birds tend to be juveniles, appearing in 
September and October; this pattern held true this fall, with all reports 
occurring between 15 September and 28 October. The best count was the 
62 reported in the east RWB on 28 October (JGJ), a rather late 
appearance for a large number. Rare westward, 6 were spotted at LM 1 
on 15 September (SJD, JF); a single was also noted there on 19 
September (SJD). 

Snowy Plover: Exciting was the discovery at LM on 10 August of a 
female with 3 young about 3 weeks old; this identification took place at 
the spot where a female had been seen in late July (SJD). This breeding 
record is only the 3rd for the state and 2nd for LM; the other sighting 
occurred on the Missouri River in northeastern Nebraska. 
Semioalmated Plover : The 16 birds reported at LM between 15 and 
19 September was an excellent count (SJD, JF); and the single found at 
Johnson Basin on 14 October (LR, RH) was rather late. 

Piping Plover : Most depart rather early in fall; the 7 spotted at LM on 
9 August was "way down from 2 weeks ago" (SJD), when 62 were counted 
on 21 July (see Summer Report). However, 13 were located at LM on 20 
August (SJD, JJD); and 2 juveniles lingered there until 19 September 
(SJD), a rather late date. A good count was the 15 birds in a flock near 
Ponca SP on 19 August (BFH), presumably from the population breeding 
in the area. 

Killdeer: An excellent count of presumed flocking postbreeders was the 
161 totaled at LM on 10 August (SJD). Also an excellent count was the 
250 found at Johnson Basin on 7 October (LR, RH); these likely were 
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true migrants. The one located at Wehrspann L on 27 November (JGJ) 
and 5 found at PL on 25 November (LE) were a bit tardy. 

American Avocet : The 184 tallied in southwestern Sheridan Co on 14 
September (SJD) was an excellent count. 

Greater Yellowlegs : The singles found at Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, on 
6 November (LR, RH) and at Sinninger Basin on 9 November (JGJ) were 
tardy. 

Lesser Yellowlegs : An excellent count reached 305 at LM on 19 
September (SJD). 

Solitary Sandpiper : Routine reports. 

Willet : There were only 3 reports; willets are reported far less often in 
fall than in spring. Singles were seen at LM on 20 August (SJD, JJD), at 
PL on 2 September (LE), and in Cherry Co on 29 September (fide NOU), 
the latter a rather late date. 

Spotted Sandpiper : Routine reports. 

Upland Sandpiper : Routine reports. 

Long-billed Curlew : Only the 5th September report ever was a 
juvenile spotted at LM between 15 and 19 Sep (SJD, JF); most birds 
leave by mid-August. 

Marbled Godwit : The one identified at Johnson Basin on 20 September 
(SJD) remained until 7 October (LR, RH), a rather late date. This 
sighting represents also only the 16th fall record for the species east of 
the Panhandle. A good fall count was the 16 tallied at LM on 9 August 
(SJD). 

Ruddy Turnstone : Only casual in fall, a juvenile was spotted at HCR on 
20 September (SJD), the 13th fall record for Nebraska. No others were 
reported. 

Red Knot : There were two reports of this casual migrant, the 15th and 
16th documented fall records. A molting adult was located at LM on 20 
August (SJD, JF); and 2 juveniles were spotted there between 15 and 19 
September (SJD, JF). Most recent records come from LM. 

Sanderlina : The 222 totaled at LM on 15 September (SJD, JF) marks 
a record fall count. The one seen at Sinninger Basin on 22 September was 
the observer's first fall record for the east RWB (JGJ). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper : The best count was a moderate 65 tallied at 
Johnson Basin on 19 August (LR, RH). The one bird that remained there 
until 14 October (LR, RH) provided a new late (documented) fall date. 
Also rather late were 4 seen at PL on 7 October (LE). Confusion with 
Western Sandpiper is possible by mid-October, even in juvenal plumage, 
but especially after prebasic molt. 

Western Sandpiper : None was reported east of Phelps Co, although the 
species is said to be a statewide migrant ("Birds of Nebraska"). Birds 
found at LM were carefully aged: 1 to 2 adults were found there between 9 
and 15 August, with one of the 9 August birds in molt; and 1 to 4 
juveniles were identified there between 15 August and 19 September 
(SJD, JF). The earliest date for a juvenile reported in Nebraska is 13 

















JLZflL 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vpl 69 Nq.4 


August. Other reports were of unaged birds: 5 were seen at FL on 12 
August (LR, RH); Johnson Basin had a single on 24 August (B) and 8 on 7 
October (LR, RH); and Oliver Res had one on 24 August (SJD) and 3 on 1 
September (TEL), all within the usual migration period. 

Least Sandpiper : A record fall count was the 271 totaled at Johnson 
Basin on 20 September (SJD); and another excellent count was 203 at 
LM on 19 September (SJD). The only aged bird report was of a juvenile 
located near Memphis on 18 August (WRS), about the time when 
juveniles first appear. 

White-rumped Sandpiper : There were 2 reports, one without details. 
Good details were provided for 5 juveniles seen at L North, Platte Co, on 9 
September (DP, JP). This species is extremely rare west of the 
Mississippi in fall, with few documented records. I am aware of only one 
specimen, taken at Cheyenne Bottoms, Kansas, on 29 September 1957, 
#B590 in the Emporia State University, Kansas, collection, and one 
photo, of an adult at St Louis, Missouri, in early September a few years 
ago. At best this species is casual in fall, with only one prior documented 
record for Nebraska, a sight record of an adult identified at Harvard 
Marsh on 20 July 2001. 

Baird's Sandpiper : There are at least 3 counts of over 4,000 at LM on 
single fall dates, and this year the 3,976 counted there on 9 August (SJD) 
came close. These very high counts all occur in the period from 27 July 
to 22 August, suggestive of adults rather than juveniles (although the 22 
August count of 4,109 may have included juveniles, which arrive mid to 
late August). Numbers in the east were by contrast very low, with the 
best count only 101 tallied in the east RWB on 28 October (JGJ); they 
were presumably juveniles. This pattern of high numbers of adults 
staging at LM early in migration and smaller numbers of juveniles 
following statewide has occurred in the past few years of accurate 
shorebird counts at LM (SJD) and in the east RWB (JGJ). 

Pectoral Sandpiper : The best counts reached 245 in the east RWB on 
11 August (JGJ) and 235 at LM on 19 September (SJD). 

Dunlin : A late fall migrant, as adults delay migration until all birds 
have molted, the only reports were of 2 seen in the east RWB on 5 October 
(JGJ); one spotted at HCR on 22 October (GH, WH); and one noted in the 
east RWB on 28 October (JGJ). Most migrants pass through in the second 
half of October. 

Stilt Sandpiper : The second- and third-best counts ever for fall totaled 
740 at LM on 15 September (SJD, JF) and 632 (including 570 at 
Sinninger Basin alone) in the east RWB on 11 Aug (JGJ). Rather late 
were a single spotted in the east RWB on 28 October (JGJ) and as many as 
45 located at Johnson Basin the same day (LR, RH). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper : Rare westward, 2 were found at LM, an 
adult seen on 9 August (SJD) and a juvenile identified there on 15 
September (SJD, JF). The one seen in Cherry Co on 29 September (fide 
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NOU; no details) was rather late and westerly. Only 14 others were 
reported, all from the east RWB eastward. 

Short-billed Dowitcher : All reports were of juveniles, the easiest 
age class to identify in fall; most Nebraska fall records are indeed of 
juveniles. A total of only 8 birds was reported, in the period from 15 
August to 20 September (JGJ, SJD; details). These dates signify new 
early and late dates for documented juveniles. Among the 8 reported, the 
single seen at LM 19 September (SJD, details) was the first for the west. 
Long-billed Dowitcher : Numbers were "very low" this fall at LM 
(SJD), but they must have gone to Johnson Basin, where a near-record 
800 were found on 14 October (LR, RH). The next best count was 95+ 
located at Johnson Basin on both 7 and 28 October (LR, RH). 

Common Snipe : The singles seen in the east RWB on 17 August (JGJ) 
and at Johnson Basin on 19 August (MU photo, LR, RH) were probably 
early migrants, although there had been a sighting or two in the east RWB 
during July (see Summer Report). Breeding could occur at either 
location. The best count was only 11, made at FL on 26 August (LR, RH). 
American Woodcock : The only report was of one spotted near 
Creighton on 9 September (MB). Few are reported in fall, probably 
because observers do not look for them. Fall migrants occur in weedy 
fields and even cornfields. 

Wilson's Phalarope: This species flocks up and begins moving early in 
fall; 352 were counted at Scotts Bluff SL as early as 9 August (SJD). 
Red-necked Phalarope : An excellent fall count was the 21 found in 
southwestern Sheridan Co on 14 September (SJD, JF). 

Pomarine Jaeger : A juvenile was seen chasing Franklin's Gulls below 
Gavin's Point Dam on 21 October (MB) and another, possibly the same 
bird, flew over Santee into Knox Co the same day, 21 October (MB, PW). 
Another was seen below Gavin's Point Dam a few days later (David Stage 
fide MB). These sightings may all have been of the same bird; if so, it was 
the 11th documented record for the species, all in fall. 

Parasitic Jaeaer : The only report involved 2 birds found at LM on 15 
September, a light morph subadult and an intermediate morph juvenile 
(SJD, JF), marking only the 4th and 5th documented records for this 
species, also all in fall. 

Long-tailed Jaeger : Completing the jaeger sweep was a light morph 
adult identified at LM on 19 September (SJD). This sighting signifies the 
4th documented record, all occurring in the period between 1 September 
and 3 October; this sighting is also the first of an adult. 

Jaeger, so. : A jaeger located at LM on 19 Sep was left unidentified to 
species, but it may have been a very dark juvenile Parasitic Jaeger 
(SJD). It appears from reports in recent years that jaegers are regular 
fall migrants, especially at large bodies of water like LM that attract 
gulls and terns. 

Franklin's Gull : Fall aggregations at large reservoirs can be mind 
boggling, such as the 23,300 located at HCR on 20 September (SJD), and 
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the 13,740 found at LM on 19 September (SJD). The fall record high 
count is 85,000! One bird seen at LO on 20 August was nearly all white 
(SJD, JJD). 

Ronaparte's Gull: One seen with Ring-billed Gulls on 18 August at 
Niobrara (MB) was one of only 6 records for July and August. A basic 
adult located at HCR on 20 September was also rather early (SJD); there 
are fewer than 20 reports even for September. Only about 10 to 15 were 
reported for the period, a very poor total for this species. 

Rina-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull : Reports away from LM included an adult found at HCR 
on 20 September (SJD), where the species is only casual, and 2 adults 
spotted at L Minatare on 24 August (SJD). Numbers at LM had climbed to 
90 by 19 September (SJD); peak fall counts have been in the 100 to 150 
range. 

Herring Gull : There are fewer than 25 documented records prior to 
mid-September, none of adults; this fall, 3 first alternate birds were 
present on 9 August and a 3rd alternate bird joined them the next day 
(SJD). Eight birds were present on 20 August (SJD, JJD). A first 
alternate bird discovered at L Minatare on 15 August was joined by a 
juvenile on 24 August (SJD). One bird spotted at L Alice on 22 September 
(AK) was unaged, but the basic adult seen at LO 1 October (LR, RH) was 
early for an adult. The earliest documented fall record of an adult is 29 
September. Only about 25 birds were reported prior to the end of the 
period. 

Thaver’s Gull: The only report was of a "probable first winter" bird 
identified at Cunningham L on 27 November; the observer only managed a 
brief look (JGJ). In recent years, this species has been reported a few 
times each year by 30 November. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull : A fourth alternate bird was found at LM 
on 15 September (SJD, JF; details); this sighting represents the 14th 
fall record for the state. Most fall records are of immatures, in contrast 
to spring, where most reports are of adults. 

Great Black-backed Gull : An adult was spotted at LM between 15 and 
28 September (SJD photos, JF, JGJ), only the 3rd fall record and about 
the 15th overall for the state. 

Sabine’s Gull: About 17 were reported statewide, all juveniles in the 
short period from 14 to 22 September on major reservoirs: 1 to 2 at 
Gavin’s Point Dam between 14 and 16 September (SV, EL); 5 to 8 at LM 
between 15 and 19 September (SJD, JF); one at HCR on 20 September 
(SJD; amongst 15,000 Franklin's Gulls!); and one at BOL on 22 
September (LE). The 8 birds seen at LM on 15 September (SJD) mark 
the 2nd highest fall count ever. 

Caspian Tern : The only reports were of singles found in Cedar Co on 1 
August (SV); at LM on 20 August (SJD, JJD); at Oliver Res on 24 August 
(SJD); and 3 spotted at LM on 19 September (SJD). 
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Common Tern : A single adult located at LM on 9 August (SJD) was a 
little early. An excellent count was the 11 tallied at L Minatare on 14 
September, including 2 molting adults and 9 juveniles (SJD, JF). Most 
fall reports involve molting adults and juveniles. 

Forster's Tern : The 91 totaled at LM 14 Sep (SJD, JF) represents a 
record fall count. At Wagontrain L, Lancaster Co, a molting adult was seen 
feeding a juvenile a small fish on 18 August, indicating that migration 
begins while juveniles are still dependent (WRS). 

Least Tern : The only reports were from LM, where 2 adults and 2 
juveniles were found on 10 August-and an adult was spotted feeding a 
juvenile on 20 August (SJD, JJD)~and from Niobrara, where 16 were 
counted on 18 August (MB), the best ever fall count. 

Black Tern : The bird spotted in Cedar Co on 30 September (SV) was 
rather late. The best count was a moderate 81 made at LO on 9 August 
(SJD). 

Rock Dove : Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove : Nesting was noted at Minden, where a pair 
built on an antenna; no date was provided (Larry Lehman, fide CN, DN), 
although birds had been reported in Minden in April and June this year. 
This species is now widespread in towns in the southwestern half of the 
state; an excellent count was the 15 made in a Lexington yard on 25 
November (MB). Southeasterly reports included the first Seward Co 
record, one at Seward on 23 September (JG), and one in Omaha (Ed 
Higgins, fide EA), where there have been surprisingly few reports. The 
one seen on the west edge of Creighton on 2 Oct and on 25 November (MB) 
provided the first records for Knox Co. There are few records as yet from 
the northeast. 

Mourning Dove : Somewhat late were 2 feathered one-third-grown 
young found in a nest at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 8 September (WRS); and 
definitely taking a chance were the adults discovered with 2 eggs in a 
nest at CLNWR on 2 September. (JGJ). 

Black-billed Cuckoo : Routine reports. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo : The 8 tallied in southeastern Nebraska on 18 
August (WRS) was a good count; peak migration occurs at about this time. 
A bit late was the one seen at Ponca SP on 3 October (BFH). 

Barn Owl : At the traditional CCM location, 1 to 2 were noted between 10 
and 20 August (SJD, JJD); and another was seen at CLNWR on 14 
September (SJD, JF). This species is rarely reported away from western 
Nebraska. 

Eastern Screech-Owl : A hatching-year bird banded at Bellevue on 30 
October was of a western race (RG), presumably the pale swenki, which 
occupies the northwestern part of the range of this species, including 
Nebraska. 

Great Horned Owl : A fledged, essentially full-feathered juvenile 
making begging calls was spotted accompanied by an adult at Burchard L, 
Pawnee Co, on 18 August (WRS). 
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Snowv Owl : Possibly precursors of an influx this winter, two were 
reported before the end of the period. The one picked up dead near 
Gothenburg on 16 November was very thin (Barb Tebble fide CH); and 
another was found 4 miles north of Jackson on 21 November (fide KP). A 
"large white raptor" briefly seen near Bassett on 9 November may have 
been a Snowy Owl (CH). 

Burrowing Owl : Routine reports. 

Barred Owl: Routine reports. 

Long-eared Owl : None was reported. 

Short-eared Owl: The only report was of one located at WSR on 25 
August (SJD); breeding probably occurs in the area. 

Common Niqhthawk : Rather late was the one spotted over Nebraska 
City on 11 October (LF, CF). The best counts reached 78+ west of 
Scottsbluff on 26 August (KL); 50 at Gering Cem on 4 August (PD, DD); 
and "dozens and dozens" (48+?) at Papillion on 24 August (EC). 
Common Poorwill : The one seen at Wildcat Hills on 5 October was 
sitting on the road and flew only when it was touched (Bob deLara fide 
KL); this record is rather late, but there are a few others as late as late 
October. 

Chuck-will's-widow: The only report was of one identified calling at 
Wolf L, Saunders Co, on 4 August (TH). The latest Nebraska dates are 15 
and 18 Aug, the latter also from Wolf L. 

Whip-poor-will : None was reported. Departure is completed by early 
September. 

Chimney Swift : Somewhat late for central Nebraska were the 12 
spotted over Alma on 12 October (GH, WH). 

White-throated Swift: Routine reports. 

Rubv-throated Hummingbird : Towards the western edge of the 
Nebraska range, 1 to 3 migrants were located at an Alma feeder between 
15 August and 8 September (GH, WH). In a southwestern Dixon Co yard, 
5 per day, 4 males and a female, were present from 14 to 19 August 
(JJ); in the same yard, one chased a Barn Swallow and a Chipping 
Sparrow, but left the observer alone (JJ). Also in southwestern Dixon 
Co, the last reported was a female seen on 17 September (JJ). 

Costa's Hummingbird : An exciting first state record was an apparent 
immature male at the Lexington feeder of Kathy Neiderdeppe from 11 to 
1 5 November (LR, RH, JK, MU, m.ob.) The bird had apparently been 
visiting the feeder for about 5 weeks, putting its arrival at about 7 
October; the bird’s presence was reported when its lateness aroused the 
curiosity of the feeder owner, and the species was correctly identified as a 
Costa's by LR and RH. The bird was photographed by MU, who was 
familiar with its calls from experience in Los Angeles. The calls were 
described as a "zing" and a high-pitched "grinding" sound usually given in 
5 notes. Also noted was the whitish supercilium and the tips of the 
primaries that reached to the end of the tail (LR, RH). There are 2 
records for Kansas, summer 1990 in Wallace Co and 5 November 1993 
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near Lawrence (fide Lloyd Moore); and an adult male was spotted at Crow 
Valley Campground, Colorado, about 40 miles from Kimball Co, Nebraska, 
from 17 to 18 May 2001, the only Colorado record (SJD, JF). 

Calliope Hummingbird : In what turned out to be an amazing fall for 
hummingbirds, there were two reports: one was seen at WSR from 9 to 
10 August, described as "very small" and with a "very short beak"; it 
drank from a garden hose while the observer watered her garden (HKH). 
The other was an immature male found at Bushnell on 9 August (SJD; 
details). These signify the 4th and 5th fall records; the 3rd was in July 
of this summer (see Summer Report). The 5 fall records to date all occur 
in the period between 30 July and 10 August. There were also a number 
of records of this species in western Kansas this fall. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird : A feeder in Mitchell hosted 1 to 2 on 8 
August (KL), while unexpected was a male found at CPBS on 20 August 
(SJD, JJD; details). This sighting represents about the 8th fall record 
east of the Panhandle. 

Rufous Hummingbird : The most common of the western hummers in 
Nebraska, this species appeared in numbers this fall. An amazing 9+ 
were counted in Kimball Co on 9 August (SJD). Including those seen in 
late July (Summer Report), 25 to 30 were reported in the period from 7 
July (a very early male) through 25 August, the latter appearing in 
Mitchell (KL). Farther east, a single was spotted at LM on 10 August 
(SJD). 

Belted Kingfisher : Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: An immature observed in a Dixon Co yard on 
30 September until October was a little late (JJ). Two adults and 3 
juveniles were seen at SCP on 20 August (KP). Rare in the southern 
Panhandle, one was spotted in southwestern Kimball Co on 14 September 
(SJD, JF). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker : One was located rather far west at CCM on 
19 September (SJD); there are very few records west of Keith Co. The 
resident bird (birds?) at McGrew is seen "every 2 weeks or so" (fide 
AK). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker : There were only 5 reports: the immature 
noted at Bellevue on 20 September (BP, LP) was rather early. Other 
reports included singles found at FF on 29 September (BP, LP) and at 
Nebraska City on 30 September (LE); in addition, two were spotted at 
Hillcrest Cem, Omaha, on 6 October (B), and one was identified at ADF on 
18 and 19 November (LF, CF). 

Red-naoed Sapsucker : There were 3 reports. Singles were found at 
WSR on 19 and 29 September (HKH), possibly the same bird; and two 
were spotted at Oliver Res on 26 September (JAS). Although neither of 
the preceding reports was accompanied by details, 9 of the 10 fall 
reports--only 5 of which are documented--fall in the period between 13 
September and 4 October. 

Hownv W oodpecker: Routine reports. 
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Hairv Woodpecker : Although distributed statewide, numbers are low in 
the southern Panhandle; the single found at Oliver Res on 24 August was 
considered a "very rare" sighting by the observer (SJD). 

Northern Flicker: Summering flickers in the western Panhandle tend 
to be "salmon-shafted", thus a red-shafted bird spotted at Oliver Res on 1 
September (TEL) was likely an early migrant. An excellent count of 43 
made in Scotts Bluff and Morrill Cos on 3 September consisted of mostly 
yellow-shafted birds (KL); these were also likely early migrants, as 
summering birds in this part of the Panhandle also tend not to be 
particularly yellow-shafted. The first red-shafted flicker reached Phelps 
Co on 21 October (LR, RH). 

Pileated Woodpecker : Reports away from FF are suggestive of fall 
wandering, possibly as the population in the lower Missouri Valley 
increases. One was seen at Hummel Park, Omaha, on 8 November (Mark 
Tarleton fide CNK). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher : The one seen at FL on 12 August (LR, RH) 
was rather early, while the one identified at FF on 1 October was rather 
late (BP, LP). Rare in the Panhandle in fall, one was spotted at Oliver Res 
on 1 September (TEL). Only 10 were reported. 

Western Wood-Pewee: The one seen at WSR on 14 September (HKH) 
was rather late, as was another noted at Gering Cem on 11 September 
(AK). The 24 unspecified wood-pewees tallied at Oliver Res on 1 
September (JGJ, TEL) represent an excellent count; most if not all were 
likely this species. None was reported east of the Panhandle. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee : Excellent counts were the 13 totaled in 
southeastern Nebraska on 18 August (WRS) and the 13 found in Lancaster 
Co on 26 August (LE). 

Emoidonax species : Interesting data were obtained by mist netting and 
sight observations at WSR on 25 August; of 16 empids, 4 were Willows, 
3 Least, 1 each Dusky and Hammond's, and 7 unidentified to species (see 
also the individual species accounts). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher : The only report was of one spotted at 
Platte River SP on 7 September (B; no details). This date is within the 
expected range for fall migration. 

Willow Flycatcher: Documented records for any empid in the fall are 
valuable. At least 4 Willows were identified, two of which were netted, at 
WSR on 25 August (SJD, HKH). Another was identified at Oliver Res on 
19 September (SJD, details). This species is currently considered an 
uncommon fall migrant statewide ("Birds of Nebraska"). 

Least Flycatcher : Of the 3+ in the area, 2 were netted at WSR on 25 
August (SJD, HKH, AK), and 2 more were netted there on 30 August 
(SJD, m.ob.) This statewide migrant appears very early in fall; one was 
found in Dixon Co on 5 August (JJ). The 10 totaled at Oliver Res on 1 
September (TEL) marks a good count. 

Hammond's Flycatcher : Four were found this fall, including one 
netted at WSR on 25 August (SJD, HKH, AK), the earliest to date. Others 
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included singles seen at Bushnell Cem on 1 September (TJ); at Oliver Res 
("possible") on 1 September (TEL); and at LO on 15 September (SJD, 
details). There are now 14 fall records, east to Adams Co, in the period 
between 25 August to 21 September. 

Duskv Flycatcher : This species is proving to be a regular component of 
the empid movement through the Panhandle in fall. This fall, 5 were 
found, including singles netted at Oliver Res on 24 August (SJD, JAS) and 
at WSR on 25 August (SJD, HKH, AK). Others included singles spotted at 
Oliver Res ("possible") on 1 September (TEL), on 7 September (SJD), 
and on 14 September (SJD, JF). In the past two falls, netting and careful 
field observation indicate that fall passage occurs between 24 August and 
20 September, with an earlier record on 21 July. 

Eastern Phoebe : Adults with juveniles were reported at Burchard L, 
Pawnee Co, on 18 August (WRS) and near Gibbon on 16 September (LR, 
RH), the latter rather late. The last to leave were the 2 birds located in 
Lancaster Co on 14 October (LE). 

Sav's Phoebe : The 8 birds found in Scotts Bluff Co on 1 September (KL) 
provided an excellent count. Unusual as far east as Knox Co was the one 
seen there on 22 September (MB), only the 9th fall record for the east. 
The one spotted in Blaine Co on 29 September (MB) was rather late. 
Qr egt Cr est e d Fl ycatch er: Routine reports. 

Cassin's Kingbird : The best count reached 14 in southwestern Kimball 
Co on 10 August (SJD). 

Western Kingbird : The 34 found in southwestern Kimball Co on 15 
August (SJD) provided a good count. 

Eastern Kingbird : An excellent count totaled 78 in Buffalo Co on 1 
September (LR, RH). 

Northern Shrike : The one spotted in Cherry Co on 29 September (GW; 
no details) was rather early. 

Loggerhead Shrike : The one noted in Dixon Co on 27 October (JJ; no 
details) was rather late. 

Bell's Vireo: The 9 seen at Little Blue Area, Thayer Co, on 2 September 
(LR, RH) represent a good count. The one found at Sandpiper Basin, 
Fillmore Co, on 18 September (JGJ) was tardy. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Routine reports. 

Plumbeous Vireo : Few are reported away from breeding areas, but two 
were found this fall at Oliver Res, singles spotted on 20 August (SJD, 
JJD) and on 1 September (JGJ). These dates provide an indication of 
departure from breeding areas. 

Cassin's Vireo : As in recent falls, several were reported, indicating 
that this species is a regular fall migrant, essentially restricted to the 
Panhandle. The 12 birds reported were seen in the period between 20 
August and 7 September, including one netted at Oliver Res on 24 August 
(SJD, JAS). The single spotted at Oliver Res on 20 August (SJD, JJD) 
provided a new early date for the species. The 4 tallied at Oliver Res on 
24 August (SJD, JAS) was a good count. 
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Blue-headed Vireo : The one seen at LO on 19 September (SJD; details) 
and another identified in Hall Co on 16 September (LR, RH) represent 
only the 5th and 6th documented records away from the east. One located 
in a southwestern Dixon Co yard on 21 and 22 August (JJ) was the 
2nd-earliest ever. The best count reached 4 in Sarpy and Washington Cos 
on 16 September (WRS). 

Warbling Vireo : One was banded at Neale Woods NC on 17 November 
(Betty Grenon, Craig Hensley, fide DM); this report is the latest ever by 
about a month. Of 8 birds seen at Oliver Res on 21 August, 2 were netted, 
and both were of the Rocky Mountains subspecies brewsteri (SJD). 
Philadelphia Vireo : The 8 birds reported, more than usual, were found 
in the short period from 7 to 16 September. The bird identified at Oliver 
Res on 7 September (SJD; details) represents only the 4th Panhandle 
record. Almost in the Panhandle was another bird seen at LM on 15 
September (SJD, JF). In the east, two were found at Summit L on 7 
September (B); singles were discovered at Wilderness Park on 8 and on 
15 September (LE); one was located in Sarpy Co on 10 September (BP, 
LP); and one was identified in Knox Co on 16 September (MB). 

Red-eved Vireo : Good counts included the 13 found in Washington and 
Sarpy Cos on 3 September (WRS) and 9 noted in Lancaster Co on 8 
September (LE). Rather late was the one seen in southeastern Otoe Co on 
7 October (LF, CF). Uncommon to rare in the Panhandle, 5 were reported 
there between 20 August and 14 September (SJD, JF). 

Blue Jay : Routine reports. 

Pinvon Jav : The only report was of at least one spotted in Sioux Co on 
17 October (RG). 

Clark's Nutcracker : Stragglers can appear in summer on occasion: one 
such was sighted at the top of Scotts Bluff NM on 25 August (GH, WH; 
details). There is one prior record from the Wildcat Hills, that in 
summer 1969. 

Black-billed Magpie : Two observers in the northeast noted that this 
species has declined; it was "much diminished" in Knox Co (MB), and had 
decreased in Yankton Co, SD (SV; South Dakota needs a plug). A few 
wander east of the summer range in fall; only the 2nd modern record for 
the county was one found 6 miles south of Blair on 2 October (B). 
Easterly were 2 to 4 located in Dodge Co between 30 October and 23 
November (DP, JP) and 4 seen in Thayer Co on 3 September (LR, RH). 
American Crow : The only concentration reported was the 600 counted 
at Cottonwood Area, Phelps Co, on 21 October (LR, RH). This date marks 
about the fall migration peak for the species, which is strongly migratory 
on the Great Plains. 

Common Raven: An intriguing report of a raven located in the Pine 
Ridge was of one identified with a kettle of Turkey Vultures at Chadron SP 
on 20 September; the group of vultures roosted in pines, and a "typical 
raven call" was heard (RG). This species has been reported a few times 
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in the Pine Ridge over the years, but has not been well documented 
(photo, recording). 

Horned Lark : Routine reports. 

Purple Martin : Routine reports. 

Tree Swallow : Routine reports. 

Violet-areen Swallow: None was reported; the last dates occur in 
August. 

Northern Rough-winaed Swallow : Routine reports. 

Bank Swallow : The best count was 200 to 300, made at Kiowa Springs 
on 12 August (HKH). 

Cliff Swallow : The best counts reached 1,175 at Ponca SP on 8 August 
(JJ) and 1,000 at Johnson Basin on 19 August (LR, RH); and "thousands" 
of Barn and Cliff Swallows were found at Alma on 23 September (GH, 
WH). 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee : An excellent count was the 50 found at LO on 
1 October (LR, RH); a count of this magnitude is suggestive of some type 
of influx. Another good count totaled 23 at Wilderness Park, on 16 
November (LE). 

Tufted Titmouse : Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch : Although widely-reported, numbers were 
generally not large, totalling only about 28 birds, with the exception of 
the remarkable 43 counted at NNF on 30 September (LR, RH). The 
species breeds at NNF, but migrants must have been included in such a 
high count. The first birds noted away from potential breeding habitat 
were singles identified at Oliver Res (TEL) and in Lincoln (LE) both on 1 
September. 

White-breasted Nuthatch : The one seen at LM on 15 September was 
of the eastern race cookei (SJD, JF); this subspecies probably breeds in 
the area. 

Pvamv Nuthatch : Routine reports. 

Brown Creeper : A good count was the 6 found at Wilderness Park on 16 
November (LE). First to arrive were singles located in Knox and Cedar 
Cos on 6 October (SV). 

Rock Wren : An excellent count totaled 9 in Scotts Bluff Co on 1 
September (KL). The one spotted at CLNWR on 2 September (JGJ) was 
unexpected in such habitat and was likely dispersing. 

Carolina Wren : After a cold 2000-2001 winter when populations of 
this species were hard hit, the small group located at Methodist Cove, 
HCR, persists, after a lack of sightings through the winter, spring, and 
early summer: 1 to 2 were spotted there on 13 August (GH, WH) and on 
20 September (SJD). A few are also "repopulating" Wilderness Park: the 
first seen there since last winter was found on 11 August (LE), and 2 
were noted there on 7 October (LE). It is possible that these sightings are 
of birds which were at these locations and left when weather conditions 
became untenable, returning this summer. The birds at HCR are at a 
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location unlikely to be repopulated randomly, and this soon, by wandering 
birds. It is curious that at both sites, which experienced observers 
cover, birds reappeared in mid-August. 

House Wren : The one spotted at ADF on 21 October (LF, CF) was rather 
late. 

Winter Wren : A bird banded at NNF on 9 October was determined to be 
of the eastern subspecies hiemalis (RG), the expected subspecies in 
Nebraska (see "Birds of Nebraska"). 

Sedae Wren: Few were reported; most years see an influx to Nebraska of 
singing birds in August, which are thought to be failed breeders returning 
from north of Nebraska and attempting to try again (see "Birds of 
Nebraska"). If this hypothesis is correct, breeding up north must have 
been successful this year! The only reports included one bird seen in 
southwestern Dixon Co on 5 August (JJ) and 6 spotted at SCP on 20 
August (KP). Rather late migrants were 2 found at South Sioux City on 18 
October (BFH). 

Marsh Wren: The two located at FL on 9 September (LR, RH) 
presumably were part of the summer population there, while one 
discovered at Mud Springs, Morrill Co, on 15 November (PD, DD) must 
have been attempting to winter, as occurs regularly at seeps in the North 
Platte Valley. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet : Few were reported, with a total of only 8 
birds. The one seen at NNF on 30 September (LR,RH) was rather early. 
Rubv-crowned Kinglet : The one spotted at WSR on 25 August (SJD) 
was rather early. This species arrives in northern and western Nebraska 
about 20 days before it reaches the southeast; the first birds reported in 
the southeast were 5 located in Washington and Sarpy Cos on 16 
September (WRS). The best count was the 24 tallied in Thomas Co on 30 
September (LR, RH). 

Blue-grav Gnatcatcher : Numbers continue to be eye-opening at 
various locations recently colonized in the Panhandle. At the established 
site on Stage Hill Road, Scotts Bluff Co, 9 were counted on 9 August 
(SJD), and an amazing count of 25 to 30 birds was made from 11 to 12 
August at a new location (although a single had been reported by Dave 
Heidt in the same area 30 August 1997) for the species in canyons south 
of Redington (WM). Most of the latter birds were located in Mountain 
Mahogany thickets, similar habitat to that hosting gnatcatchers along 
Stage Hill Road; a few birds looked to be in juvenal plumage (WM). Other 
Panhandle sightings included singles spotted at Oliver Res on 24 August 
(SJD, JAS); at WSR on 30 August (SJD, HKH, JAS); at CLNWR on 2 
September (JGJ); and in southwestern Kimball Co on 14 September 
(SJD, JF), a rather late. The one found in Burt Co on 26 August (JGJ) 
was at the northern edge of the range in the southeast. The bird 
discovered at HCR on 20 September (SJD) was the western edge of the 
range in the southeast; summering birds have been known in this area for 
several years. 
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Eastern Bluebird : A westerly breeding report was of a male seen 
feeding 3 recent fledglings in Smiley Canyon, Dawes Co, on 1 August 
(RW). There are several breeding records for Dawes and Scotts Bluff Cos 
in the Panhandle. The best count totaled 29 in southeastern Otoe Co on 14 
October (LF, CF). 

Mountain Bluebird : Breeding is unknown in southwestern Kimball Co, 
but a single seen there as early as 15 August (SJD), along with a prior 
record there for 7 August, suggests that some birds leave the breeding 
range early. Few were reported. 

Townsend's Solitaire : The one found at WSR on 30 August (SJD, HKH, 
JAS) was a bit early, although about on time for the first fall birds to 
appear in the northwest. One had arrived in Thomas Co by 30 September 
(LR, RH). A bit far south and east was one spotted at Alma Cem between 7 
and 11 November (GH, WH). 

Veerv: Surprisingly, the only report came from the Panhandle; one 
netted and photographed at WSR on 30 August was thought to be of the 
western subspecies salicicolus (SJD, HKH, JAS), which breeds in the 
Black Hills of South Dakota and would be expected to migrate through the 
Panhandle in small numbers. 

Swainson's Thrush : Singles noted at WSR (SJD, HKH; netted) and at 
Ponca SP (JJ) on 25 August were rather early. The hatching-year bird 
banded at Bellevue on 30 October (RG) ties the latest fall record with a 
report that occurred in Douglas Co in 1977. Only about 14 were 
reported. 

Hermit Thrush : The Rocky Mountain subspecies auduboni apparently 
provides most Panhandle migrant records; it also moves through 2 to 3 
weeks earlier than the eastern birds, most of which are faxoni. Presumed 
auduboni were singles sighted at WSR on 19 and 29 September and on 8 
October (HKH). One picked up at UNL on 30 October provided a new late 
date for the UNL collection (fide TEL), although there are several later 
records for the southeast, including one this fall in Seward Co on 29 
November (JG). 

Wood Thrush: Routine reports. 

American Robin: The best counts reached 1,400 at Red Willow Res, 
Frontier Co, on 25 November (LR, RH), a near-record fall count, and 
950 in Buffalo Co on 18 November (LR, RH). 

Gray Catbird: The one seen at WSR on 29 September (HKH) was the 4th 
latest ever for the Panhandle; the latest is 3 October. Another bird found 
near Gibbon on 23 November (LR, RH) was very late for the location; 
while November records are not unexpected, most occur in the southeast. 
A record fall count was the 20 tallied in Lancaster Co on 2 September 
(LE). 

Northern Mockingbird: Routine reports. 

Saae Thrasher : The only reports came from Scotts Bluff Co: two were 
spotted along Robidoux Road (KL), and two were located in Carter Canyon 
(TEL), all on 1 September. 
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Brown Thrasher : The latest, but not unusually so, was one seen in 
southwester Dixon Co on 15 November (JJ). 

European Starling : Routine reports. 

American Pipit : Large numbers were found at Johnson Basin this fall, 
beginning with 38 on 7 October (LR, RH) and building to an excellent 
count of 320 on the rather late date of 18 November (LR, RH). 
Sprague's Pipit : This species is rarely reported, probably because 
few observers look for it. SCP yielded 1 to 2 on 25 October (MB). This 
date is a bit late for the species; peak movement in Nebraska probably 
occurs in early October. 

Bohemian Waxwina : None was reported; arrival, when it occurs, is in 
November. 

Cedar Waxwinq : A strange sight must have been the "several hundred" 
seen in a flock hawking (waxwinging?) for insects at ICSP on 12 October 
(LRB), a record fall count to boot. According to Bent ("Life Histories"), 
Cedar Waxwings are "adroit flycatchers." 

Golden-winged Warbler : The only report was of a male spotted in 
Otoe Co on 2 September (LF, CF). This sighting marks only the 17th fall 
report to date. 

Tennessee Warbler : Only 5 were reported, all in the east between 27 
August and 8 September (JJ, WRS, LE). 

Orange-crowned Warbler : This species put on a good showing, with a 
wide range of occurrence dates (from 15 August to 7 November) and a 
record count. The one seen at Oliver Res on 15 August (SJD) was rather 
early. The 50+ found in Thomas Co on 30 September (LR, RH) 
represents a record fall count. The bird spotted at ADF on 7 November 
(LF, CF) was rather late; there are only 4 later dates. 

Nashville Warbler : This species was also much in evidence, with 
reports in the long period between 19 August and 28 October, all from the 
central and east, as expected. The earliest were the 2 discovered at Ponca 
SP on 19 August (BP, LP), 3rd-earliest date ever; and the last was one 
spotted at Bellevue on 28 October (KCR), a rather late date. Counts were 
moderate, however, with the best reaching only 11, in Washington and 
Sarpy Cos on 16 September (WRS). 

Northern Parula : Few were reported, with most reports coming from 
known breeding locations, such as an adult female and 2 immatures 
located in Washington and Sarpy Cos on 8 September (WRS), and a female 
seen at ICSP on 18 August (WRS). The one noted at Wilderness Park on 8 
September (LE) was somewhat unexpected. 

Yellow Warbler : Described somewhat laconically as a "big fallout," the 
70+ tallied at WSR on 25 August (SJD, HKH, AK) more than tripled the 
previous record count. The two found at a location, where breeding does 
not occur, in Clay Co on 11 August (Big Daddy's Ornithological Gardens) 
were described as "certain migrants" (JGJ); most Nebraska breeders 
probably leave in August. 
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Chestnut-sided Warbler : Only 3 were reported, including only the 
3rd Panhandle record, a single located at CLNWR on 2 September (JGJ). 
The others were an immature found at Neale Woods, Washington Co, on 3 
September (WRS), and a single identified at Bellevue on 17 September 
(BP, LP). 

Magnolia Warbler : An immature netted at WSR on 30 August (SJD, 
m.ob.) marks only the 6th Panhandle record . Almost in the Panhandle, 
the 2nd Keith Co record was a female spotted at LM on 15 September 
(SJD, JF). Only 7 others were reported, all sighted in the east between 3 
and 30 September. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler : The only report was of one located at 
Summit L on 8 September (B). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler : The only reports of auduboni came, as 
expected, from the Panhandle and early. Two juveniles were spotted at 
Oliver Res on 24 August (SJD, JAS), a rather early date, even for 
auduboni; two more juveniles were seen there on 1 September (JGJ, 
TEL), and one was found in Scotts Bluff Co on 14 October (KL). The latter 
is the latest date for the taxon; there are also reports on 9 and 11 
October. A single spotted at PL on 8 September (LE) was not identified to 
subspecies, but was rather early. The best count totaled an excellent 100 
at ICSP on 12 October (LRB). The 15 birds seen at Niobrara SP on 10 
November (MB) were rather late for the location. 

Black-throated Gray Warbler : The first documented fall record was 
of a female seen at Oliver Res on 7 September (SJD; details). This 
sighting represents the 3rd documented record for the species in 
Nebraska. 

Black-throated Green Warbler : Only 3 were reported, including a 
male spotted in Blaine Co on 30 September (MB), where it is only casual; 
there are 5 Panhandle records in fall. Other reports included an 
immature female seen at Hummel Park, Omaha, on 8 September (WRS) 
and a single found at FF on 27 September (B). 

Townsend's Warbler : Reports were as expected from the Panhandle, 
but one was found a bit further east, in Grant Co on 2 September (MB). A 
good count was the 5 noted at Bushnell Cem on 20 August (SJD, JJD), also 
a rather early date; 5 were also found on 1 September at Oliver Res 
(TEL). The one spotted at WSR 2 on 9 September (HKH) was rather late. 
In all, about 25 were reported. 

Blackburnian Warbler : Surprisingly, the only report came from the 
Panhandle; the one seen at CLNWR on 2 September (JGJ) was only the 
5th Panhandle report. This species is an uncommon migrant in fall even 
in the east. 

Yellow-t hroated Warbler : None was reported; late dates occur in 
late September. 

Palm Wflrfr 1 ^' Only casual in fall, especially away from the east, 3 
were reported. One of the eastern yellowish subspecies hypochrysea was 
seen at HCR on 20 September (SJD), and a western bird ( palmarum ), the 
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more numerous of the two subspecies in Nebraska, was identified at 
Summit L on 9 October (JGJ). A single bird unidentified to subspecies 
was located at FF on 11 October(B), a rather late date. 

Bav-breasted Warbler : Only the 5th fall record away from the east, 
a "fall female" was spotted at LM on 15 September (SJD, JF). There is 
only one fall Panhandle record. The 6 others reported were all seen in the 
Missouri Valley in the period from 8 to 17 September (BFH, BP, LP, 
WRS), including a good count of 3 made in Washington and Sarpy Cos on 
16 September (WRS). 

Cerulean Warbler : None was reported; this species seems to be at a 
low ebb currently. 

Black-and-white Warbler : The one located at Ponca SP on 19 August 
(BP, LP) was rather early. A bird spotted in a Scottsbluff yard between 
28 October and 2 November (PD, DD) provided the 3rd latest date ever. 
American Redstart : Three seen at Coffee Park, Sioux Co, on 7 August 
(PD, DD) were at a location where summering occurs. The first probable 
migrant was a rather early female spotted at L Minatare on 15 August 
(SJD). Also a migrant was an immature female netted at Oliver Res on 24 
August (SJD, JAS); this species is thought to be uncommon in the 
Panhandle ("Birds of Nebraska"), although the 6+ located at WSR (2 
netted) on 25 August (SJD, HKH) gives one pause. Other Panhandle 
reports included a single found at Oliver Res on 1 September (TEL); 
another identified in Scotts Bluff Co on 3 September (KL); 3 seen at 
CLNWR on 14 September (SJD, JF); and one found at WSR on 19 
September (HKH). 

Prothonotarv Warbler : The only report was of one carefully studied 
along the MRET on 8 September (WRS); this sighting represents the 6th 
latest fall record. 

Ovenbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Waterthrush : The few reports came from the Panhandle, 
where the species is casual in fall. Three were found between 24 August 
and 7 September, one of which was netted (SJD, HKH, JAS). There are 
still fewer than 30 reports away from the east in fall. 

Louisiana Waterthrush : None was reported; late dates occur in early 
September. 

Kentucky Warbler : None was reported; late dates occur in mid- to late 
September. 

Mourning Warbler : Ten were reported, most in the Missouri Valley, 
in the period between 25 August and 17 September. Both the one spotted 
at Ponca SP on 25 August (JJ) and a male found at FF on 26 August (B) 
were rather early. Two were seen at Wilderness Park on 1 5 September 
(LE), and two more were found on the UNL campus on 17 September 
(Emily Thaden fide TEL). 

MacGillivrav's Warbler: All reports, of 12 birds, came, as expected, 
from the Panhandle between 20 August and 6 October. Rather early were 
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the 2 identified at Oliver Res on 20 August (SJD, JAS), and the one 
spotted in Scotts Bluff Co on 6 October (KL) was rather late. 

Common Yellowthroat : The 45 found at Lilley Sandpits, Hall Co, on 16 
September (LR, RH) mark a record fall count. 

Hooded Warbler : For a "southeastern" warbler, this species has been 
reported surprisingly often in the Panhandle. A first year bird seen at 
WSR on 29 September (HKH; details) represents the 11th such report, 
and first documented for fall. Prior reports included 9 reported in spring 
and a single undocumented fall report on 21 August 1989 in Scotts Bluff 
Co. 

Wilson's Warbler : This fall was great for this species; about 300 
were reported statewide in the period between 15 August and 29 
September, including excellent counts of 81 made in Kimball Co on 7 
September (SJD) and 70 at Oliver Res on 1 September (TEL). Rather 
early was a male spotted at L Minatare on 15 August (SJD). 

Canada Warbler : None was reported; this species is a regular fall 
migrant in the east. 

Yellow-breasted Chat : The only report was of one netted at Oliver Res 
on 24 August (SJD, JAS). 

Summer Tanager : The one noted at FF on 21 September was rather late 
(B). The only other reports were of one spotted in Otoe Co on 10 August 
(LF, CF) and 3 located at ICSP on 18 August (WRS), all probably 
summering birds. 

Scarlet Tanag er: The 6 birds reported all were, as expected, found in 
the Missouri Valley; the last was one seen in Bellevue on 17 September 
(BP, LP). 

Western Tanaaer : Four were reported, all migrants in the Panhandle 
between 5 and 7 September (KL, SJD). 

Spotted Towhee : The first birds to arrive in the southeast were 2 found 
in Lincoln on 6 October (LE), about on time. The five noted at Ponca SP 
on 25 August (JJ) were probably part of the local breeding population, 
near the eastern edge of the breeding range. The 14 banded in Dawes Co on 
20 September (RG) represented a good tally. 

Eastern Towhee : This species was well reported, with almost all birds 
found within the summer range southeast of a line connecting Cedar and 
Hall Cos. Exceptions were apparent migrants seen somewhat west of this 
area: the two banded at NNF on 17 September were, interestingly, 
recaptured there on 10 October (RG); a female was spotted near Gibbon 
on 28 September (LR, RH); and a single was spotted at Niobrara SP on 10 
November (MB), the latter a rather late date for the location. A pair with 
3 juveniles was spotted at Wilderness Park on 26 August (LE). 

America n Tree Sparrow : The best count reached 150 in Buffalo Co on 
1 8 November (LR, RH). 

Chipping Sparrow : The 120 totaled at NNF on 30 September (WRS) 
was an excellent count. None was found after 20 August in Harlan Co, 
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when a single bird was seen there (GH, WH); this species is rare in the 
southwest. 

Clav-colored Sparrow : Routine reports. 

Brewer's Sparrow : The only report was of 7 located in southwestern 
Kimball Co on 10 August (SJD). Breeding occurs in the area, but 
migrants can appear as early as late July. 

Field Sparrow : This species is rare in the Panhandle in fall; of 
interest were reports from LO, very near the Panhandle: singles were 
discovered there on 20 August (SJD, JJD)--a rather early date for a 
migrant--and again on 19 September (SJD); and 4 were spotted there on 
1 October (LR, RH). Most Nebraska birds are the western bland-faced 
subspecies arenacea, fitting the appearance of the 6 carefully studied at 
NNF on 30 September (WRS). 

Vesper Sparrow : The on identified in Cedar Co on 1 August (SV) 
probably was part of the local breeding population. Migration was 
underway by mid-September, when 24 were found in Dixon Co (JJ). The 
one seen at a Creighton feeder between 28 November and 3 December 
(MB; details) was rather late; there are a few other December reports, 
but none later than 4 December are documented. 

Lark Sparrow : Routine reports. 

Lark Bunting : Few were reported. The farthest east was one spotted 
near Broken Bow on 8 October (RG), a rather late date. The best count 
was only 40, made on 31 August in Kimball Co (BP, LP). 

Savannah Sparrow : The one seen at Lincoln on 15 November (LE) was 
rather late. Few were reported. 

Grasshopper Sparrow : An excellent count was the 46 summering in 
southwestern Dixon Co on 5 August; they were scattered over a few square 
miles in CRP grassland (JJ). This species does not form fall flocks. 
LeConte's Sparrow : The four birds spotted at SCP on 23 October (KP) 
were getting a bit tardy. 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow : About 8 were reported, all in the 
east in the period between 30 September and 14 October, as expected. 
Singles were found in southwestern Dixon Co on 30 September (JJ) and 
east of Niobrara in Knox Co on 6 October(MB); 1 to 2 were seen at BOL 
between 13 and 14 October (LE); and 1 to 2 were identified at Cracker 
Barrel Marsh, Lincoln, on 14 October (LE). 

Fox Sparrow : Nebraska Fox Sparrows are "Red Fox Sparrow," 
probably a separate species (Passerella iliaca) which consists of 2 
subspecies, iliaca and zaboria. The latter is somewhat grayer, and a bird 
which had "characteristics of red and slate morphs" was found near 
Gibbon on 18 November (LR, RH). 

Song Sparrow : Routine reports. 

Lincoln's Sparrow : The only report of double-digit numbers was a 
moderate 17 discovered in Clay Co on 5 October (JGJ). Uncommon in the 
Panhandle, 6 were reported there between 19 September and 13 
November (HKH, RG, AK, PD, DD). 
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Swamp Sparrow : Apparently summering were one identified at FL on 
13 August (MU) and another heard singing at Johnson Basin on 19 August 
(LR, RH), the latter suggesting a new potential nesting location. 
White-throated Sparrow : The one spotted at FF on 21 September (B) 
was rather early. A good count reached 24 at Summit L on 9 October 
(JGJ). Farthest west were singles found at WSR on 8 and on 28 October 
(HKH); this species is rare in the Panhandle. 

White-crowned Sparrow : An immature spotted at Oliver Res on 7 
September (SJD) was rather early. No large numbers were reported; 
observers did not report any subspecies. 

Harris's Sparrow : Few were reported, with best counts reaching only 
25 in Buffalo Co on 18 November (LR, RH) and 22 at ADF on 29 October 
(LE). Rare in the Panhandle, "several" were seen at WSR on 28 October 
(HKH). 

Dark-eved Junco : Routine reports. 

McCown's Longspun None were reported. 

Lapland Lonaspur : Routine reports. 

Smith's Longspun There are only about 15 fall reports in all, a third 
of which occur in the period between 23 and 29 October. Fitting this 
pattern were about 20 birds found at SCP on 23 October: a few were 
identified as this species (KP; details) although probably all were 
Smith's; they were found in the "east prairie" in habitat varying from 
bare ground to grazed pasture 3 to 4 feet tall with open patches (KP). A 
single bird was spotted rather late east of Creighton on 26 November 
(MB), although there are 2 prior mid-December CBC reports. 
Chestnut-collared Longspun A flock of 35 found at Oliver Res on 20 
October (JF) was rather late. Late dates occur in late October, and there 
are no documented winter records. 

Snow Bunting : Only 2 were reported, arriving just before the end of 
the period: one was seen near Creighton on 27 November (MB), and one 
was identified in Knox Co on 29 November (SV). 

Northern Cardinal : Routine reports. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak : A young male spotted ear Gibbon on 24 
August (LR, RH) was in an area where a few apparently summer; 
Black-headed Grosbeaks occur there also. A female found at a Sarpy Co 
feeder on 26 October (Melba Wigg, fide RG) was about the 3rd-latest for 
fall, although there are 4 reports of birds at least attempting to winter. 
Black-headed Grosbeak : A female was seen in a yard near Gibbon on 
13 August and 16 September (LR, RH). Both Pheucticus grosbeaks occur 
in the area. 

Blue Grosbeak: The latest was one located in Scotts Bluff Co on 22 
September (AK). Three spotted in the Bushnell Cem on 7 September 
(SJD) were indicative of peak migration. 

Lazuli Bunding- All reports came from the Panhandle, as expected, with 
the best count of 5 at made WSR on 25 August, 4 of which were netted 
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(SJD, HKH ,AK). The one seen in Scotts Bluff Co on 22 September (AK) 
marked the 6th latest on record. 

Indiao Bunting : The 10 counted at Wilderness Park on 18 August (LE) 
may have been local birds, although fall movement begins early in this 
species. An immature male spotted at NNF on 30 September (TEL, WRS; 
details) was a rather late surprise for the location; however the one 
identified in Dixon Co on 30 October (JJ) was 2nd latest ever for the 
state. Interestingly, the latest is one which remained at the same location 
into early January 1 999 (JJ). 

Dickcissel : A good count of 37 made in Dixon Co on 5 August (JJ) was of 
summering birds. The westernmost bird was found at CCM on 10 August 
(SJD), where the species is rare. By 31 August at SCP, "only a few were 
left bantering about" (KP), but 3 seen at Prairie Marsh Basin, Thayer 
Co, were still carrying food on 2 September (LR, RH). The last were the 
3 "still around" near Creighton on 2 October (MB). 

Bobolink: Few were reported, with best count of only 12 made at CCM 
on 10 August (SJD). The one spotted in Knox Co on 16 September (MB) 
was rather late for this early-departing species. 

R ed - W .lQfl.fid B l ac kbi rd; Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark : Routine reports. 

Western Meadowlark : Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird : The best count was 400 made at Johnson 
Basin on 20 September (SJD). The two seen near Niobrara on 3 
November (MB) were rather late for the location. 

Rustv Blackbird : Two birds found in a mixed flock of Yellow-headed 
and Brewer's Blackbirds in Cherry Co on 29 September (DP, JP; details) 
provided the 3rd-earliest arrival date on record. This species tends to be 
a late fall migrant and is rare away from the east. Other reports occurred 
from 1 November through the end of the period, with no birds reported 
west of Lancaster Co. 

Brewer's Blackbird : The first migrant noted away from the 
northwestern Nebraska breeding range was spotted in Cherry Co on 29 
September (fide NOU), and the best count of 300 was made in the east 
RWB on 28 October (JGJ). The one found in Dodge Co (with a female 
Red-winged Blackbird) on 16 November (DP ,JP) was a little late; there 
are, however, a few winter reports from the southeast. 

Common Grackle : Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Grackle : The small group at Kiowa Springs continues, 
with 2 seen there on 2 September (KL); nest building has been observed 
at this location, the only known Panhandle breeding site. Within a group 
of 18 adults and juveniles, a female was spotted feeding a juvenile at 
Father Hupp Basin, Thayer Co, on 2 September (LR, RH). The best count 
reached an excellent 300 at Weis Basin, Fillmore Co, on 18 September 
(JGJ). Beginning in 1998, a flock has assembled in Niobrara Marsh in 
late November to early Dec; this year 45 were found there on 17 
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November, increasing to 127 by 23 November (MB), the best count made 
there so far. 

Brown-headed Cowbird : the best counts were both of 1,000: near 
Bruning on 3 September (LR, RH) and near Holdrege on 21 October (LR, 
RH). Usually early to depart as a species, the last were 15 spotted in Co 
on 28 October (LR, RH). 

Orchard Oriole : Routine reports. 

Baltimore Oriole : Routine reports. 

Bullock's Oriole : An immature male spotted in Kimball Co on 7 
September (SJD) was a little tardy. Few were reported. 

Grav-crowned Rosv-finch : None was reported; early dates occur in 
late October. 

Purple Finch : Only 9 birds were reported: a female at ADF on 21 
October (LF, CF); 5 at FF on 31 October (BP, LP); a female at Bellevue 
on 2 November (KCR); and 2 males at ADF on 19 November (LF, CF). 
House Finch : Numbers appear to be increasing in Scotts Bluff Co, 
indicating recovery from disease; 30 to 40 birds were regulars at the 
observer's feeders, whereas the peak last winter was 21 (KL). Amazing 
numbers were noted in Thomas Co, where 600 were estimated on 28 
September along the Middle Loup River (LR, RH). 

Red Crossbill : All reports came from the northern Panhandle (Sioux, 
Dawes, and Scotts Bluff Cos) except for reports of 8 to 20 found at NNF on 
30 September (LR, RH, WRS). Of 33 banded in Dawes Co on 20 
September, some with black stripes were considered newly-hatched birds 
(RG). Based on current knowledge for Nebraska, this date would be a 
rather late fledging date, but juvenal plumage can be held for as long as 9 
months, and there are even occasional reports of birds breeding while in 
juvenal plumage (Pyle, Identification Guide to North American Birds). 
Common Redpoll : The only one making it into the Fall Report was 
spotted at a feeder in Nebraska City on 23 November; it was with siskins 
and goldfinches (LF, CF). 

Pine Siskin : A single that appeared at Niobrara on 18 August was 
considered early at that location (MB); no others were noted away from 
breeding areas until 30 November, when 4 were spotted in Bellevue (B). 
In Nebraska, siskins tend to disappear from breeding sites by early July, 
with early arrival dates away from breeding areas in early to mid-August 
("Birds of Nebraska"). Larger numbers were noted by the end of the 
period, with best count of 40 registered in Frontier Co on 25 November 
(LR, RH). 

Am erica n Gold fin ch: Routine reports. 

Evening Grosbeak : One was banded in Dawes Co on 20 September (RG), 
the only report, and rather early for migrants; this species is a 
hypothetical breeder in the Pine Ridge. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
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Indigo 46, 77, 91, 130, 188 
Lark 41,75, 129, 132, 186 
Lazuli 77, 130, 187 
Snow 15, 22, 31, 76, 187 
Bushtit 2, 14 

Canterbury, Jackie 23, 83 
Canvasback 6, 26, 37, 52, 1 12, 
137, 145, 164, 200 
Cardinal, Northern 2,16,31,41, 
76, 101, 130, 151, 187 
Carlson, Richard C. 48 
Carson, Byrla 22 
Catbird, Gray 2, 14, 40, 70, 126, 
181 

Chance, Donna 47 

Chat, Yellow-breasted 41,73, 128, 
185 

Chickadee 

Black-capped 13, 30,40,67, 
97, 125, 150, 179 
Mountain 91 
Chifflin, A.C. 191 
Chuck-will's-widow 63,121,174 
Chukar 55, 114 
Collins, R. 83 

Colorado 5, 14, 60, 129, 175 
Coot, American 9, 21, 27, 37, 56, 
115, 146, 148, 168, 204 
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Cormorant, Double-crested 4, 20, 
25, 36, 49, 109, 144, 148, 158, 
161,196 

Coulter, Linda 47, 1 60 
Countv 

Adams 54, 61,76, 110, 113, 128, 
177 

Antelope 76, 114, 124, 167 
Arthur 94 

Banner 1 2, 107, 1 27, 1 59 
Bennett 195-196 
Blaine 123, 177, 183 
Brown 93, 130, 161, 195 
Buffalo 8-9, 1 1, 16, 51, 56, 64, 

67, 74, 80, 107, 110, 114, 121, 
128, 166, 177, 181, 185, 187 
Burt 18, 124, 159, 180 
Butler 94 

Cass 10, 12, 15, 18, 57, 60, 66, 
97-98, 100, 114, 121, 130,159 
Cedar 3-5, 7, 11,48, 53, 60, 79, 
91, 109, 118-119, 159-160, 
164, 172-173, 179, 185-186 
Chase 48, 108, 11 3, 11 6, 128 
Cherry 7, 49, 60, 72, 93, 95, 1 13, 
169-170, 177, 188, 190, 195 
Cheyenne 17, 76 

Clay 51-52, 56-57, 59, 61-62, 

66, 73-74, 77-78, 88, 94,107, 

1 12-1 13, 1 15, 1 18, 129, 159, 
163, 182, 186 

Cuming 7, 57, 62, 67, 90 
Custer 49 

Dakota 8, 11-12, 14-17, 50, 59, 
62-63, 77-78, 89, 1 16, 1 18, 

128 

Dawes 12, 16, 18, 67, 94-100, 

122- 123, 129, 131, 181, 185, 
189 

Dawson 120, 124, 128-129, 131 
Deuel 5, 62, 191 

Dixon 6-8, 11-12, 15-16, 51, 54, 
58-59, 64-66, 69, 72, 76-78, 

91,94, 107, 116, 120, 124, 

128, 167, 174-178, 180,182, 

186, 188 

Dodge 5, 8, 11, 15, 52, 59, 61, 63, 

67, 69, 71,76, 109, 1 14, 

123- 127, 178, 188 


Douglas 12, 14, 18, 56, 59, 65-66, 
69, 72-73, 88, 93, 98,159, 

161, 167 

Dundy 56, 64, 66, 69, 74-75, 96, 
128 

Fillmore 47, 49-50, 54, 58, 60, 66, 
72, 75, 78, 88, 107, 1 15, 159, 
177, 188 
Franklin 55, 62 

Frontier 49, 53, 56, 66-68, 75, 
181,189 
Furnas 8 
Gage 50 

Garden 2, 47, 63, 107, 121, 159, 
190, 195-196 

Garfield 3, 5, 48-49, 54, 107, 159 
Gosper 3, 48, 60, 66, 127 
Grant 111, 165, 183 
Greeley 10 

Hall 49, 54, 56, 58, 62, 66, 71, 
73-75, 90, 99, 116, 130,178, 
185 

Hamilton 107,159 

Harlan 2, 5, 8-9, 13-14, 17, 19, 

47, 49, 54, 67, 75, 89-90, 107, 
116, 159, 185 
Hermit 181 

Hitchcock 49, 57, 124-125, 129, 

169 

Holt 94, 121, 129 
Hooker 7 
Hyannis 51 
Johnson 79 

Kearney 55, 62, 80, 88, 1 12,1 23, 
125 

Keith 2-3, 7, 9, 1 1, 17, 47-48, 67, 
87-91, 107, 113-1 14, 117, 
122-123, 159, 175, 183 
Keya Paha 13, 114, 130-131 
Kimball 54, 57, 62-63, 65-69, 
72-76, 79, 89, 96, 98-99, 
106-107, 116, 123, 126, 128, 
132, 159, 161, 175, 177, 

180-181, 185-186, 189 
Knox 8, 14, 16, 48-49, 55, 58, 70, 
89, 94, 107, 109, 113, 121, 

125, 128, 159-160, 164, 
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166-167, 171, 173, 177-179, 
186-188 

Lancaster 2-3, 6, 9, 1 3-14, 1 6, 
46-47, 50, 52, 56-58, 60-62, 
66-67, 69-70, 74, 76-79, 89-90, 
96, 100, 107, 114, 118-120, 
124, 129-130, 159, 166, 173, 
176-178, 181, 188 
Lincoln 3, 6-7, 14, 17, 34, 48, 51, 
53, 61, 89, 109, 111, 113,159 
Loup 3, 48, 54, 107, 159 
Madison 63-64 
Morrill 3, 16, 34, 48-49, 59, 

94-98, 100, 1 16, 119, 121 124, 
131, 159, 165, 176, 180 
Nemaha 47, 75, 79, 107, 127, 159, 
167 

Otoe 2, 7, 15, 18, 47, 51, 54, 

56- 57, 62, 73, 77, 79, 91, 107, 

1 16, 122, 159, 178, 181-182, 

185 

Pawnee 126, 161, 173, 177 
Perkins 113, 128 

Phelps 3,11,16-1 7, 47-48, 57, 66, 
69, 74, 107, 117, 129, 131, 

159, 162, 166, 169, 176, 178, 
189 

Pierce 164 
Platte 16, 170 

Richardson 47, 50, 62, 66, 79, 

107, 111, 126, 159-160, 163 
Rock 74, 130 
Saline 11,53 

Sarpy 2, 47, 49, 54, 57, 59-60, 
64-65, 70-71,73, 75, 77-78, 
89, 1 15, 122, 159, 161, 166, 

178, 180, 182, 184, 187 
Saunders 12, 61, 67, 95, 97, 
99-100, 121, 168, 174 
Scotts Bluff 3, 8, 9-14, 1 6-18, 48, 
50-54, 56, 64-65, 67-69, 
79-80, 88-90, 98, 107-108, 

1 10-1 1 1, 1 13, 125, 127-128, 
130-131, 159, 166, 168, 
176-177, 179-181,183-185, 187, 
189 

Seward 2, 8, 12-14, 54-55, 57-58, 
60, 70, 112, 173, 181 


Sheridan 94, 111, 11 5-11 7, 1 31, 
169, 171 

Sioux 8, 12-13, 15, 17, 46, 55, 

62, 68-69, 72, 74-75, 79, 
93-100, 107, 1 14, 125, 129, 

159, 178, 184, 189 

Thayer 49, 159, 177-178, 188 
Thomas 66, 68, 75-76, 159, 
180-182, 189 

Thurston 12, 59, 89, 114, 122, 

124, 126-128 
Valley 100 

Washington 3, 8, 1 1-12, 48, 56-57, 

63, 66-67, 69, 71-73, 99, 107, 
124, 126, 159, 178, 180, 
182-184 

Wayne 12,72 

York 47, 51, 57-58, 60, 1 07, 1 59, 
166 

Cowbird, Brown-headed 17, 22, 32, 
41,79, 99-100, 131, 152, 189 
Crafton, Elaine 159 
Crane 

Common 88 

Sandhill 9, 46, 56, 94, 115, 

135, 137, 146, 148, 168, 204 
Whooping 56, 137, 142, 168, 
196, 204 

Crawford-Rose, Kathleen 160 
Creeper, Brown 13,21,30,68, 

125, 179 
Crossbill 

Red 18, 22, 32, 79, 100, 107, 
131, 189 

White-winged 132 
Crow, American 12, 29, 39, 67, 

96, 124, 150, 178, 206 
Csada, R. D. 101 
Cuckoo 

Black-billed 62, 107, 120, 173 
Yellow-billed 39, 62, 120, 173 
Cunningham, Sam 23 
Cunningham, Sherri 23 
Curlew 

Eskimo 136-137, 138,147 
Long-billed 58, 1 17, 136-137, 
147, 169, 205 
Darling, Lynn 23 
DeLara, Bob 174 
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DeLara, Robert 22 
DeVries, Anne 23 

Dickcissel 16, 77, 130, 188, 206 
Dinan, John 93, 101, 108 
Dinsmore, Stephen J. 2-3, 17, 19, 
22, 23, 33, 42, 47, 48, 91, 

106, 108, 159-160 
Dove 

Eurasian Collared 2, 10, 21, 28, 
46, 62, 107, 120, 173 
Mourning 1 1,28,39,62,101, 
120, 149, 173 

Rock 10, 28, 39, 62, 120, 149, 
173 

White-winged 62, 89, 120 
Dowitcher 

Long-billed 38, 46, 59, 118, 

148, 158, 171 
Short-billed 59, 118, 171 
Sp. 147 

Drawbaugh, Dean 3, , 47, 107, 159 
Drawbaugh, Phyllis 3, 22, 47, 91, 
108, 160 

Ducey, J. E 83, 47, 133, 208 
Duck 

"Brewer's" 51 
"Jorgensen's" 52 
American Black 5, 51, 163 
Black-bellied Whistling 88 
Harlequin 1 58, 1 64 
Long-tailed 6, 53 
Ring-necked 26, 52, 1 12, 148, 
164 

Ruddy 7, 37, 53, 113, 137, 140, 
142, 145, 158, 165, 202 
Sp. 144 

Tufted 2, 6, 86, 88 
Wood 2, 5, 20, 25, 36, 51, 101, 
111, 135, 137, 140, 142, 144, 
148, 163 

Dunlin 59, 118, 170 
Dunning, Kathy Mihm 47 
Dvorak, Dale 93 
Eagle 

Bald 7, 20, 26, 53, 82, 84, 113, 
145, 165, 203 

Golden 8, 20, 27, 54, 82, 84, 94, 
114, 166, 193, 203 
Eckert, Kim 91 


Egret 

Cattle 49, 110, 162 
Great 36, 42, 49, 109, 161 
Reddish 42 

Snowy 36, 42, 49, 109, 162 
Einemann, Larry 3, 23, 47, 108, 

160 

Ellis, Mike 23 
Epp, Tim 23 
Epperson, Rachel 1 53 
Falcon 

Peregrine 8, 37, 55, 82, 85, 

114, 167, 203 

Prairie 8, 20, 27, 37, 55, 82, 
85, 114, 158, 167 
Falk, Carol 3, 47, 107, 159 
Falk, Laurence 3, 91, 108, 160 
Farrar, Jon 93 
Fiet, Dariel 77-78 
Finch 

"Hepburn’s" Gray-crowned Rosy 
2, 17 

Black Rosy 2, 17, 79 
Gray-crowned Rosy 17, 79, 189 
House 18, 32, 41,79, 100, 131, 
152, 158, 189 
Purple 17, 22, 32, 79, 189 
Finkhouse, Darlene 23 
Finley, Steve 160 
Flicker, Northern 12,29,39,64, 
122, 149, 176 
"salmon-shafted" 64 
Red-shafted 12, 64, 176 
Salmon-shafted 176 
Yellow-shafted 176 
Flycatcher 

Acadian 65, 89, 122, 127 
Alder 65, 123 
Cordilleran 34, 123 
Dusky 33, 46, 65, 177 
Gray 34, 86, 89 
Great Crested 39, 65, 123, 177 
Hammond’s 34, 86, 89, 176 
Least 65, 123, 176 
Olive-sided 64, 176 
Pacific-Slope 34 
Scissor-tailed 66, 124 
sp. 176 

Willow 65, 123, 176 
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Yellow-bellied 65, 122, 176 
Foley, Tom 191 
Fontaine, Joe 3, 23, 47, 159 
Forsberg, Michael 93, 116 
Fuchs, Bob 23 
Gaddie, Gene 23 

Gadwall 5, 25, 36, 51, 111, 135, 
137, 140, 142, 145, 163, 

200 

Garganey 2, 5 
Glass, B. P. 1 53 

Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 40, 69, 98, 
126, 180 
Godwit 

Fludsonian 58, 147 
Marbled 58, 1 17, 136, 147, 169 
Goldeneye 

Barrow's 6, 20, 26, 53 
Common 6, 8, 26, 53, 145, 164, 
202 
Goldfinch 

American 18, 32, 41,80, 132, 
152, 189 
Lesser 90, 132 
Goose 

"Hutchins's" 51 

Canada 5, 20, 25, 36, 51, 101, 
111, 135, 137, 140, 142, 144, 
148, 163, 197 

Greater White-fronted 4, 20, 25 
50, 111, 135, 137, 140, 144, 
162, 197 
Richardson's 1 63 
Ross's 4, 25, 46, 50, 111, 163 
Snow 4, 20, 25, 50, 111, 135, 
140, 144, 163, 197 
Sp. 144 

Goshawk, Northern 7, 84, 1 66, 203 
Grackle 

Common 16, 22, 32, 78, 101, 
131, 152, 188, 206 
Great-tailed 16, 22, 32, 41,78, 
131, 188 

Grandes, Carlos 47, 108 
Gray, Partridge 55 
Grebe 

Clark’s 4, 36, 46, 48, 109, 161 
Eared 4, 20, 36, 48, 87, 108, 

158 


Pied-billed 3, 22, 36, 48, 108, 
160 

Red-necked 4, 36, 46, 48, 

86-87, 158, 160 
Sp. 144 

Western 4, 20, 25, 36, 46, 48, 
101, 108, 161 
Green, Ruth 3, 48, 1 60 
Grenon, A. G. 92 
Grenon, Betty 3, 23, 47, 178 
Griswold, Sandy 143, 190 
Grosbeak 

Black-headed 76, 99, 130, 187 
Blue 130,187 
Evening 18, 80, 189 
Pine 2, 17 

Rose-breasted 46, 76, 99, 130, 
187 
Grouse 

Ruffed 158,167 
Sharp-tailed 8, 20, 27, 55, 1 14, 
167, 193, 203 
Sp. 146 

Gubanyi, Joe 3, 23, 47, 91, 92, 160 

Guild, Sue 23 

Gull 

Bonaparte's 9, 60, 172 
California 10,21,28,38,60, 
119, 172 
Caspian 172 

Franklin's 9, 28, 38, 60, 119, 
149, 171 

Glaucous 2, 10, 21, 28, 61 
Great Black-backed 172 
Herring 10, 28, 38, 61, 119, 

172 

Iceland 2, 10, 61,91 
Lesser Black-backed 10, 38, 61, 
86, 89, 172 
Mew 2, 9, 21, 60, 89 
Ring-billed 10, 28, 38, 46, 60, 
119, 149,172 
Sabine's 172 

Thayer's 2, 10, 21, 28, 61, 172 
Gyrfalcon 2, 8, 85 
Hall, Carolyn 3, 47, 159 
Hall, John W. 47 
Hancock, Betsy 83 
Hancock, J. 43 
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Harding, Robin 3, 22-23, 48, 91, 
108, 160 

Harrier, Northern 7, 20, 26, 37, 

54, 82, 84, 113, 166, 203 
Hatch, Vonnie 167 
Hawk 

Broad-winged 54, 82, 158, 166 
Cooper's 7, 20, 26, 37, 54, 84, 
113, 148, 166, 203 
Ferruginous 7, 20, 27, 37, 54, 
82, 114, 166 

Red-shouldered 7, 54, 84, 114, 
166 

Red-tailed 7, 27, 37, 54, 82, 84, 
94, 114, 148, 162, 166 
Rough-legged 2, 8, 20, 27, 54, 
82, 84, 166 

Sharp-shinned 7, 20, 26, 37, 54, 
84, 1 13, 148, 166, 203 
Sp. 146 

Swainson's 37, 54, 82, 84, 1 1 4, 
166 

Heaney, Carter 47 
Heckman, Alice 3 
Heidt, Dave 23, 180 
Helzer, Chris 93 
Hensley, Craig 47, 178 
Heron 

Black-crowned Night 4, 50, 87, 
110, 142, 162, 197 
Great Blue 4, 20, 25, 36, 42, 

49, 93, 109, 148, 161, 192, 
197 

Green 36, 49, 110, 162 
Little Blue 49, 109, 162 
Tricolored 46, 49 
Yellow-crowned Night 50, 1 10, 
162 

Hoagland, George T. 134 

Hoffman, Eve 23 

Hoffman, Thomas 3, 108, 160 

Hoffmann, R. 101 

Hoffmeister, D. F. 1 54 

Hoge, Glen 3, 23, 47, 108, 159 

Hoge, Wanda 3, 23, 48, 108, 160 

Hogg, Don 23 

Homan, Henry A. 1 35 

Hughson, Helen K. 3, 17, 22, 47, 

108, 159 


Hummingbird 

Black-chinned 121 
Broad-tailed 122, 175 
Calliope 107, 121, 158, 175 
Costa's 1 58, 174 
Ruby-throated 64, 121, 174 
Rufous 1 22, 175 
sp. 39 

Humpert, Mark 162 
Huntley, Bill 22 

Huser, Bill F. 3, 47, 91, 107, 159 
Ibis 

Glossy 86, 88, 106, 110, 162 
White 86, 88, 162 
White-faced 50, 106, 110, 158, 
162 

Ingalls, O.P. 134 
Inskeep, Lois 23 
Iowa 5, 113, 126 
Jaeger 

Long-tailed 158, 171 
Parasitic 171 

Pomarine 38,88,106,119,171 
sp. 171 
Jay 

Blue 12, 29, 39, 66, 101, 124, 
150, 178, 193 

Pinyon 12, 21, 29, 67, 96, 124, 
178 

Jensen, Todd 48, 108, 160 
Johnsgard, Paul 23, 81 
Johnson, Clyde E. 47, 107 
Johnson, Jan 3, 47, 91, 93, 108, 
160 

Jones, J. K., Jr. 154 
Jorgensen, Gerry 23, 159 
Jorgensen, Joel G. 3, 23, 47, 86, 

91,94, 102, 108, 110, 160 
Junco, Dark-eyed 15,31,41,76, 
187, 206 

Gray-headed 2, 15 
Oregon 15 
Pink-sided 15 
White-winged 15, 129 
Slate-colored 76 
Kam, Christine 47 
Kansas 14, 60, 68, 77-78, 121, 
170, 174 

Kaufman, Paul 3, 23 
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Kenitz, Alice 3, 22, 47, 91, 93, 
107, 159 

Kennedy, B. E. B. 1 34, 1 38 
Kestrel, American 8, 20, 27, 37, 
54, 82, 85, 94, 114, 148, 166, 
203 

Killdeer 9, 21, 27, 37, 57, 101, 
115, 135, 137, 142, 146, 148, 
168, 204 
Kingbird 

Cassin’s 65, 96, 123, 177 
Eastern 39, 66, 96, 101, 123, 
177 

Western 39, 66, 96, 101, 123, 
177 

Kingfisher, Belted 1 1, 21, 29, 39, 
64, 122, 149, 175, 205 
Kinglet 

Golden-crowned 13, 21, 30, 69, 
180 

Ruby-crowned 69, 180 
Kite, Mississippi 37, 53, 84, 1 1 3, 
165 

Kittiwake, Black-legged 89 
Klaphake, Clem N. 3, 23, 47, 107, 
159 

Knaggs, Rodger 4,9, 113, 115, 120 
Knot, Red 38, 169 
Knott, Tim 23 
Koenig, Lucy 113, 1 65 
Kohles, Deraid 91 
Korpi, Ray C. 91 
Kovanda, Jim 23 
Kovanda, Sandy 23 
Kozak, Jon 1 60 
Kren, Josef 23, 47 
Kuper, Catherine 23 
Kushlan, J. 43 
Labedz, Thomas 23, 10, 160 
Lackey, Jeanine 23 
Lamphere, Steve 23 
Lark, Horned 12, 21, 29, 39, 67, 
97, 124, 150,179, 205 
Larson, Kathy 3, 22, 47, 108, 160 
Laurel , Badura 108 
Laurence, Falk 47 
Lehman, Larry 1 73 
Lehman, Paul 48 
Lemmon, Sandy 3 


Levy, Brooke 162 
Lienemann, Lorraine A. 3 
Ligon, J. D. 1 01 
Liknes, Eric 1 59 
Limon, Nick 93 
Lock, Ross 81 
Longspur 

Chestnut-collared 76, 129-130, 
187 

Lapland 15, 22, 31, 76, 187 
McCown's 76, 99, 129, 187 
Smith’s 90, 158, 187 
Loon 

Common 3, 48, 108, 160, 196 
Pacific 3, 36, 86, 108, 160 
Red-throated 87 
Luebbert, Joanne 93 
Lufkin, Thomas M. 48 
Maas, Don 159 

Magpie, Black-billed 12,29,39,67, 
124, 178, 206 
Mahan, Brian 153 
Mahan, Carol 153 
Mahan, Emily C. 152 
Mahan, Rachel D. 152 
Mallard 2, 5, 20, 25, 37, 46, 52, 
101, 111, 135, 137, 140, 142, 
145, 148, 163, 198 
Martin, Purple 67, 124, 179 
Maslowski, Linda 23 
Maslowski, Pete 23 
Mathieson, Marty 47 
Mathisen, John and Ann 81 
Mattix, Howard 23 
Mattix, Sue 23 
May, George 23 
McClure, H. Elliott 81 
McDaniel, Leonard 93 
Mcllree, Steve 3 
McKinney, Brad 22 
Meadowlark 

Eastern 22, 77-78, 130, 188 
sp. 32, 206 

Western 1 6, 31,41,77-78, 

101, 130, 152, 188 
Merganser 

Common 7, 26, 37, 53, 1 13, 

145, 165, 202 
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Hooded 7, 26, 53, 93, 112, 137, 
145, 164, 202 

Red-breasted 7, 26, 53, 1 13, 
158, 165 
Sp. 145 

Merlin 8, 20, 27, 54, 85, 114, 158, 
166, 203 

Metz, Charlie 191 
Meyer, Jim 47, 1 08 
Mills, George T. 135 
Minnesota 5 
Missouri 77-78, 170 
Mlnariks, Dr. and Mrs. 90 
Mockingbird, Northern 40,70, 126, 
181 

Mohr, C. 0. 1 54 

Mollhoff, Wayne 48, 83, 91-93, 

102, 108, 160 
Moore, Lloyd 174 
Moorhen, Common 86, 115 
Mouse, Deer 1 54 
Mouse, Harvest 1 54 
Murphy, John 160 
Neiderdeppe, Kathy 174 
New Mexico 96 
Newberry, Anse 190-191 
Newcomb, Roger 1 20 
Nighthawk, Common 39, 63, 95, 

121, 174, 196 
Noar, Shirley 23 
Noecker, Colleen 3,159 
Noecker, Don 3, 159 
Nutcracker, Clark's 158, 178 
Nuthatch 

Pygmy 13, 21, 30, 68, 97, 125, 
179 

Red-breasted 1 3, 21, 30, 40, 67, 
97, 125, 179 

White-breasted 13, 30, 40, 68, 
97, 125, 150, 179 
Oklahoma 60 
Oriole 

Baltimore 41, 79, 131, 189 
Bullock's 79, 100, 131, 189 
Orchard 79, 131, 189 
Orsag, Mark 7, 47, 108 
Osprey 37, 53, 84, 1 1 3, 1 58, 1 65, 
192, 202 

Otte, Chuck 47 


Ovenbird 40, 72, 127, 184 
Owl 

Barn 62, 85, 120, 173 
Barred 1 1, 28, 63, 85, 121, 174 
Burrowing 63, 85, 121, 174 
Eastern Screech 11, 28, 39, 62, 
83, 85, 120, 173 
Great Horned 1 1, 28, 39, 62, 85, 
101, 120, 149, 173, 205 
Long-eared 1 1, 21, 28, 63, 85, 
107, 121, 152, 174 
Northern Saw-whet 11, 21, 29, 
63, 85 

Short-eared 11, 21, 28, 63, 85, 
121, 174 

Snowy 1 1, 63, 82, 85, 1 58, 

173, 205 
Sp. 147 

Padelford, Babs 23,34,47,91, 

107, 159 

Padelford, Loren 23, 34, 47, 91, 

108, 160 

Parmalee, Frank 143 
Partridge, Gray 8,46,1 14,158, 
167 

Parula, Northern 70, 89, 127, 182 
Paseka, Don 3, 23, 107, 159 
Paseka, Jan 3, 47, 108, 160 
Paul, R. T. 43 
Pavelka, Gregory 93 
Pearson, Jean 93 

Pelican, American White 4, 22, 36, 
49, 109, 142, 161, 196 
Penn, Jeremiah 23 
Penn, Jessica 23 
Peterson, R.A 35 
Petty, J. W. 134,138-139 
Phalarope 

Red 46, 60, 106, 118 
Red-necked 38, 60, 118, 171 
Wilson's 38, 60,95, 1 18, 171, 
205 

Pheasant, Ring-necked 8, 20, 27, 

55, 114, 148, 167 
Phoebe 

Eastern 2, 12, 65, 101, 123, 
177 

Say's 65, 123, 177 
Pintail, Northern 5, 25, 37, 46, 52, 
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112,133, 135, 137, 140, 142, 
145,163, 199 

Pipit 

American 70, 182 
Sprague's 70, 89, 158, 182 
Sprague’s 89 
Plover 

American Golden 57, 135, 137, 
140, 142, 146, 168 
Black-bellied 37, 57, 115, 168 
Mountain 57, 86, 106, 116 
Piping 57, 94, 106, 115, 168 
Semipalmated 37, 57, 115, 168 
Snowy 57, 86, 88, 94, 115, 158, 
168 
Sp. 146 

Poague, Kevin 3, 23, 47, 108, 160 
Pollack, Jack 11 
Poore, Gary 23 

Poorwill, Common 39, 63, 95, 121, 
174 

Powers, Nancy 23 
Prairie-Chicken, Greater 8, 20, 27, 
37, 55, 114, 139-140, 146, 

167, 203 
Prather, Bill 5 
Pratt, E.D. 1 35 
Pruess, Neva 47, 108 
Pyle, P. 35 
Rader, Mike 47 
Rail 

Black 106, 114 
Clapper 1 37, 142, 146 
King 56 
Sp. 146 

Virginia 9, 20, 27, 56, 114, 

146, 167 

Randolph, Lanny 3, 22, 23, 47, 160 

Ratzlaff, Neal 3, 23, 47, 91,93 

Raven, Common 178 

Reagan, Paul 23 

Reagan, Phyllis 23 

Redhead 6, 26, 37, 46, 52, 101, 

106, 112, 137, 142, 145, 164, 
201 
Redpoll 

Common 18, 22, 32, 79, 189 
Redstart, American 40, 72, 99, 127 
Reed, Byron 1 34 


Reitan, Ken 23 
Reshaw, Louis 191 
Rhodes, Dick 23 
Rhodes, Ramona 23 
Richer, Scott 23 
Richert, Amy 23 
Richoux, Jeanette 23 
Rintoul, David 47 
Risor, Alan 3 

Robin, American 14, 21, 30, 40, 
69, 101, 126, 150, 181 
Rogers, Ron 160 
Rogers, Tommie 160 
Rosche, R. C. 102 
Rose, Kathleen 23 
Rushton, Alice 47 
Rustad, Carol 23 
Sachtleben, Brandon D. 152 
Samson, Sue 14 

Sanderling 38, 58, 1 17, 158, 169 
Sandpiper 

Baird's 38, 59, 117, 148, 170 
Buff-breasted 38, 59, 1 18, 170 
Least 38, 59, 88, 1 17, 137, 
148, 158, 170 
Pectoral 38, 59, 117, 170 
Semipalmated 38, 58, 117, 169 
Solitary 38, 58, 116, 169 
Sp. 147 

Spotted 2, 9, 21, 28, 38, 58, 
116, 142, 147, 169 
Stilt 38, 59, 1 18, 170 
Upland 38, 58, 116, 169, 205 
Western 38, 58, 1 17, 169 
White-rumped 59, 106, 117, 
158, 170 
Sapsucker 

Red-naped 175 

Yellow-bellied 11,21,29,64, 
122, 175 

Scaup 

Greater 20, 26, 52, 135, 164, 
201 

Lesser 6, 26, 52, 1 12,1 37, 
140, 145, 164, 201 
Sp. 145 

Schmid, Rick 108 
Scholar, Eric 23 



Vol. 69 No.4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


22J 


Scoter 

Black 6, 86, 164 
Surf 6, 1 64 
White-winged 6, 52 
Scoville, Vicky 23 
Sedgwick, James A. 159 
Seltman, Scott 48 
Sharpe, R. S. 92 

Shoveler, Northern 5, 22, 37, 52, 

1 12, 133, 135, 137, 140,142, 
145, 148, 163, 200 
Showen, Donald 23 
Showen, Judy 23 
Shrew, Short-tailed 154 
Shrike 

Loggerhead 12,22,39,66,101, 
124, 177 

Northern 12, 21, 29, 66, 177 
Shupe, S. 83 

Silcock, W. Ross 2-3, 22, 33, 46, 
48, 92, 102, 106, 108, 158, 
160 

Siskin, Pine 18, 22, 32, 79, 100, 
132, 189 
Smith, Adam 23 
Smith, Bill 23 
Smith, D. Clifford 134 
Smith, David 23 
Smith, H. T. 43 
Smith, Rod 17 

Snipe, Common 9, 21, 28, 38, 59, 
94, 118, 136-137, 140, 142, 
147-148, 171,205 
Solitaire, Townsend’s 13, 21, 30, 

40, 69, 98 

Sora 37, 56, 1 14, 140, 142, 146, 
167 

South Dakota 33, 77-78, 122, 178, 
181 
Sparrow 

American Tree 14, 31,74, 185 
Baird’s 75, 90 
Brewer's 74, 129, 186 
Cassin's 74, 128 
Chipping 15,41,74, 99, 1 28, 
151,185 

Clay-colored 41,74, 186 
Field 41, 74, 129, 151, 186 
Fox 15, 22, 75, 186 


Golden-crowned 90 
Grasshopper 75, 129, 151, 186 
Harris's 15, 22, 31, 76, 187 
Henslow's 75, 1 29 
House 32, 41,80, 98, 100, 132, 
152, 189 

Lark 41,75, 99, 129, 186 
LeConte's 75, 186 
Lincoln's 31,75, 186 
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed 75, 86, 90, 
186 

Savannah 41, 75, 90-91, 129, 
186 

Song 15, 21, 31, 75, 129, 151, 
186 

Swamp 15, 22, 75, 129, 187, 
193 

Vesper 41,75, 129, 151, 186 
White-crowned 15, 31,76, 187 
White-throated 15,22,31,75, 
187 

Stage, David 171 

Starling, European 14, 30, 40, 70, 
101, 127, 151, 182 
Stilt, Black-necked 57, 94, 116 
Sullivan, John 47, 91 
Sutphen, D. C. 135 
Swallow 

Bank 39, 67, 125, 179 
Barn 40, 67, 101, 125, 174, 

179 

Chipping 174 

Cliff 40, 67, 101, 125, 179 
Northern Rough-winged 67,101, 
125,179 

Tree 39, 67, 97, 124, 179 
Violet-green 67, 97, 124, 179 
Swan 

Sp. 144 

Trumpeter 5, 20, 36, 51, 93, 
111, 163, 197 
Tundra 5, 25, 51, 88 
Swanson, Dan 91 
Swanson, Phil 108 
Swift 

Chimney 39, 63, 121, 174 
White-throated 64, 95, 121, 174 
Tanager 

Hepatic 86, 90 
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Scarlet 73, 128, 185 
Summer 46, 73, 128, 185 
Western 41,74, 99, 128, 185 
Taylor, Scott 23, 1 67 
Teal 

Blue-winged 37, 52, 1 12, 135, 
137, 140, 142, 148, 163, 199 
Cinnamon 52, 112, 163 
Green-winged 6, 26, 37, 52, 

112, 137, 140, 144, 164, 
198 
Sp. 144 

Tebbel, Paul 108, 121 
Tebble, Barb 1 74 
Tern 

Arctic 91 

Black 39, 61, 120, 173, 205 
Caspian 38, 61, 119 
Common 38,61,119,172 
Forster’s 38, 61, 1 19, 149, 

158, 205 

Least 61, 120, 158, 173 
Thaden, Emily 184 
Thrasher 

Brown 14, 40, 70, 127, 182 
Sage 89, 126, 181 
Thrush 

Gray-cheeked 69 
Hermit 69, 1 26 
Swainson's 69, 98, 126, 181 
Varied 2, 14, 70 
Wood 69, 126, 181 
Titmouse, Tufted 2,13, 30, 67, 1 25, 
179 

Tittertington, Dave 23 

Toll, Jerry 3, 22-23, 47, 91 

Towhee 

Eastern 74, 1 28, 185 
Green-tailed 74 

Spotted 14, 21, 31,41,74, 128, 
151, 185 

Townsend, Billy 1 34 
Turkey, Wild 9, 20, 27, 37, 56, 

114, 148, 167 

Turnstone, Ruddy 38, 58, 169 
Uridil, Zee 3, 48 
Urwiller, Mark 47, 160 
Usasz, Moni 23, 47, 108 
Uttecht, Jan 23 


Van Sickle, Steve 3, 48, 108, 160 

Vannier, Joyce 23 

Vannier, Lyle 23 

Veery 69, 126, 181 

Vireo 

Bell’s 66, 124, 177 
Blue-headed 66, 178 
Cassin's 39, 177 
Philadelphia 66, 158, 178 
Plumbeous 39, 66,124, 177 
Red-eyed 39, 66, 101, 124, 178 
Warbling 39, 66, 124, 178 
White-eyed 66 

Yellow-throated 66, 124, 177 
Voeltz, Barbara 83 
Vole, Prairie 154 
Vulture, Turkey 36, 50, 1 1 1, 148, 
162 

Walgren, Bruce 22 
Walgren, Donna 22 
Warbler 

Bay-breasted 72, 158, 184 
Black-and-white 40, 72, 127, 
184 

Black-throated Blue 183 
Black-throated Gray 86, 89, 
158,183 

Black-throated Green 71,183 
Blackburnian 89, 158, 183 
Blackpoll 72, 127 
Blue-winged 86 
Canada 73, 185 
Cape May 71 
Cerulean 72, 127, 184 
Chestnut-sided 71, 158, 183 
Connecticut 73 
Golden-winged 70, 182 
Hooded 73, 158, 185 
Kentucky 73, 99, 128, 184 
MacGillivray's 40, 73, 184 
Magnolia 71, 158, 183 
Mourning 73, 184 
Nashville 70, 182 
Orange-crowned 40, 70, 151, 
158, 182 
Palm 71, 183 
Pine 2, 14, 71 
Prairie 86, 90 
Prothonotary 72, 127, 184 
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Tennessee 70, 182 
Townsend's 40, 183 
Wilson's 40, 73, 185 
Worm-eating 72 
Yellow 40, 71,99, 127, 158, 
182 

Yellow-rumped 14, 21, 31,40, 
71,98, 127, 183 
Yellow-throated 71, 127, 183 
Waterthrush 

Louisiana 72, 127, 184 
Northern 72, 184 
Waxwing 

Bohemian 14,70,182 
Cedar 14, 21, 30, 40, 70, 127, 
150, 182 

Weed, Leona 47, 108, 160 
Wessel, Scott 164 
West, Diane 23 
Whimbrel 58, 86 
Whip-poor-will 63, 121, 174 
Whitney, Bill 93 
Wickham, Peter 160 
Wigeon 

American 5, 25, 37, 51, 111, 
135, 137, 140, 142, 145, 163 
Eurasian 51 
Wigg, Melba 187 
Willet 38, 58, 116, 169 
Wolfe, Carl 77-78 
Wolff, Duane 23 
Wolff, Marty 23 
Wood-Pewee 

Eastern 65, 122, 176 
Western 39, 65, 96, 122, 176 
Wood, Gertrude 3, 47, 108, 159 
Woodcock, American 59, 88, 118, 
147, 171 
Woodpecker 

Downy 12, 29, 39, 64, 96, 101, 
122, 149, 175 

Hairy 12, 29, 39, 64, 122, 149, 
176 

Lewis's 64, 95, 122 
Pileated 12, 46, 64, 86, 122, 

176 

Red-bellied 11, 29, 64, 95, 122, 
149, 175 


Red-headed 11, 21, 29, 39, 64, 

122, 149, 175 

Wren 

Carolina 13, 21, 30, 46, 68, 
125,179 

House 40, 68, 101, 125, 180 
Marsh 13, 21, 30, 40, 69, 126, 
180, 206 

Rock 40, 68, 101, 125, 179 
Sedge 68, 125, 180 
Winter 13, 21, 30, 68, 180 
Wright, Rick 108,160 
Wyoming 14 
Yellowlegs 

Greater 37, 46, 57, 116, 142, 
146, 148, 169 

Lesser 38, 46, 57, 116, 133, 
136-137, 140, 142, 147, 169 
sp. 204 

Yellowthroat, Common 40, 73, 128, 
151, 158, 185 
Young, Kay 23 
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